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Minutes of Meeting held on  
 

THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER 2015 AT 1800 - 2100 
 

Northumberland National Park offices, Hexham 
Attendance: 
 
Afternoon: Amanda Earnshaw, Chris Foster, Donella Rozario, George Astbury, Gill Featonby, Ian 

Jackson, Jonathan Farries, Moray Allan, Nick Rossiter, Susan Rogers, Ted Liddle, Trevor 
Thorne, Vic Brown.  

 
Evening: Alan Mitcham, Amanda Earnshaw, Donella Rozario, George Astbury, Gill Featonby, Ian 

Jackson, Jonathan Farries, Moray Allan, Nick Rossiter, Susan Rogers, Ted Liddle, Trevor 
Thorne, Vic Brown, Mike Bell, Micky Macgregor (till 1905). 

 
Officers: Lorna Lazzari, Northumberland National Park Authority; Marion Hume, Northumberland 

National Park Authority; David Brookes, Northumberland County Council. 
 
Others:  Liz Bray, Chairman Tyne & Wear LAF (afternoon site visit and evening meeting) 
 
Apologies:  Michael Smith, Chris Foster 
 

1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES   
 

Apologies were noted and Amanda Earnshaw, the new JLAF Chairman reminded JLAF 
members they should endeavour to attend meetings of both the full JLAF and of working 
groups and other meetings as arranged. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone, especially Liz Bray, Tyne & Wear JLAF Chairman. 

 
2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: no questions received.  
 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: no declarations. 
 
4 MINUTES OF JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEETING 23 JULY 2015 
 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman. 
 

5 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES not covered elsewhere.   
 
6 CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE / AFTERNOON SESSION    

 
 Members had a useful visit along the Wylam Wagon Way, accompanied by Dave McGlade, 

National Trail and Volunteer officer and considered the following questions:  
 

 juxtaposition of two types of routes - should multi-use trails ideally have a degree of 
separation between user types;  

 the Wylam Wagonway is a flat, level, route suitable for most disabled users.  However, 
where Hadrian’s Wall Path branches off it across the Close House playing fields towards 
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Heddon-on-the-Wall there is a sudden transition in accessibility standards.  Is this 
acceptable and how should these inevitable transitions be managed and explained; and 

 should accessibility standards be explained on-site, using notices, as well as off-site, using 
print and web etc media? 
 

Members provided input to the questions and noted issues including variations in sizes, 
placement and types of signage and messages they conveyed, some which were helpful and 
some which were less so; discussed the issue of multi-user paths in light of the number and 
variety of users of the wagon-way including cyclists, walkers, runners, dog walkers and 
disability scooters they had observed during the visit; and noted the use of/lack of use of, for 
example, bells by cyclists.  
 
The Chairman invited Liz Bray, Tyne & Wear LAF Chairman, to speak about their Disabled 
Access sub-group which will also work with Disability North to discuss how the LAF can 
provide appropriate advice. The sub-group was driven by the idea of having a North East 
Regional LAF Strategy and to consider topics such as what prevents people going into the 
countryside, promotion, education, joining up routes, access for all and supporting Rights of 
Way officers in their path maintenance work. The group stress that ‘disabled’ covers a wide 
range of people including toddlers, mums with buggies and the elderly. The sub-group had 
found that top of the list of concerns was provision of accessible toilet facilities and that people 
valued the feeling of wilderness so not to tarmac over all routes.  

 
 7 JLAF ACTION PLAN PROGRESS 
 

I Jackson provided a background to the Action Plan, explaining that a pragmatic balance was 
required to the work of the JLAF as it required to have a structure and goals. He said  that the 
Action Plan would provide guidance in this regard; that the Action Plan was a dynamic 
document; that the Action Plan belonged to all members with each action ideally having an 
‘owner’; and that Working Group meetings would be important in taking the Action Plan forward 
though some objectives, such as Objective 2, required input from all members with general 
discussion by working groups with feedback to main meeting. 
 
With regard to working group and main meeting agendas, it was suggested that discussions 
should be restricted to Action Plan topics and current key issues as far as practicably possible. 
 
It was agreed it was important the Action Plan was kept up to date and in this regard, members 
should be asked for updates e.g. from working group discussions and an amended version be 
issued before JLAF meetings to allow the Action Plan to be reviewed at each full meeting. It 
was also agreed that the Strategic Working Group would no longer require to meet. 

 
8 UPDATES FROM APPOINTING AUTHORITIES  
 

a. Northumberland County Council (verbal) 

D Brookes provided a brief verbal update on the North East Combined Authority (NECA), 
established April 2014 as a new legal body bringing together the seven councils which 
serve County Durham, Gateshead, Newcastle, North Tyneside, Northumberland, South 
Tyneside and Sunderland. NECA is the single, politically accountable body for the area, 
which could access devolved powers to stimulate economic growth, job creation, skills 
development and improved transport links. The benefit of having devolved funding, powers 
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and responsibilities from central Government should enable NECA to make decisions 
based on local knowledge that will maximise the area’s opportunities and potential. 
NECA’s ambition is to create the best conditions for growth in jobs, investment and living 
standards, making the North East an excellent location for business and enabling 
residents to develop high-level skills for long term benefit. NECA has a Transport arm 
based at Newcastle Civic Centre whose key task is to prepare a regional local transport 
plan with each local authority responsible for delivery therefore there will only be one local 
transport plan going forward for the whole region, a draft of which was expected in 
summer 2016.  

Members asked if there was a possibility then of a regional RoWIP.  The Chairman said 
she would contact Natural England to see what a combined effort from the local access 
forums in the NECA area should be doing, if anything and will raise this at the Regional 
Chairs meeting on 9 November.  

