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Minutes of Meeting Thursday 17 July 2014 1745 - 2040 
 

Bamburgh Pavilion, Bamburgh 
 

 
JLAF members: Alan Mitcham   Angus Collingwood Cameron 
   Anne Lowrie   Donella Rozario 
   George Astbury  Gill Featonby (Chairman) 
   Ian Jackson   Cllr Kirsten Francis 
   Moray Allan   Nick Rossiter 
   Steve Beverley  Susan Rogers 
   Ted Liddle   Vic Brown 
 

Officers: Mike Jeffrey, Countryside and Green Spaces Manager, Northumberland County Council; 
Lorna Lazzari, Access & Recreation Officer, Northumberland National Park Authority; 
Marion Hume, JLAF Administrator, Northumberland National Park Authority. 

 
Apologies: Amanda Earnshaw, Jonathan Farries, Mike Bell, Paul Collins, Cllr Trevor Thorne, David 

Brookes.  
 
1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES   
 

G Featonby, JLAF Chairman, welcomed everyone and apologies were noted. 
   
2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

The Northumberland National Park and County Joint Local Access Forum (JLAF) had received 
no questions from members of the public for this meeting.   

 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
4 MINUTES OF JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEETING 23 JANUARY 2014. 
 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 24 April 2014 were approved as a true record and 
signed by the Chairman.  
 

5 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES not covered elsewhere 
 

a. Members noted that following the April meeting, a request had been received from Ford & 
Etal Estate particularly regarding signage at Heatherslaw to direct people when walking to 
Ford along the riverbank to Ford Bridge. The County Council’s Area Countryside Officer 
delivered footpath and bridleway way markers and other signage to the Estate.  
 

b. The Chairman confirmed she had sent a letter to Northumberland National Park Authority 
offering the JLAF’s support for the Sill (Landscape Discovery Centre) project.   
 

c. N Rossiter, chairman of Working Group South, referred to Item 10 (b) and the group’s 
work with regard to the County Council’s Definitive Map.  Members were pleased to note 
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that the continuing improvements in GIS systems were contributing to the strides being 
taken with the definitive map 
 
M Jeffrey noted members’ comments regarding features which could be included on the 
definitive map such as missing bridges.  

 
d. Members noted the Melkridge Lonnen issue would now go to the Planning Inspectorate 

after a request by the owners for a judicial review of the County Council’s decision in 2013 
to approve an application from the Parish Council for a lonnen to be reinstated as a public 
byway had been turned down.  

 
6 CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE.    
 

The Chairman thanked Iain Robson, Access and Natural Environment Officer, Northumberland 
Coast AONB, for arranging the afternoon visit to the Quiet Lanesi in Bamburgh.  Members had 
been provided with several questions which they were asked to address during the site visit 
and Mr Robson noted comments and advice during the feedback session. Issues included 
what signage would be required for Quiet Lane designation; speed limits (20 mph); 
establishing a network of Quiet Lanes; the role parish councils could play in Quiet Lanes; and 
the need for ‘reasonableness’ by all users.   
 
The Chairman said she would write a letter to the AONB, on behalf of the JLAF, in support of 
the designation of Quiet Lanes in the Bamburgh area.                                   Action: G Featonby 
 
The Chairman reported she had met with Ruth Bendell (Sustainable Transport department) 
and Margaret Robinson at the County Council with regard to correspondence relating to 
tarmac-ing of the shared-use path between Alnmouth and Warkworth. The Chairman 
commented there was a lack of awareness of what the JLAF was and its role and following 
discussions, it was agreed that information relating to the Northumberland Local Transport 
Plan would now be sent to the JLAF for comment particularly relating to any works which may 
affect rights of way or user in any way and scoring criteria used.  M Jeffrey agreed to liaise with 
Richard McKenzie at the County Council as to how the JLAF can make an input into LTP 
priorities for next year.                                                                        Action: M Jeffrey  

 
7 UPDATES FROM APPOINTING AUTHORITIES  
 
7.1 Northumberland County Council 

 
A verbal report was provided by M Jeffrey and D Brookes with key points including: 
 
a) further re-organisation within the County Council with M Jeffrey’s Countryside Team now 

in the Neighbourhood Services department and D Brookes team in the Highways 
department which was to have a new Head of Department.  
 
