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Minutes of JLAF Meeting held on 
 

Thursday 27 April 2017 1745 – 2040 
 

National Park Offices, South Park, Eastburn, Hexham 
Attendance: 
 
Afternoon: A Earnshaw, D Rozario, M Allan, N Rossiter, S Rogers, T Liddle, V Brown 
Observers: L Bray, P Fisher, V Rook, A Shepherd 
Others: D Shorrocks, J Perkins, T Bevan, D Johnson, P Farrar, P Cotton (afternoon presenters) 
 
Evening: A Mitcham, A Earnshaw, D Rozario, M Allan, M Bell, N Rossiter, S Rogers, V Brown 
Observers: L Bray, P Fisher, V Rook, R Turner 
 
Officers: L Lazzari and M Hume, Northumberland National Park Authority; D Brookes, 

Northumberland County Council 
 
Apologies:  G Astbury, I Jackson, J Farries, M Macgregor, T Thorne, T Liddle, M Jeffrey 
 

1 Welcome and Apologies 
 
 The Chairman, Amanda Earnshaw, welcomed everyone to the meeting including some of the 

new JLAF Members appointed at the recent recruitment evenings, attending as observers.   
 

A Earnshaw advised members that G Astbury, I Jackson, M Macgregor and A Mitcham’s term of 
membership ended on 30 April 2017 and thanked them all for their support and contribution to 
the work of the JLAF during their membership. 

 
2 Questions from members of the public: none received 
 
3 Declarations of Interest:  none received 
  
4 Minutes of Meeting held on 26 January 2017:  The Minutes were approved and signed by the 

Chairman. 
 
5 Matters Arising 
 
6 Chairman’s update on afternoon session 
 

Members received presentations from “Network Rail rail crossings” by D Shorrocks, Liability 
Negotiation Adviser and J Perkins, Level Crossing Manager and “Highways England – A1 
dualling” by D Johnson, Jacobs; T Bevan, Senior Project Manager, Highways England, Regional 
Investment  Programme North; and P Farrer, an A1 Scheme Designer (see link here ).   
 
Network Rail: members received a comprehensive and pragmatic presentation including different 
types of safety risks; level crossing management, including the safe use of level crossings by 
members of the public and mis-use management; and importance of liaison between Network Rail 
and Highways Authorities. The JLAF were concerned at loss of connectivity but were please to 
see learn about the work Network Rail were doing to help maintain this.  D Brookes explained 
about applications for extinguishments, the application procedure and what orders were on-going 
e.g. Plessey, Stannington and Stobswood.   

http://www.transportfocus.org.uk/
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A1 Dualling: members received a presentation on the project which was being done under the 
government’s Road Improvement Strategy (RIS) and the recent consultation on the dualling 
exercise and the logically structured programme of surveys including non-motorised user surveys 
and provision for vulnerable users, i.e. rather than rights of way as such but how changes might 
affect users of rights of way. They also spoke about provision for wildlife crossing the A1 being a 
separate exercise and that they were working with Natural England on this matter; about 
mitigation measures; and spoke about ‘green bridges’ which were a first for Highways England.  
 
T Liddle explained he was on the A1 Dualling Stakeholder Reference Group and would continue 
to update the JLAF going forward. Members were asked to divert any specific questions to the 
Highways Agency directly.    
 
Members then took part in a discussion around ‘Dementia Adventure’ and considered whether the 
JLAF consider working with this group to deliver project activity in the county. The Chairman 
spoke about this in relation to the National Park’s Management Plan and also, its relevance to 
The Sill outreach programme. The Chairman was keen to gauge the views of members about 
taking this matter further e.g. invites some representatives of Dementia Adventure to a meeting to 
discuss access issues related to dementia.  Members were asked to remember that their role was 
an advisory one in any future discussions. 
 
Members agreed that a main topic for a future meeting would be the health agenda and to invite 
organisations such as Dementia Adventure, Riding for the Disabled, Active Northumberland, 
mental health, barriers to the countryside etc from an access viewpoint, with an aim to “increase 
awareness and advise more effectively”. Members were also encouraged by the presentations 
from Network Rail and the A1 Dualling and were keen to ensure the potential impacts of major 
road schemes for non-motorised users are mitigated in scheme designs.  

 
7 Recruitment update 
 

D Brookes provided an update for members on the recruitment exercise which had been one of 
the most successful ever with some 20 plus applications for JLAF membership.  He was delighted 
to report that nine new members had been appointed and seven existing members re-appointed 
for the period 1 May 2017 – 30 April 2019.  These, with the two appointing authority members 
brought the membership complement to 18; members asked about the role of the appointing 
authority members and asked if they and a specific job description.   
 