D Brookes tabled an update report which was noted by members. He highlighted  

 the re-structure of the Countryside and Green Places Team; members noted the 
subsequent amendment to the Rights of Way officers in the area and updated map; 

 Smoutel Ford proposed Irish Ford crossing: this will require to be prioritized along with 
other schemes in the capital programme and the JLAF were asked to consider such a 
large spend on one bridleway with the need to balance other priorities.  

 
Members wished to record how impressed they were with the work of the County Council’s 
Definitive Map team. D Brookes agreed to send a link to the refreshed definitive map 
website to the JLAF Administrator  
 

b. Northumberland National Park Authority update 
 

L Lazzari highlighted a few points from her report: 

 the ‘donate now’ button on the Pennine Way website was now live for donations 
towards the maintenance of the route; 

 Simonside had benefitted from Natural England funds for remedial works plus a legacy 
from a National Park volunteer which had helped the route finally near completion; 

 success of the Google Trekker project which was now live on Google Street View 
enabling people to look at routes virtually with the National Park embedding this idea 
into its work where practical; 

 the Sill – a new Sill Manager had been appointed to start 4 January 2016. D Rozario 
said, as part of her role as Sill Contact on the JLAF Action Plan,  she was meeting with 
D Proudlock regarding the Sill Activity Plan with particular regard to access issues. It 
was agreed the Sill Manager would be invited to the January 2016 JLAF meeting and 
an update to the Sill given at that time; 

 
M Bell reported on his verbal update to the National Park Authority at their 9 September 
meeting when he had highlighted the JLAF Action Plan; stressed the JLAF were 
volunteers; had spoken about the support provided to the JLAF from the National Park; 
and that the JLAF was a useful partner.  

 
 
 

http://www.northeastca.gov.uk/what-we-do/transport
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9 WORKING GROUPS 
 

a. Working Group North: S Rogers advised she was standing down as Chairman of this 
working group and that a new Chairman would be elected at their next meeting. Members 
updated the meeting with progress with the Parishes project; some responses were quite 
positive with one parish already with an established working group clearing paths. 
 

b. Working Group South: members noted the report. N Rossiter said the Northumberland 
Rights of Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP)  review and update was a priority for working 
group discussions and comments were welcome from all JLAF members. D Brookes said 
though the County Council had neither a timetable nor resources for the RoWIP they 
welcomed input from the JLAF.  
 
D Brookes advised members a good starting point would be to consider items which were 
still relevant and what of these required addressing which would assist the County Council 
in deciding if the RoWP needed a more in-depth review though there was funding for such 
a review. Members said the RoWIP was a statutory document which should be integrated 
with the Local Transport Plan and agreed some resource should be dedicated to it.   
 
Referring to cross border anomalies (item 1.4 in the report) N Rossiter said that T Liddle 
was moving forward with this discussion with the North Pennines Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and Tyne & Wear issues. 

 
10 GENERAL UPDATES  
 

 Big Path watch: A Mitcham provided a verbal update on the Big Path watch survey 
undertaken by several JLAF members in September (3 x 1km2  areas around Dilston equal 
to 8m walking).  Some feedback on the imitative had been positive.  

 National Park Management Plan review: noted the consultation being undertaken. 

 North Pennines AONB Access and Recreation Working Group report noted. Sandstone 
Way: T Liddle spoke about early discussions for a proposed developments for a new loop 
route for the  Sandstone Way encourage people to stay longer in the North Pennines.  

 Northumberland Coast AONB meetings will be held three times a year going forward. 

 Sandstone Way: T Liddle reported on continuing success of the Sandstone Way initiative. 

 Local Nature Partnership: T Liddle said he was on the Northumberland Coast and 
Lowlands Local Nature Partnership (LNP) to represent access and the JLAF; this LNP was 
now amalgamated with Durham Three Rivers LNP to become the North East LNP. 

  
11 CLOSURES AND CONSULTATIONS:  

 
Members were reminded that in future information relating to closures and consultations would 
be sent to all JLAF members to provide comments for any final response. It was agreed to 
continue to send consultation and closure information to all JLAF members who would provide 
feedback to the Chairman and Vice Chairmen so that a JLAF response could be returned 
unless there was an occasion when the closure or consultation required full JLAF input.   
  
Members had considered the following since the last meeting: 
 
a. Northumberland  National Park Management Plan consultation. The Chairman will draft a 

response once members had sent in their comments as some areas tie in with the JLAF 
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Action Plan and could help the delivery of the Management Plan. M Bell said the National 
Park would also welcome individual response.  

b. Forestry Commission Felling licence: Dukes House Wood and Half Mile Wood; 
c. Northumberland Wildlife Trust: Draft Woodland Management Plan Briarwood Banks;  
d. Northumberland Wildlife Trust: Draft Woodland Management Plan Juliet’s Wood;  
e. Forestry Commission: Drove Rigg; Peat Sike; and Proposed Planting Crindle Wood 

 
12 MEMBERS’ SECTION 
 

 Police Liaison: T Liddle advised he was no longer involved with this area of work and that 
information would be obtained from A Miller to move this important initiative forward and 
re-instate momentum. 

 NALC newsletter: members noted the article on the closure of public toilets and spoke 
about the importance of this facility to encourage people to go out and about in the 
countryside. The Chairman said she would respond to the article in the NALC newsletter 
with the JLAF’s concerns.  

 NCC Core Strategy consultation: members noted the JLAF should respond as a group but 
also, to respond as individuals. Members were asked to send their comments to the 
Chairman by 6 November to meet the deadline of 25 November for responses.   

 
13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

 Members approved the Annual Report 2014 – 2015 subject to the amendments to the Open 
Access and Rights of Way Officers’ maps being incorporated. 

  
14 DATES OF FUTURE JLAF MEETINGS 2016: 28 January, 21 April, 21 July and 13 October. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


