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Minutes of Meeting held on  
 

Thursday 21 July 2016 at 1745 - 2040 
 

Thropton Memorial Hall, Thropton, NE65 7LT Northumberland 
Attendance: 
Afternoon: A Mitcham, A Earnshaw (Chairman), G Astbury, J Farries, M Macgregor, M Allan, N 

Rossiter, S Rogers 
Evening: A Mitcham, A Earnshaw (Chairman), G Astbury, I Jackson, M Bell, M Allan, N Rossiter, 

V Brown 
Officers: Lorna Lazzari, Andrew Miller and Marion Hume, Northumberland National Park 

Authority; D Brookes, Northumberland County Council  
Apologies:  D Rout, D Rozario, J Farries, M Macgregor, S Rogers, T Liddle, T Thorne, M Jeffrey 
 

1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES   
 

Apologies were noted and the Chairman reminded JLAF members they should attend as 
many meetings of both the full JLAF, working groups and other meetings as arranged and 
noted the disappointing attendance at this meeting.   
 
The Chairman drew attention to the new style agenda which had been devised to correspond 
with the JLAF Action Plan headings. 

 
2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: no questions received.  
 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  none received 
  
4 MINUTES OF JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEETING: 21 April 2016 
 
 The Minutes were approved.  
 
5 CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE / AFTERNOON SESSION  
 
 Site visit 
 

The aim of the members’ afternoon site visit was to further members’ knowledge of forestry 
operations to allow them to provide comments on applications for long term directions within 
the forest estate in order for them to make informed decisions; to raise operational awareness 
of issues including new woodland grant schemes and other forestry-related matters; and to 
visit to the Milkhope Outdoor Residential Centre, which is set within the forest estate.   

 
The visit was held within Kidland Forest, led by Jonathan Farries. The visit was a good 
example of a long-term restriction, giving members a better understanding of why a period of 
restriction is needed and the processes and activities needed to fulfil the felling programme, 
including taking into account factors such as terrain, transportation of felled logs and weather 
variables.  Members had the opportunity to gain a better understanding of why a long-term 
period of restriction was required and the site visit was a useful indicator of how the whole 
felling process works. Members then visited the Milkhope Outdoor Centre, a Forestry 
Commission property developed to help engage young people, especially from urban areas, to 
go into the countryside and participate in a wide range of activities in a residential environment.  
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All members of the JLAF Forestry sub-group (G Astbury, N Rossiter, A Mitcham and M Allan) 
attended the site visit. The Chairman thanked J Farries for organising an excellent site visit 
and agreed to write to Chris Slater in this regard. . 
 
National Park Management Plan 2016 - 2021: The Chairman advised members that the 
JLAF were a signatory on the National Park Management Plan and that members now 
required to look at the Management Plan for relevant actions and link these to the JLAF 
Action Plan. 
 
Walking and Cycling Board (and the ‘Active Cramlington’ programme): T Liddle attends 
meetings and will provide updates to future meetings.  The relevance of this strategy to the 
RoWIP was noted.   

 
Regional LAF Chairs 6 July: 6 July: the Chairman said the Regional meetings were proving 
useful though were now self-supporting. Members were concerned to learn there was now 
no named local access forum contact at Natural England and disappointed to learn the 
Chairman had written to Natural England, to no avail, regarding the lack of support for local 
access forums as, with the demise of the Regional Co-ordinators as well, local access 
forums appeared to be unsupported. The Chairman alluded to the Regional Access Strategy.  

 
6 JLAF ACTION PLAN Objective 1:  

 
 JLAF Involvement in  RoWIP, Open Access, Coastal Access, 2026 and other access projects 
 

a) Northumberland County Council update: D Brookes tabled his report which was noted by 
members. Key points included the implementation of the Deregulation Act 2015 was now 
planned for implementation at the end of 2016 and pointed out the implications for the 
County Council such as the new preliminary assessment of new Rights of Way 
applications and removal of the ‘reasonably alleged to subsist’; an update on the 
Stobswood Open Cast site and the creation of a new rights of way network; and an 
update on the A1 in Northumberland Scheme.   
 
