
NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AND COUNTY 
JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM 

 

1                                                                                                                                                                                  
JLAF Minutes 18 October 2012 

Approved 24 January 2013 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
 

Thursday 18 October 2012 from 1745 – 2035 
 

Elk’s Head Hotel, Whitfield, Hexham 
 
JLAF Members: Mr Alan Mitcham 

Cllr D Cadwgan 
Mrs Gill Featonby (Chairman) 
Mr Nick Rossiter 
Mrs Susan Rogers 
Ms Vic Brown 
 

Mrs Anne Lowrie 
Mr George Astbury (Vice Chairman) 
Mr Jonathan Farries 
Mr Steve Beverley 
Mr Ted Liddle (Vice Chairman) 

Officers: David Brookes, Northumberland County Council; Mike Jeffrey, Northumberland 
County Council; Tammy Adams, Northumberland National Park Authority; Lorna 
Lazzari, Northumberland National Park Authority; Marion Hume, JLAF 
Administrator(Northumberland National Park Authority. 

 
Apologies: Mr Angus Collingwood-Cameron, Mrs Annie Sanders, Cllr Edward Heslop, Mr 

Graeme Ferguson, Mr Mike Bell, Ms Lindsay Wilson. 
 
1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES   
 

The Chairman opened the meeting by intimating the sudden death of Mr Peter Nicholson, 
Northumberland National Park authority representative on the Joint Local Access Forum.  The 
Chairman spoke warmly of Mr Nicholson’s valuable contribution to, and dedicated support of, 
the JLAF and extended her condolences, on behalf of members, to his family.  Mr Mike Bell 
had been nominated to replace Mr Nicholson.   
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, including Ms Tammy Adams, Head of 
Planning, Conservation and Communities at Northumberland National Park and Cllr David 
Cadwgan, Northumberland National Park representative appointed in June 2012.  For the 
benefit of the new appointees, members introduced themselves.  It was noted that David 
Brookes’ job title was now Infrastructure Records Manager whilst Mike Jeffrey remained as 
Countryside Access and Recreation Manager.  

 
2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

The Northumberland National Park and County Joint Local Access Forum (JLAF) had received 
no advance questions from members of the public for this meeting.   

 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 
4. MINUTES OF JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEETING 19 JULY 2012 
 

It was noted the date on Page 8, para 9.1 should be 2013 and not 2012.  With this amendment 
noted the Minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman. 
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5. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES not covered elsewhere 
 

Matters arising from earlier Minutes 
 
Item 5.1 ‘Public Paths in Northumberland’ parish booklet: M Jeffrey confirmed this booklet had 
been completed and would provide basic background for rights of way for parishes, would help 
then to manage and improve the rights of way network, provide guidance on encouraging 
people to explore and to look after rights of way.  Each parish in Northumberland would receive 
a copy and he would forward M Hume an electronic version and link to the publication on the 
County Council’s website.  
 
Item 5.3 Driving Licences: Members were reminded that the National Park Authority required 
an annual check of driving licence, MOT and insurance details, which had to include business 
use, and that expenses would not be paid until these had been verified. 
  
Matters arising from previous minutes 

 
Item 8 National Park Review of the JLAF: Referring to the outcomes of the Review, which had 
been presented to the National Park Authority members in June 2012 when actions had been 
agreed, L Lazzari said that the National Park Authority’s farming officers would be asked to 
help with the recruitment of National Park residents to the JLAF.  Members noted the National 
Park Authority had agreed there would now biennial recruiting for JLAF members with the next 
recruitment due to take place in 2013 then 2015.   

 
Item 10.1 County Council update: M Jeffrey updated members on correspondence with 
Northumberland Estate regarding the possibility of stepping stones at the River Aln and 
advised members that the estate had no objection to the stepping stones which the County 
Council hoped to install during the next financial year.   
 
Item 10.2 National Park update - Ministry of Defence: L Lazzari said she and Chris Livsey, 
Senior Estate Advisor, continued to liaise directly; that the Conservation Focus Group had 
been disbanded and that there were now three groups discussing various pertinent issues. An 
Access Advisory Group has been established comprising L Lazzari, C Livsey and A Rutherford 
(Landmarc) Natural England and JLAF representative.    
 
Item 10.2 Border Ridge: S Rogers enquired about the works in this area and was advised by L 
Lazzari that this was related to the Auchope Cairn section of boardwalk and that if sufficient 
funds became available the boardwalk would be removed. 
 

6  CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS and (7) OUTCOMES FROM AFTERNOON SESSION 
 

The Chairman spoke about the interesting afternoon session which was about liaison with the 
North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  This included an introduction to 
the Allen Valleys Heritage Assets project, the developments at Deneholme, the Studden Dene 
Bridge and the blacksmith’s shop and heritage centre in Allenheads.  Members were asked to 
consider how the elements of the Allen Valleys Heritage Assets project sat together and to 
advise on any thoughts on how to add to this project.   
 