It was agreed the JLAF should make contact with the new Head of Highways once they 
had been appointed.                                                                 Action: Chairman /NCC 

 
b) agreement to prioritise information on the Conditions Survey and User Report for 

circulation to JLAF member.                       Action: M Jeffrey 
 



NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AND COUNTY 
JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3                                                                                                                                       JLAF Minutes 17 July 2014 

approved 23 October 2014 
 

c) design work was underway on three major bridges in the autumn with construction due to 
start on two in the late autumn. 
 

d) vegetation issues such as Ragwort proliferation had increased; M Jeffrey explained the 
legally enforceable rules around the prevention of Ragwort spread especially into 
agricultural land and roadside verges; M Jeffrey explained about the ownership of roadside 
verges for the benefit of members.ii 
 

e) Public Rights of Way – a member commented on un-walkable sections of PRoW and 
vegetation issues affecting public use and agreed to liaise with M Jeffrey in this regard.  
 

f) S Rogers provided an update on her work with major river crossings; and interactive maps 
and how information to update these could be provided possibly through parish councils. It 
was agreed Working Group North could pursue this under the Paths & Parishes initiative.  

 
7.2 Northumberland National Park Authority update 
 

Members noted the National Park Authority’s report; L Lazzari provided an update and pointed 
out a number of key issues: 
 
a) visitors’ levels had been unprecedented with various factors such as the influence of the 

Robson Green and Vera TV programmes filmed in the area; 
 
b) National Trails – Mrs Lazzari said much progress had been made though various issues 

still required to be addressed such as staffing levels.  Pennine Way and Pennine 
Bridleway partnership was working well and Mrs Lazzari spoke about the Pennine Way 
Bridleway Partnership which was headed-up by the Yorkshire Dales and Northumberland 
National Parks.  
 

c) BBC was to be filming in the National Park with Julia Bradbury filming a four-part series on 
Northumberland in August including the 50th anniversary of the Pennine Way in 2015.  
BBC was also keen on the Dark Skies project and engaging at a community level with 
Northumberland. 

 
d)  Hadrian’s Wall Path – following agreement with the National Park Authority’s Finance & 

Audit Group and agreement of the Chief Executive, the service transfer of staff to the 
National Park was complete with effect from 1 August 2014.  

  
The Highway Authority and National Park will still be undertaking Hadrian’s Wall path 
maintenance which will be reviewed in 2015 – 2016.  

 
e) A meeting had been held with the police due to the large increase in off-road activity in the 

Cheviots/Blindburn/Border Ridge area with large groups of trail bikes (groups of 20 plus).  
The police were looking to target specific places on a more regular basis. 
 

f) The Sill project was progressing and was now at the Planning Application stage with the 
anticipation the application would go before the Planning Authority’s Development 
Management Committee in either August or September 2014. 
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 I Jackson raised the issue of the JLAF priorities and particularly the work plan.  There was 
some discussion on this matter and Mr Jackson recorded the view of the appointing authority 
representatives present plus comments from a few members.   Mr Jackson suggested the 
JLAF should consider more, the agendas of the appointing authorities particularly with regard 
to access and recreation issues, look at other cost-cutting issues in the county, have a more 
strategic role with some defined aims and corresponding objectives, agree priorities and how to 
address these, and design an annual Work Plan accordingly.   
 
The Chairman agreed Mr Jackson should take this matter forward with a view to the Work Plan 
being a main item at the January 2015 meeting.  Several members expressed an interest in 
helping Mr Jackson with this area of work.                                                         Action: I Jackson                                     
 

8 MEMBERS’ SECTION 
 
a) Working Groups South: 

 
Wind Farm Position Statement: The final wording for the JLAF position statement on 
Windfarms will be agreed with the Chairman and A Mitcham, following discussions at the 
working group and comments from members and officers. The position statement outlines 
JLAF concerns and position regarding wind turbine developments in the countryside, and 
the impact they may sometimes have in respect access to the countryside and the 
enjoyment of such access.  
 
It was agreed the final position statement should be put on the JLAF website and sent to 
the Head of Development Management at the County Council and National Park and the 
County Council’s Spatial Policy and Delivery Manager by the end of July 2014.    
                                                                                                                   Action: M Hume 
 
It was agreed the JLAF would keep apprised of developments with the Local Development 
Framework.  M Jeffrey agreed to liaise with the County Council’s appropriate officer and to 
ask if the JLAF could still be considered in respect of the formulation of the core strategy 
policy on wind energy.                                                                                  Action: M Jeffrey  
 
Rights of Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP):  The Working Group had also considered the 
RoWIP and it was agreed they would have an informal discussion with D Brookes and M 
Jeffrey after the discussion at the January 2015 meeting on the JLAF Work Plan and 
priorities.  
 