The JLAF Administrator, in response to a query from a JLAF member,  said the National Park 
representative member had a job description and explained that representative/s were appointed 
at the Authority’s Annual Meeting.  

 
8 Terms of Reference amendments for approval 
 
9 JLAF Action Plan Objective 1: JLAF involvement in the RoWIP, Open Access, Coastal 

Access, 2026 and other access projects. 
 
 a) Updates from appointing authorities 
 

i. Northumberland County Council: members noted the tabled report and key points including 
 

 Modification Order update: D Brookes highlighted a few key orders e.g. Chatton 

http://www.dementiaadventure.co.uk/
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 Local Transport Plan 2017 – 2018 table: this was doing quite well - £300,000 spent on 
public rights of way 

 Flood damage: Department of Transport funding mainly paying for these repairs 

 Smoutel Ford: as part of Revitalising Redesdale project – L Lazzari provided an update 
particularly regarding conservation and biodiversity, two of the main areas. 

 England Coast Path: work underway an alignment work/consultation on 
Amble/Bamburgh – working with Natural England to identify route on the ground. V 
Brown advised she had looked at the Coast Path section south of Amble and noted the 
proposal for a ‘kissing gate’ which JLAF member said whatever gate is used e.g. a 
normal ‘wicket’ gage should be ‘fit for purpose’ e.g. big enough for a person with a 
rucksack to get through.  

 
ii. Northumberland National Park: members noted the report and key points including: 
 

 funding for National Trails: funding confirmed same as previous year but uncertain for 
the future; 

 working with the National Park funding officer to look at alternative sources of funding; 

 good progress being made with Simonside 

 The Sill was progressing with a late July opening anticipated.  
 

b)   JLAF Parish Initiative Progress: 
 
 S Rogers drew attention to the draft article with the meeting papers which was proposed for 

the NALC (Northumberland Association of Local Councils’) regular newsletter.  It was 
agreed to send this article to NALC, in conjunction with assistance from the National Park 
Head of Communications as per the JLAF Communications Strategy, at an appropriate time 
after the local elections.   

 
 It was recognised that new JLAF members would require information on the Parish Initiative 

project in due course.   
 
 D Brookes agreed to send the JLAF Administrator the most recent Rights of Way officers 

map to send with the parish article and include in the JLAF Annual Report.    
 
c) Working Group update :  
 

i. The Sill working group:   
 
   D Rozario provided a background on the Working Group for the benefit of new  

members. She advised topics covered so far had been Health and Wellbeing and Self-
Led Activities. The Group had considered access issues with both these topics and had 
had the opportunity to look at the Sill Activity Plan as part of their discussions.   

 
   Mrs Rozario referred to the report included with the meeting papers of the Working 

Group meeting on 23 March and the areas where the JLAF felt they could offer input 
including provide links or contacts for varied areas of expertise which the JLAF 
members have that may not be available to the National Park Authority, the ‘satellite 
hubs’, and focus on health and wellbeing, especially improving access for those less-
able people.  
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   Members spoke about the classification of the term ‘visitor’,  the value of evaluating the 
visitor experience and monitoring the take-up of self-led activities related to access.    

 
ii.       There were no updates from Working Group North and South. See Item 12 for future of 

working groups.  
 

d)  NCC Rights of Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP) 
 
 Members noted the RoWIP Review was due sometime in 2017. D Brookes provided a brief 

update on the current status of the RoWIP and had compiled a Summary Table with a 
summary of all the actions and achievements made to date therefore would consider tabling 
this at the next meeting.  He said he would also seek the advice of the JLAF on a list of 
priorities going forward and suggested that any future RoWIP would likely be more 
condensed, simplified  and strategic, concentrating on main themes and with an annual 
RoWIP Acton Plan.   

 
  It was agreed he would send the JLAF Administrator the Summary Table for consideration 

at either the July or October meeting of the JLAF.   
 

10 JLAF Action Plan: Objective 2: Advocacy, Influence and Partnership working to advance 
access to the countryside. 

 
a) Access and Businesses in Northumberland:   Members noted the report compiled by Ian 

Jackson from his recent survey undertaken at the two tourism fairs in Alnwick and Hexham, 
and M Bell and A Earnshaw agreed to take this forward, with any JLAF member welcome to 
help if they were interested in doing so. M Bell said he would take a sample of the 
respondents and start dialogue with them. Members hoped some of the work done with this 
initiative might be helpful for The Sill especially the satellite hubs.  
 
