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Minutes of Meeting held on  
 

Thursday 21 April 2016 at 1745 - 2040 
 

Bell View Centre, Belford, Northumberland 
Attendance: 
 
Afternoon: A Mitcham, A Earnshaw (Chairman), D Rout, D Rozario, G Astbury, I Jackson, J Farries, 

M Macgregor, M Allan, N Rossiter, S Rogers, T Liddle, V Brown. 
Evening: A Mitcham, A Earnshaw (Chairman), D Rout, D Rozario, G Astbury, I Jackson, J Farries, 

M Macgregor, M Allan, N Rossiter, S Rogers, T Liddle, V Brown. 
Officers: Lorna Lazzari, Northumberland National Park Authority; Marion Hume, Northumberland 

National Park Authority; Mike Jeffrey, Northumberland County Council. 
Others:  I Robson and R Straker, Northumberland Coasts AONB (afternoon only) 
Apologies:  M Bell, G Featonby, T Thorne, D Brookes 
 

1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES   
 

Members were very sad to learn of the sudden passing of Pam Brooks, a former Chairman 
and valued member of the Joint Local Access Forum. Members also noted that Gill 
Featonby, former JLAF Chairman,  had tendered her resignation due to ill health and 
members sent their best wishes. 
 
Apologies were noted and the Chairman reminded JLAF members they should endeavour to 
attend meetings of both the full JLAF, working groups and other meetings as arranged. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone, especially Dave Rout who was attending his first 
meeting as a co-opted member.  

 
2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: no questions received.  
 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  none received 
  
4 MINUTES OF JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEETING 28 JANUARY 2016 
 

The spelling of Druridge Bay was corrected. Te minutes were approved and signed by the 
Chairman as a true record of the meeting. 

 
5 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES:   no matters to discuss. 
 
6 CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE / AFTERNOON SESSION  
 

a) Afternoon visit: the theme of the afternoon visit was for members to develop an 
understanding of issues that have to be considered when determining the route 
alignment on the coastal path and for  members to be in a better position to provide 
constructive comments when they respond to coastal access consultations.  

 
The visit was led by Ian Robson, Northumberland Coast AONB and during the visit along 
the coast from Bamburgh to Waren Mill. The Northumberland Coast Path goes quite a way 
inland at this point so that walkers can access accommodation and other services in 
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Belford. He also highlighted some safety concerns at Waren Mill where walkers and 

vehicles have to share a narrow road bridge with poor sitelines. 

 
Members were asked to consider that when the England Coast Path is designated closer 
to the coast, should the inland route alternative be promoted, should the England Coast 
Path be promoted or should both be promoted. Members were asked to consider the 
route itself and the proximity, or otherwise to the coast; the economic impact on Belford; 
the loss of Belford as a service centre for walkers on the route; the issue of St Oswald’s 
Way remaining a promoted route to Belford; and Waren Mill Bridge and whether its use 
can be promoted for walkers.  

 
Members also visited Galliheugh Bank, a small area of roadside verge that is part of the 
Bamburgh Coast and Hills Site of Special Scientific Interest, and which has been brought 
back into a favourable condition.   

 

Members noted that at the Newbiggin part of the Coastal Path, golfers were to lobby to 
have that part of the path diverted away from the coast as golfers were concerned at 
public injury from stray golf balls.  

 

Members noted the role of Natural England with regard to the Coastal Path and it was 
agreed that the Chairman would write to Natural England with regard to the Coastal Path 
and advice being offered by the JLAF, in their capacity of advising decision making 
organisations (such as natural England) about making improvements to public access for 
outdoor recreation and sustainable travel. The advice being offered is as follows: 
 

 when coastal access reaches this stretch of the Northumberland coast  (northwards 
of Bamburgh) the route selected should follow as closely to the coast as can be 
agreed/ negotiated rather than follow the current line of the Northumberland Coast 
Path; 

 if possible the Northumberland Coast Path’s more inland route be retained as an 
alternative since it offers excellent views of the coast  as opposed to actually walking 
on the coastline; 

 an option allowing walkers to access the facilities in Belford be retained as no other 
facilities currently exist; and 

 finding a solution to the pinchpoint, created by the bridge at Waren Mill be given 
priority by Natural England. 

 
Members also agreed that the Chairman would write to Ian Robson regarding their 
suggestions following the site visit.  
 

b) National Park Management Plan: the Chairman updated members on progress with the 
National Park Management Plan and advised members that she would mention the 
JLAF Action Plan at the next Management Plan partnership meeting on 26 April. 
 

c) Walking and Cycling Board: the Chairman advised she was now on the mailing list for 
these meetings.  
 
The JLAF had been invited to comment on the Northumberland Walking and Cycling 
strategy and a small sub-group of T Liddle, M Allan, A Earnshaw and A Mitcham was 
agreed to review this document with a deadline of 20 May 2016 for comments; all 

http://www.yournorthumberland.co.uk/area-guides/budle-bay-waren-mill
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members were welcome to contribute their views. Whilst a joint response from the JLAF 
would be sent, it was noted separate responses would be expected from individual 
organisations such as Ramblers and Cycling UK. 
 

d) Agendas: it was agreed that as the JLAF Action Plan was now well established, JLAF 
meeting agendas should be aligned more with the Action Plan, which itself must remain 
a dynamic document. 

 
 7 JLAF ACTION PLAN PROGRESS 
 

It was stressed that all members should take ownership of the Action Plan, be proactive with 
regard to its aims and objectives and update it as required. 
 
A Mitcham tabled his work-in-progress ‘Access to Access Land’ spreadsheet which aimed to 
identify all the CROW access land in the county and a summary of the access points that are 
either available or needed.   
 
