
NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AND COUNTY 
JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1                                                                                                                                       JLAF Minutes 16 April 2015 

approved 23 July 2015 
 

Minutes of Meeting held on  
 

THURSDAY 16 April 2015 AT 1800 - 2020 
 

National Park Offices, Hexham 
 

JLAF members: Amanda Earnshaw, Gill Featonby, Ian Jackson, Jonathan Farries, Kirsten Francis, 
Susan Rogers, Ted Liddle. 

Afternoon only: Donella Rozario, Nick Rossiter 
 

Officers: Lorna Lazzari, Access & Recreation Officer, Northumberland National Park Authority; 
Marion Hume, JLAF Administrator, Northumberland National Park Authority; David 
Brookes, Records and Infrastructure Manager, Northumberland County Council)  

 
Others: Michael Smith (new member from 1 May 2015) 

 
Apologies: Alan Mitcham, Angus Collingwood-Cameron, Donella Rozario, George Astbury, 

Michael Macgregor, Mike Bell, Moray Allan, Nick Rossiter, Trevor Thorne, Vic Brown, 
Mike Jeffrey, Andrew Millar.  

 
1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES   
 

Apologies were noted and the Chairman commented on the very poor attendance at the 
meeting and reminded JLAF members of their requirement to attend meetings.  The Chairman 
welcomed everyone, especially new member Michael Smith, appointed along with Chris Foster 
following the recruitment process and who would become full members from 1 May.  

 
2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: no questions received.  
 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  
 

J Farries declared an interest in Dryhope Hill; K Francis declared an interest in the Walking & 
Cycling Strategy.  

 
4 MINUTES OF JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEETING 22 January 2015 
 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 22 January 2015 were approved as a true record 
and signed by the Chairman.   
 

5 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES not covered elsewhere 
 

a) Members noted the increase in use of 4WD vehicles and trail bike use including an item 
on motorised vehicle use on a recent Countryfile programme and the next Police liaison 
meeting was due to be held in May.   

 
b) Members noted that the Deregulation Bill had been enacted in April 2015; a working 

group had been set up to draft guidance to back up the changes and that some 
responsibilities would be devolved to local authorities. Members were asked to keep up 
to date with any issues relevant to the JLAF (link relevant passages in the Act here) 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/20/crossheading/use-of-land/enacted
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6 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN 1 May 2015 – 30 April 2016 
 

Gill Featonby intimated she wished to step down as Chairman.  Amanda Earnshaw was 
nominated for election as Chairman, seconded by G Featonby and duly elected from 1 May 
2015 – 30 April 2016.  
 
There had been four nominations for the role of Vice Chairman – Ian Jackson, Ted Liddle, 
George Astbury and Moray Allan. Ted Liddle said he would stand down and following the 
collation of voting slips and postal votes from members who had advised they could not attend 
in advance of the meeting, Ian Jackson and George Astbury were elected Vice Chairmen from 
1 May 2015 0 30 April 2016. 
 

7 CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE / AFTERNOON SESSION    
 

The Chairman thanked Ian Jackson and the Strategic Working Group for their work on the 
JLAF Action Plan latest stages and provided a summary of the afternoon’s session, which had 
looked at the next stages of the JLAF Action Plan and a presentation from Sue Rogers on 
‘Needs of different user groups and the development of multi-user groups’ and from D Brookes 
and L Lazzari on ‘Introduction to Highways Issues’.  Outcomes form the Action Plan session 
included: 

 a definitive file on the JLAF Action Plan to be kept by a member of the Strategic Working 
Group e.g. Ian Jackson; 

 reconsider the format of the working groups to make them more targeted and specific e.g. 
RoWIP, information and engagement; 

 keeping up to date with local issues as well as national issues; 

 importance of sharing tasks between all members including making more use of e-mail 
and working remotely; and  

 importance of keeping the JLAF Action Plan dynamic with input from all  members. 
 