Members considered issues such as the packhorse trail; the heritage of the area; cycle routes; 
accommodation provision for variety of users e.g. dog lovers, cyclists; access in its broadest 
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terms e.g. the old horse level at Allenheads; interpretation; routes for walkers; how people 
access the area e.g. car users; the sustainability aspect of the project; the relationship between 
landowners and the AONB; involving the community; importance of linking attractions; and how 
to encourage the public to visit and then stay, in the area.   
 
It was agreed that Working Group Two would take the JLAF ideas forward with a view to 
forwarding their thoughts to Simon Wilson at the North Pennines AONB in due course.   
 

8 ANNUAL REPORT 2011 – 2012 
 

It was noted that the map included with the draft Annual Report required to be updated.  L 
Lazzari and J Farries will liaise in this regard and L Lazzari will liaise with the National Park 
GIS officer to update the map.  It was agreed the amended map would be included in next 
year’s Annual Report.   
 
Members ratified the draft Annual Report 2012 – 2013 and this will now be issued.  

 
9 UPDATES FROM APPOINTING AUTHORITIES  
 
9.1 Northumberland County Council 

 
Members noted Northumberland County Council’s tabled report and D Brookes and M Jeffrey 
highlighted key points which included: 
 
i) Capital Programme 2012-13: M Jeffrey drew attention to the current capital programme in 

his report. He said that £45,000 had had to be freed up for additional flood damage repairs 
following early October’s bad weather with no help from Central Government for funding 
these unexpected repairs as the threshold was not high enough.  
 

ii) Capheaton Cattle grid: M Jeffrey pointed out that hearing over a course of action to 
regularise the situation had been called off; the cost of legal action to the County Council 
had been £15,000 from the Rights of Way budget.  

 
iii) Review of National Trails: M Jeffrey reminded members the consultation had ended in July 

and Natural England had advised they would be providing their recommendations 
hopefully in December.  Members agreed it would be unfortunate if the National Trail 
officer posts were lost.   

 
iv) Highways and Neighbourhood Services and Sustainable Transport Management 

restructure: M Jeffrey pointed out there were further significant budget savings to be made 
at the County Council and advised members of the likely impact these would have on 
some areas of the above teams, including the possibility of merging the Highways and 
Neighbourhood Services and Sustainable Transport Management department.   

 
v) Smoutel Ford: M Jeffrey advised members that the County Council were proposing to 

undertake a feasibility study this financial year into the options and likely costs of providing 
a ford or bridge at or near Smoutel Ford. He added there were various aspects to be 
considered including landowner permission. The feasibility study would include comments 
from various organisations including Natural England and the Environment Agency (as the 
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area is a site of freshwater pearl mussels). M Jeffrey noted various comments from 
members about the advantages and disadvantages of stepping stones, a ford or a bridge. 

 
 9.2 Northumberland National Park Authority update 
 

Members noted the National Park Authority’s report and L Lazzari provided an update and 
pointed out a number of key issues: 
 
i) Pennine Way:  L Lazzari reported on a possible project at Auchope Cairn on the Border 

Ridge.  She added that the Ladyhill to Stonehaugh Road section was being damaged by 
4WD vehicles so the area resembled the tracks on Salters Road. The area concerned is a 
byway open to all traffic (BOAT) and that she had spoken to C Slater at the Forestry 
Commission and Steve Wetwood regarding soil reversal or large quantities of stone in an 
attempt to ameliorate the situation. 

 
ii) Hadrian’s Wall Path: L Lazzari reported that D McGlade was undertaking an annual survey 

of the path and pointed out that the recent National Trails consultation preliminary results 
indicated that the path may be treated as a separate entity.  She advised members that M 
Ogden, Access & RoW Team Leader, Durham County Council, had been appointed to the 
National Trails Finance working group.   

 
iii) St Cuthbert’s Way: L Lazzari advised that as the new way markers had been delivered work 

on installing these could now get underway.  G Featonby advised that with the return of the 
Lindisfarne Gospels in 2013, various access activities were being planned along the St 
Cuthbert’s route.   

 
iv) Ministry of Defence: L Lazzari advised members that Chris Livsey is considering dedicating 

the PRoW at Battleshielhaugh and Clennel Street as permissive bridleways. S Rogers said 
she would be interested to learn more about this and accordingly, would liaise with Chris 
Livsey, MoD Estates regarding this and other issues including gates. 

 
v) Eastern Boundary Path: In response to a question from A Mitcham, L Lazzari advised the 

footpath in question was from Overstones plantation.  
 

10 CORRESPONDENCE AND GENERAL UPDATES 
 
10.1 Correspondence: Members noted the correspondence from R Benyon, Defra Minister 

regarding Local Nature Partnerships and Defra regarding the dedication of Natural England 
freehold National Nature Reserves (NNRs). L Lazzari clarified what a freehold NNR was for the 
benefit of members. 

