Other specialist
grassland fungi to
look out for...

NEWSLETTER
Apricot Club

Waxcaps aren’t the only notable grassland fungi - Entoloma (Pinkgills) and
the strange mystical Corals, Spindles, Clubs and Earth-tongues are all good
indicators of high quality fungal grassland.
Look out for white, yellow or smokey clump forming spindles, or the
single fruiting clubs. Then there are the corals appearing in white, yellow,
beige and spectacular violet. And lastly the intriguing earth-tongues which
appear in black, olive and even dark purple.
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You
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Join in the search!
Your data and findings will help us to learn more about these
special fungi and assist in maintaining their unique and rare
grassland habitat.
One to look out for and which is easy to spot, is the Crimson
Waxcap. It has a large (3-10cm), stout, blood red domed
cap, which becomes upturned and fades to yellow with age.
It’s presence is a good indication that the site will be rich in
other species too. See if you can spot them in old pastures,
lawns and graveyards.
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To find out more or contribute to the Waxcap Survey visit:
www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/waxcapsurvey

Crimson Waxcap

Take a photo of any waxcaps that you find and we will try to
identify them for you.
Email: shaun.hackett@nnpa.org.uk
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Wonderful waxcaps
of Hadrian’s Wall...

And beyond Hadrian’s Wall

Date Waxcap - very rare

Results of a two year survey carried out by Northumberland National
Park into the fungal richness of the grasslands along Hadrian’s Wall has
revealed the area to be the best site in England, and third in the UK as
a whole, for the huge variety of species!

Splendid Waxcap

While the common mushroom is well known, many other grassland fungi
are less so. Most of the showiest toadstools belong to a group known
as waxcaps. Waxcaps are fungi of unimproved grassland that is often
rich in moss and grazed by cattle or sheep. They are indicators of an
ancient landscape that has had little ploughing or fertilizer added. The
waxcaps, with their waxy topped caps, come in an array of bright
colours - red, pink, white, orange, yellow, violet and green.
A site containing 12 species is regarded as ‘Nationally Important’.
Mycologists have assessed Hadrian’s Wall grasslands to be of ‘International
Importance’, and with a count of 32 species it makes it also one of
the best sites in western Europe for this habitat type.

Initial surveys elsewhere in the National Park have flagged up some other
good places to find waxcaps, such as at Greenhaugh, where one field
turned up a number of rare species including the Ballerina, Citrine and
Fibrous Waxcaps. Also spotted was the Blushing, a very uncommon
species, recorded from only a handful of sites in Northern England.
Hygrocybe canescens (no common name), was spotted and later confirmed
as the first for England!

Ballerina Waxcap

As well as these a Dark Purple Earth-tongue, a rare and threatened species
in Europe, was also present helping to make the site of great interest.
Sites at Rothbury and Alnham both achieved ‘International Importance’.
With the field at Alnham now being acknowledged in an agri-environmental scheme for its fungal diversity. Further surveys seem sure to
reveal a lot more rich sites in the area, and help make Northumberland
National Park exceptionally important on a European scale for these
fabulous fungi.
Citrine Waxcap

The best time of year to look for waxcaps is from September to
November. They appear with irregularity, are ephemeral in nature
and are very weather dependant, when they do show, they make a
colourful display.
Farmers and land managers have helped create this habitat through
their management with grazing animals. Northumberland National
Park Authority works with them to highlight rich sites and to help
maintain this unique and rare habitat.
Orange Waxcap

Hygrocybe canescens
Hadrian’s Wall

Fibrous Waxcap
The Cheviots
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