 8 JLAF ACTION PLAN AND PRIORITIES 
 

I Jackson provided some background to the afternoon’s session on the JLAF Action Plan, 
which followed on from the January session, and which had primarily looked at implementation 
of the action plan. Members were being asked to ratify the Action Plan and agree how to take 
the actions forward, to help define and guide the JLAF’s role but not constrain it.  
 
I Jackson reminded members of the three main objectives agreed by members for  the Action 
Plan i) JLAF involvement in the RoWIP and changes in Open Access; ii) Advocacy, influence 
and advancing access to the countryside; and iii)  Review/advise on access related issues to 
the countryside and improve engagement with statutory authorities.  
 
Members were asked to volunteer to take responsibility for individual actions and consider how 
these priorities should be delivered. I Jackson noted the offers from members present and 
agreed to circulate the action Plan for all members to input where they could assist.  It was 
agreed that a small group of members should look at the three objectives and action points 
within the objectives and I Jackson agreed to undertake the initial co-ordination and liaison to 
allow this to happen.  
 
G Featonby proposed ratifying the strategy for the Action Plan 2015 - 2017, seconded by T 
Liddle and agreed by members present.   
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9 WALKING & CYCLING PROSPECTUS  
 
 K Francis declared an interest in this item.  
 

T Liddle provided background information about the ‘Cycling Prospectus’ being developed by 
the County Council NCC which was an overview of the county’s approach to all aspects of 
Cycling to enable readiness to respond to the government’s Cycle Delivery Plan and the 
expected Walking & Cycling Delivery Strategy to be developed after the general election.   K 
Francis provided further background information including the formation of working groups to 
look at various aspects of the Prospectus.  
 
T Liddle showed members a copy of a draft cycling map for the county and drew attention to 
the positive impact on cycling of the Tour of Britain coming to the area in September.  T Liddle 
pointed out that the Cycling Prospectus was different to the Cycling Strategy.   T Liddle agreed 
to provide further updates as they became available.  

 
10 UPDATES FROM APPOINTING AUTHORITIES  
 

10.1 Northumberland County Council 
 

An update report was tabled by D Brookes who summarised the key points including. 

 Local Transport Plan money for capital works obtained for 2015 – 2016 though 
there may be slippage and/or additions depending on other factors e.g. weather; 

 invited members to provide him with any thoughts for capital schemes for future 
consideration; 

 the BHS ‘Paths for Communities’ type project: S Rogers provided a brief summary 
of this project which had safety as a focus e.g. road safety, avoidance of obstacles 
and asked members to let her know of any issues for consideration which D 
Brookes would feed back to area officers; 

 the impact of budget cuts on staffing levels had affected parks and green spaces 
work; the Countryside Team had dropped from 10 staff to 6; 

 Performance Indications - the significant impact of budget cuts and reduction in 
resources was now becoming apparent in areas such as reaction times for 
addressing issues.  

 
Members asked about the footpath network in relation to the Sill project, asked how the 
County Council and National Park would work together on this and suggested the 
network may need enhanced therefore could capital money be earmarked for this now. 
K Francis said the National Park Authority had raised the issue of the development of a 
co-ordinated approach for investment and partnership working to develop.  
 
L Lazzari advised there were not a lot of options at Once Brewed including due to the 
direction of the paths (mainly north-south) and linkages.  She said some specific routes 
were currently being looked into and members reiterated the request to reserve some 
money in the County’s Capital Programme for Sill footpaths.   
 