 
• Local Nature Partnerships: Members felt that the local nature partnerships might offer 

some benefits with regard to less well-known areas e.g., Tyne Gap. 
    

• National Nature Reserves: Members noted there was only one freehold National Nature 
Reserve (woodland) in Northumberland at Derwent Gorge and Muggleswick Woods, with 
2015 as the proposed date for dedication for permanent public access.   
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It was agreed that Working Group 1 would discuss the list of NNR’s at their next meeting and 
consider any areas which could be on the list as it was noted that Holy Island had not been 
included given that other long-lease NNR’s were on the list. 

 
10.2 General Updates 
 

Members noted the updates from  
 
i) Defra’s Red Tape Challenge – Environment theme implementation plan: members noted 

the aim of this initiative was to simplify procedures. Of 255 regulations, 132 improvements 
would be achieved mainly through simplification or consolidation; 70 regulations kept as 
they were and 53 obsolete regulations removed. 
 
Members were disappointed at the quality of the document,  noted that similar ‘Red Tape’ 
challenges were happening across all government departments, since the original 
proposal some filtering of poor regulations had been done, and hoped to be consulted on 
some of the issues contained in the report in due course.  T Adams recommended the 
JLAF consider the proposal as it has been presented at this stage.   
 

ii) Northumberland Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 12 September 2012 and 
Partnership Update: the reports were noted.  

 
iii) Northumberland Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty meeting 11 September 2012 

and Partnership Update: the reports were noted.  Members asked if the JLAF could help 
with regard to permissive paths provided by public money not being properly advertised 
(except on the Defra website) including lack of signage. The Chairman agreed to write to 
Defra to suggest better publicity for such paths for the benefit of walkers, cyclist, riders and 
other users.   Members suggested if Parish Councils were made aware of such paths they 
could be advertised in parish newsletters.  D Brookes advised members that the County 
Council kept information on file but in response to a member’s suggestion that the 
information could be on the County’s website, advised that e County Council were not in a 
position to do so.   

 
iv) North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Access and Recreation Working 

Group Meeting 15 August 2012: the report was noted and T Liddle, the JLAF 
representative on this working group, highlighted some points relevant to the JLAF.  T 
Adams explained the planning permission rules under the National Planning Policy 
Framework relating to rights of way.  Members held a discussion on permissive routes, 
grouse moors, ground nesting birds, shoots and Section 106 planning issues, which T 
Adams clarified. 

 
Members noted that a Pennine Way Review would be undertaken from April 2013 
involving Natural England and the Environment Agency but that the Forestry Commission 
was not involved.  

 
11 MEMBERS’ SECTION 
 
11.1 Work programme Year 11 2013 - 2014: it was agreed this would be discussed by both working 

groups at their next meeting. 
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11.2 Working Groups: working group topics were suggested including the Work Programme, the 
North Pennines AONB actions and grade separated routes. M Jeffrey suggested the JLAF 
speak to his team if grade separated routes were to be discussed.  The Chairman said working 
group topics would be discussed further at the Chair and Vice-Chairs post-meeting briefing.  

 
11.3 Any other members’ items 

 
i) Sandstone Way: members noted the report.  T Liddle provided an update, advising 

members that a joint funding bid for implementation had been submitted to both Leader 
programmes in Northumberland, and thanking the JLAF for their letter of support.  
Members noted that the maintenance of the route would fall to the County Council and the 
caveat from them that the route would be treated no differently to other similar routes or 
individual projects.  

 
ii) College Valley: members noted S Rogers report.  
 
iii) Paths for Communities:  members noted S Rogers report which highlighted three areas 

which had expressed an interest – the Corbridge Cluster, Swarland Woods and 
Haltwhistle.  Members noted that the JLAF Administrator had sent out a press release 
about the Paths for Communities initiative which had resulted in one expression of interest 
from Haltwhistle and S Rogers agreed to liaise with them.    S Rogers reminded members 
this was a time-limited project which had several criteria, including legalities and scoring 
criteria, some of which were time consuming to action.  

 
12 CLOSURES AND CONSULTATIONS 
 

The closure consultation at Greens Cleugh was noted.   
 
13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

i) Members noted the Local Access Forum Regional Training Workshop on 7 November and 
G Astbury and A Lowrie were interested in attending. 

  
ii) Members noted the JLAF would be celebrating its 10th anniversary during 2012 – 2013 and 

it was agreed some form of small celebration would be organised for the April meeting.  
 
14 DATES OF FUTURE JLAF MEETINGS 
 

The meeting closed at 2045. The dates of meetings in 2013 were noted as Thursday 24 
January, 18 April, 18 July and 24 October (not 17 October) at locations around the County.  
 
Information on the JLAF can be obtained from the website www.northumberland-national 
park.org.uk/lookingafter or from the JLAF Administrator. 
 

 
Signed:   ........................................................................... (Chairman) 
 
Date ............................................................... 
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