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High Rochester - High Rochester
was a small hamlet built within the
walls of a Roman fort. There are
two bastle houses, one to the left of
the entrance, the other at the left
hand end of the row of houses that
face you across the green as you
enter the fort. Both these bastle
houses are constructed from stone
quarried from the remains of the
fort. The houses are lived in and
there is no admission. There is a
public right of way and footpath
with stiles around the outside of the
Roman fort. Walking this path will
give you a clear idea of the strength
of the fort’s position and the
reasons the bastles were built in this
place.
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Gatehouse - Some experts believe
that four of the houses in this small
hamlet were fortified. It is known
that two nearest to the exit to the
road to Black Middens definitely are
bastles, but the community were so
frequently attacked by the
Armstrongs of Liddesdale that they
were all probably defensible. They
were built close together to give
mutual protection and, by their
strength in numbers, dissuade

Scottish raiders from attacking them.

All properties are privately owned.
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Black Middens - This bastle is in
the care of English Heritage which
has consolidated the building for
public access. Approached from an
adjacent car park, an on-site
interpretation panel explains how
the building was used.

Tarset Castle - A castle was first
constructed by the Scots on this site
in the mid-thirteenth century when
Tynedale was granted to the Scottish
Crown by the English King. It was
built on a strategically important site
which commanded the Tarset burn
and the river Tyne. It was originally
rectangular with towers at each
corner. A garrison was installed here
by the English Crown between 1525
and 1527 to control the reiving
families in the valleys. However, in
the latter year a large force of
Charltons allied with Scots from
Liddesdale overwhelmed the castle
and levelled it to the ground. Despite
its fine position, it was never rebuilt.
There is no access to the site, it must
be viewed from the parking

place at the roadside.
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Dally Castle - Like Tarset Castle,
Dally Castle was originally built by a
Scotsman in the thirteenth century.
It may have been a simple hall house
at first, but was later more strongly
fortified. It passed into English
hands about a hundred years after it
was built and may have been used
to keep order in this area. Its
closeness to the Charlton family
lands led to it being abandoned in
the sixteenth century. Some of the
stones from the castle were used to
build the neighbouring mill and
houses. Access from adjacent car
park.
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Hesleyside Hall - Hesleyside was
the home of the head of the
Charlton family. In the fourteenth
century, the family had a tower
house capable of holding a garrison
of fifty men on this site from which
they organised their grayne or clan.
During the reiving period, raids were
organised from Hesleyside to steal
cattle and other property from the
Scots or English Border families with
whom the Charltons were feuding.
Legend has it that the wife of the
head of the family would serve a
spur on a large meat dish to her
husband when she knew food
supplies were low in order to
encourage him to get on his horse
and steal some supplies! The
present Hesleyside Hall was built in
the eighteenth century. The house is
still lived in by the head of the
Charlton family and the spur is kept
safely ready for use!