D Brookes noted the request and said that he would liaise with L Lazzari about the use 
of the Rights of Way network and what improvements were required to fulfil the Sill’s 
aims and objectives.  Members asked to be kept up to date with Sill developments and 
areas where they could offer assistance.  
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10.2 Northumberland National Park Authority update 
 

Members noted the National Park Authority’s report; L Lazzari provided an update and 
pointed out a number of key issues: 

 New Pennine Trails Manager now in post managing the Pennine Way National  
Trail and the Pennine Bridleway and the key to success will include support from 
organisations like the National Park Authority; 

 Hadrian’s Wall Path – new trainee ranger in post;  

 Natural England funding – third year of three year grant and L Lazzari explained 
that Natural England had instigated a Funding Formula working group to calculate 
grants and a standard approach to funding; T Fish was attending the working group 
on behalf of the Hadrian’s Wall Path Partnership.  Members asked if Coastal 
Access acceleration had had any impact on Natural England funding and noted the 
likely new trail as a result of Coastal Access deliberations.     

 the impact of press and TV coverage in the area should not be underestimated e.g. 
impact of the Robson Green series on Northumberland and the increase in 
numbers to the area following this.  

 a contractor had been appointed for the Sill works and key staff posts would be 
appointed in due course.  

 
11 WORKING GROUPS 
 

a) Working Groups South: there was nothing to report. 
b) Working Group North:  Warden Parish letter- A Earnshaw advised members she had 

spoken to Warden Parish Council about parish paths.   
 c) Strategic Development Working Group: see item on Action Plan. 
 
 Working Group chairs were urged to set up meetings of their working groups between JLAF 

meetings g to take forward discussion on the Action Plan topics and objectives.  It was agreed 
that consideration would be given to the re-formation of the working groups in light of current 
JLAF priorities.  

 
12 GENERAL UPDATES  
 

a) North Pennines AONB: T Liddle tabled an update from the North Pennines AONB which 
would be circulated to all members. He highlighted: 
o consultation for the North Pennines AONB Access land nature conservation 

restrictions had been pushed back to December 2015; 
o the staff restructuring programme had been finalised with a review of the new 

structure in a year; 
o stargazing events were proving popular and there was a desire to establishing Dark 

Sky reserve status in the North Pennines; 
b) LAF National Report – should be one of the key documents referred to when developing  

JLAF Action Plan ideas; 
c) Regional matters: 

o members spoke about access to Huddle and how this was being used as a main 
vehicle for distribution of information pertinent to local access forums. Rob Leek to 
be asked by the Chairman if it was possible to have one login for the JLAF and for 
ways of encouraging members to use Huddle; 

o Jim Milner to be encouraged to provide regular regional updates. 
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d) T Liddle provided a background to Local Nature Partnership principles – balancing the 
environment, economy and people – and how these were being developed. He said he 
represented the JLAF on the Northumberland Lowland and Coast LNP Board and 
would report any significant matters to JLAF meetings, especially any issues relating to 
the JLAF Action Plan.   He added he had attended the Upland Local Nature Partnership 
Annual Management (A Millar is a member of this LNP) meeting on behalf of the JLAF 
and provided a summary for the meeting. He noted the focus for the Northumberland 
Lowland LNP seemed to be access whilst the Upland LEP appeared to be nature and 
environmental issues. 

 
13 CLOSURES AND CONSULTATIONS:  

 
Members were reminded that in future information relating to closures and consultations would 
be sent to all JLAF members to provide comments for any final response. It was agreed to 
continue to send consultation and closure information to all JLAF members who would provide 
feedback to the Chairman and Vice Chairmen so that a JLAF response could be returned 
unless there was an occasion when the closure or consultation required full JLAF input.  
 
 Forestry Commission Consultations were noted for Cooplaw, Travellers’ Rest, Dryhope Hill 
and Gil Pike; and the Harwood East Nook decision.  Members noted that the information, 
especially the maps, were not very clear and members had difficulty locating areas on them.  

 
14 MEMBERS’ SECTION 
 
 Members raised the following matters not previously discussed: 
 
15 ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

  
16 DATES OF FUTURE JLAF MEETINGS 
 
 The meeting ended at 2050. The next meeting will be held on Thursday 23 July then on 

Thursday 15 October 2015.  
 
 