It was agreed D Rozario would contact S Glynn, The Sill Manager, regarding their input to 
the Sill as JLAF members remained keen to be involved with the project’s development 
particularly regarding access issues.  
 
Members spoke about raising the JLAF’s profile and after some discussion it was agreed to 
have the development of a JLAF Communication Strategy as an agenda item for the next 
meeting.  This would include reviewing the four JLAF Position statements and how to raise 
the level of debate and discussion of access issues via the various media sources available.   

 
8 UPDATES FROM APPOINTING AUTHORITIES  
 

a) Northumberland County Council: M Jeffrey provided a brief verbal update on County 
Council matters: 

 advised members that though there were no significant cuts expected for 2016 – 17 
there remained budget and resource uncertainly going forward; 

 the government had allocated around £12 million towards repairing the damage  
caused by the recent severe floods with the County Council set to receive some 
£300,000 from this fund.  

 a summary of some of the recent works carried out including damage caused by the 
Allenbanks landslip and the South Tyne Trail.  

  £40,000 had been allocated towards repairs on the Pennine Way, part of the 
National Trail.  

 at the Newbiggin part of the Coastal Path, golfers were to lobby to have  part of the 
path diverted away from the cast as golfers were concerned at public injury from stray 
golf balls.  

 
b) Northumberland National Park: members noted the report.  L Lazzari updated members  

 

 the 2016 – 2017 budget for the Hadrian’s Wall Path had not yet been confirmed from 
Natural England.   

 regarding police liaison, there remained problems at Blindburn and at Windy Gyle on 
the Border Ridge and the police were investigating these serious breaches which 
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included illegal use of trail bikes and an increase in anti-social behaviours; she added 
there was now some cross-border liaison in place.  
 

9 WORKING GROUPS 
 

Working Group North: members noted the report and L Lazzari provided some advise on 
issues raised in the report. Regarding the ‘Paths and Parishes’ project, some success had 
been achieved in some parts of the county and S Rogers explained how she was 
encouraging people in parishes to help. An item e.g. newspaper article or social media 
posting promoting the ‘Paths and Parishes’ initiative was suggested. 

 
 Working Group South:  nothing to report  
 

Other member discussions: some members met in small groups to deliberate: 
 
o the North East Combined Authority Transport Manifesto consultation document on 22 

March and the Chairman confirmed she had completed the survey with their findings.  
o the Rights of Way Improvement Plan, joined by D Brookes and L Lazzari, on 24 March to 

look at, for example, actions within the RoWIP which can be linked to the Action Plan and 
way to make the RoWIP more robust. The group agreed to meet again in June.   

 
10 GENERAL UPDATES  
 

o Natural England: the Chairman said she would ask Jim Milner, Natural England for a 
regular update on any issues that would be relevant to the JLAF and hoped that he, or a 
representative from Natural England, could attend an occasional JLAF meeting. 

o Forthcoming events: members noted a number of forthcoming events including the 
Regional Local Access Forum meeting on 9 May; the ‘Protecting our Rights of Way’ event 
on 10 June in Durham (M Jeffrey advised that D Brookes would be attending the event in 
London and could provide an update if required); and the Local Nature Partnership Annual 
Forum on 16 June. 

o North Pennines AONB: T Liddle, a member of the North Pennines Access & Recreation 
Working Group, provided an update on JLAF related matters including the Pennine 
Bridleway Northern Extension. 

 
11 OTHER MATTERS TO DISCUSS 
 

 Enquiry from member of the public: a member of the public, who used a wheelchair, 
mobility scooter and a Motability van, had entered into correspondence about accessible 
coastal tracks/paths and location of accessible facilities, including toilets and parking and 
accordingly, had sent a list of toilet facilities in Northumberland, which will be forwarded 
to M Jeffrey who would pass onto the officer concerned to ensure it was up-to-date.  I 
Robson had replied regarding the coastal path enquiries.  

 Enquiry from a member of the public re Footpath 52 (Hexham): it was confirmed this was 
not a matter for JLAF consultation as  it was a diversion relating to  a development. 

 Communications: I Jackson said he would contact the Courant about a JLAF article. A 
Communications Strategy should be finalised and it was agreed this should be 
discussed at the next meeting. 

 Huddle: it was suggested that all members be encouraged to access Huddle due to the 
amount of information being uploaded to the site of interest and relevance to the JLAF 
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e.g. the Blue Book of the Road had recently been uploaded for comment, which S 
Rogers said she would take undertake to do.   

  
12 CLOSURES AND CONSULTATIONS: 
 

Members had considered the following consultations 

 Forestry Commission: Felling Licence: Bimmer Hill.  

 Northumberland Wildlife Trust Woodland Management Plans: Fencerhill Woods; Big 
Waters; St Nicholas Park; Tony’s Path; Holywell Road; Close House Riverside; and 
Arnold Memorial.   

 
Members noted the Girsonfield woodland management plan was not going ahead. 
 
It was agreed that the Forestry Sub-Group should be re-established comprising G Astbury, A 
Mitcham, J Farries and N Rossiter and a Terms of Reference to be agreed. The theme of the 
July meeting would be Forestry matters.  

 
13 MEMBERS’ SECTION.   
 
14 ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

 Members noted the recent fatality of a walker killed by a cow and the continued danger of 
walking in areas where there were cows, especially with calves or cows which had recently 
been put out to grass. M Allan said he had some useful information which he would forward 
to JLAF members in this regard. 

 
15 DATES OF FUTURE JLAF MEETINGS: 21 July and 13 October 2016 and 26 January 2017. 
 
 
 
 

 