Illegal use of trail bikes and other mechanically propelled vehicles: T Liddle suggested that 
a police officer be invited to a future working group meeting to discuss this important 
matter and that other interested parties be invited to provide input.  The Chairman said she 
had already spoken to police in this regard so they will be aware of the topic.  It was 
agreed T Liddle and N Rossiter would arrange a meeting before the end of the year.    
         Action T Liddle/N Rossiter 
 

b) Working Group North 
 

Paths and Parishes initiative:  S Rogers, chairman Working Group North, advised that she 
had drafted a letter to Parish Clerks on behalf of the JLAF, to encourage parish 
involvement in the care of local public rights of way (footpaths and bridleways) calling for 
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volunteers to survey some or all of the public paths in the parish area and suggesting if 
there were straightforward jobs requiring attention these could be done in liaison with 
volunteers and the local Rights of Way area officer. S Rogers thanked JLAF members who 
had come forward with offers of helping with this initiative by contacting local parishes and 
said it was hoped letters could go out to parishes over the next few months.     
 
M Jeffrey asked S Rogers to keep him informed of progress, particularly with regard to 
which parishes will be contacted so he can let the local councillor know. 

 
c) Members’ topics 
 

 Regional Chairs Meetings: T Liddle will continue as JLAF’s representative. 
 

 Local Nature Partnerships: T Liddle advised he had been invited to sit on the Local 
Nature Partnership Board as the JLAF representative and will circulate any Minutes. 
 

 Cattle and Walkers: members noted information provided by A Collingwood –Cameron 
(Briefing 1987 from the Rural Information Network ‘Keeping Walkers Safe from grazing 
cattle). He advised members about the changes in cattle characteristics such as more 
aggressive behaviour, and the reasons why this might be the case.  Members agreed 
they would keep a keen interest in this issue and stressed that educating the public 
about walking with their dogs near cattle and horses was essential. 

 
d) Members’ round table topics: 

 Cyclist Touring Club for a future meeting – briefing/campaigning for public footpaths for 
cyclists; converting public footpaths to bridleways; 

 Sandstone Way update – will be opened in 2015 
 
9 GENERAL UPDATES  
 

 North Pennines AONB – no update 

 Northumberland Coast AONB – piri-piri continued to be a serious menace on Holy 
Island though it was anticipated there may be improvements to its eradication in coming 
months 

 
10 CLOSURES AND CONSULTATIONS 
 

Members noted the following consultations:  
 
i) Whittonstall Woodlands (Forestry Commission): the JLAF had agreed with the Forestry 

Commission that they could send in their response by the end of July due to the short 
timescale to consider this application. G Astbury agreed to look at the documents and 
provide comments in this regard.  

 
ii) Derwent Gorge and Muggleswick Woods National Nature Reserve (Natural England: 

the JLAF view was that this was unsuitable for higher rights and S Rogers agreed to 
pass on other comments to M Hume so that a response could be sent off.  

 
iii) Reforming Access and Engagement (Defra): noted.  
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iv) England Woodland Grant Scheme Catcleugh Woodfuel Woodland Improvement Grant 
roads (Forestry Commission): T Liddle agreed to review these documents and pass 
comments to M Hume so that a response could be sent off.  

 
Local Transport Plan: M Jeffrey said that though this was not a consultation document as such 
he felt this would be of interest to JLAF members especially with regard to the wider Rights of 
Way network, planning for new routes to build on increased visitor numbers etc.   
   

11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 
12 DATES OF FUTURE JLAF MEETINGS 
 
 The next meetings will be held on Thursday 23 October (themed around Northumberland 

National Park Authority) and 22 January 2015 [(at Hexham Enterprise Hub @ Eastburn 
(Northumberland National Park)].  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
i
   Quiet Lanes are minor rural roads or networks of minor rural roads appropriate for shared use by walkers, cyclists, horse 

riders and other vehicles. The aim of Quiet Lanes is to maintain the character of minor rural roads by seeking to contain 
rising traffic growth that is widespread in rural areas. There are three key elements to a Quiet Lanes scheme: community 
involvement to encourage a change in user behaviour; area-wide direction signing to discourage through traffic; and Quiet 
Lane entry and exit signs to remind drivers that they are entering or leaving a Quiet Lane, a place where they may expect 
people to be using the whole of the road space for a range of activities., Department for Transport Circular 02/2006 

 
ii
 Highways (including the verges) are not normally owned by the Council but are vested in the Highway Authority, which has a maintenance 

responsibility for the whole width of the highway (including the verge). This responsibility extends to assessing the risk of and implementing 
appropriate action to control ragwort. 

 