Members spoke about adapting the survey questions, ensuring they were not too open-
ended, to compile an article for e.g. the AONB newsletters and A Earnshaw agreed to 
develop these into a draft article.   
 
It was agreed to keep this item on the agenda for the JLAF meeting in July when a further 
discussion and ways forward would take place.  

 
  b)    JLAF Communication and Engagement Strategy:  A Earnshaw provided background to this  
  item. She said the Communication Strategy would be a dynamic document and would also 

form part of the JLAF Action / Work Plan.  Members agreed the need for better promotion of 
what work of the JLAF and who they were e.g., an article on new members, Chairman 
election etc.  

 
  A Earnshaw suggested that a small Communications Group should be considered going 

forward to keep the Communication Strategy up to date.   Members were invited to provide 
comments on the Strategy and the final version, incorporating comments from others e.g. M 
Bell and I Jackson, would be agreed at either the July or October JLAF meeting.  

 
 c) National Park Management Plan 2017 to 2021 – Partnership Group : A Earnshaw pointed 

out the key work areas of focus for the National Park for 2017 – 2018 and asked for any 
comments to pass on to the National Park.  
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 d) North East Local Nature Partnership and Natural England: further updates at future meeting 
 
 f) Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty:  A Earnshaw asked for comments on Coastal Access 

as soon as possible to compile a JLAF response to the consultation.   
 

 11 JLAF Action Plan: Objective 3: Communication through the provision of advice and 
information on issues relating to access to the countryside 

 
  a) Consultations: Consultations were noted. It was suggested that members receive a session 

on Forestry matters, particularly for the benefit of newer members and it was agreed this 
could be at the October meeting. With regard to the JLAF response to the Lilburn Estate , 
members said it was essential to ensure adequate, open linear routes; they also spoke 
about the impact of tree canopies and other related matters.  

 
  b) Provision of Advice: the discussion was on access to the countryside in a post-Brexit era to 

including how can payments be structured so a rights of way network can be viewed in a 
more favourable manner, with a view to providing advice to Defra.  Members noted the 
report prepared by Sue Rogers.  It was agreed that this would be a topic for the July 
meeting and members were requested to come prepared to discuss the matter more fully.  

   
 12 JLAF Action Plan  

 
The Chairman reminded members  the JLAF Action Plan was the vehicle for moving JLAF advice 
and views forward and although individual areas of expertise and knowledge were very important, 
the Action Plan should not be a vehicle for individual members pursuing individual interests.   It 
was hoped that going forward, the Action Plan would be more inclusive of all members with lead 
members for specific topics identified, rather than individual ownership of topics.    
 
It was agreed the JLAF Action Plan required to be revised, updated and simplified and that this 
would be a main part of the October meeting agenda. 
 
Working Groups going forward:   
 
It was agreed that working groups would now play an integral part in the JLAF Action/Work 
Plan, would be topic and/or subject related and would tie in closely with the aims and objectives 
of the revised JLAF Action/Work Plan and current priorities, rather than the current location-
based working groups. Members were welcome to attend working groups according to their 
interest in the subjects and all members were urged to participate in the working groups.  

 
13 Members Section – for items not covered at meeting  
 
 a)    Wheelchair Access: it was agreed to defer this to the next meeting 
 
 b) Climate Change: members agreed this could tie in with access prioritisation and should be 

on the re-vamped JLAF Action / work plan. 
 
 c) FOI request to Natural England: members noted the response from Natural England to the 

JLAF’s FOI request regarding accessing open access land. 
 
 d) Development Control and Access: A Earnshaw and L Bray said they were working on the 

Public Rights of Way and Access – Planning Guidance notes which would be sent to the 
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National Park and County Council’s planning officers for comments.  It was suggested that  
this document could feed into the Local Development Plan.  

 
14    Any other business 
 

Alnwick Ways – increasing access on used railway lines:  A Mitcham tabled a short report on 
Alnwick Ways. It was agreed that A Mitcham would liaise with D Brookes and others to agree 
the next steps, with T Liddle and S Rogers agreeing take any recommendations to a future 
JLAF meeting. 

 
15 Dates of future JLAF meetings 
 
 JLAF meetings: Thursdays, 20 July at Ingram, 19 October ay Eastburn and 25 January 2018 
 
 
JLAF Action Plan Objective 1: JLAF involvement in the RoWIP, Open Access, Coastal Access, 2026 and other access projects 
JLAF Action Plan Objective 2: Advocacy, Influence and Partnership working to advance access to the countryside 
JLAF Action Plan Objective 3: Communication through the provision of advice and information on issues relating to access to 

the countryside 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