A member asked about the budget for flood repair damage and D Brookes hoped to 
provide an update at the next meeting.  
 

b) Northumberland National Park update: L Lazzari tabled her report which was noted by 
members. Key points included the Hadrian’s Wall budget agreement now reached with 
Natural England; work on the Pennine Way at Stonehaugh was underway with the 
County Council to improve surfaces; and involvement with the Police Liaison Group 
continued with another joint meeting scheduled for October.    

 
  Mrs Lazzari provided an update on The Sill and advised members  construction was well 

underway with new posts in place from August which would help with the Sill Activity 
Programme. The JLAF remained keen to be involved with the Sill. It was hoped to invite 
the Sill Manager and/or a  member of the Sill team to a future JLAF meeting. 
 

  Members received an update on the Hill Tracks project in the north of the National Park 
and that some funding was now in place to look at techniques on specific routes to help 
maintain these and learned about the techniques in place for these tracks and barriers. 
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The JLAF were asked to provide some views on the Hill Tracks routes from a walker, 
equestrian and cycling view point and a site visit will be arranged with T Liddle and S 
Rogers to look at the proposals for Salter’s Road.  

 
c) ‘What future for promoted routes in Northumberland’: Members discussed the report for 

the meeting prepared by A Earnshaw, The purpose of the paper was to start the debate 
and prompt the action needed to ensure the access opportunities in Northumberland can 
deliver the expectations of the visitors of independent spirit who are being sold our 
authentic experiences. Service, value and quality standards are important to these visitors 
but they are here for the adventure, the space and that tranquillity that the county offers.  
 
The challenge is to deliver both in a way that secures the future of the product, i.e. the 
public rights of way access land etc without compromising its character so the visitor has a 
positive experience and wishes to return; about improving access to the coast and 
countryside; about ways to secure and advertise promoted routes to the public e.g. use of 
social media, drone footage; and the benefits of use of these routes e.g. income 
generation and possible disbenefits e.g. increased use could mean increased 
maintenance requirements. 
 
L Lazzari provided some information on promoted routes in the National, spoke about the 
’60 promoted routes for the National Park 60th anniversary’  and about showcasing the new  
‘View Ranger‘ app which she explained.  
 
It was agreed the JLAF could provide advice and guidance to the appointing authorities 
on promoted routes within the parameters of the LAF remit. Members suggested 
‘Promoted Routes’ could be a positions statement and the Chairman asked members for 
comments on promoted routes so see if a position statement could be a way forward.  

 
d) Parish Initiative: M Allan advised members he had walked some more of the paths in  & 

Linton Parish, reporting a couple of issues to the Rights of Way Officer which were now 
being resolved. 

 
7 JLAF ACTION PLAN: Objective 2 activity 
 

a) Communications Strategy: (raised under AOB): The Chairman said that at the October 
meeting, communications would feature heavily as it was important a more formal 
communications strategy was agreed; n this regard, she hoped to meet D Rout 
regarding ideas for a communication strategy and A Mitchell (National Park Web and 
Social Media Officer) regarding social media use.  I Jackson confirmed he had submitted 
an article to the Hexham Courant.  Members noted there was a new Head of Fund 
Raising and Communications at the National Park and various newsletters and 
publications both at the National Park and County Council which the JLAF might be able 
to submit an article to. 
 

b) National Park Management Plan: the Chairman reminded members it was important to 
link any relevant JLAF actions from the Management Plan to the JLAF Action Plan. 
 

c) North East Local Enterprise Partnership: M Allan advised he had hoped to attend a 
meeting of the NELEP regarding the health agenda. It was noted the Land of Oak and 
Iron was a NELEP project. 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/article/3587/North-East-Local-Enterprise-Partnership-NELEP
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d) Liaison: There was nothing to report from either the North Pennines Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty nor the Northumberland Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
Members agreed an update from the North Pennines would be welcomed and noted  
both the AONB’s were invited to attend an/or provide an update for each JLAF meeting.  
 
There was no update either from Natural England other than that provided via the 
Regional Chairs meeting  and it was hoped that someone from NE might be able to 
attend a JLAF meeting to provide some current information including on coastal access,  
 

8 JLAF ACTION PLAN: Objective 3 activity 
 

a) Northumberland County Council Renewable Energy Supplementary Planning Document 
(SPD): members noted that the County Council was going to prepare an SPD to provide 
further detail on the planning policies for renewable energy in the emerging 
Northumberland Local Plan Core Strategy. The consultation document set out the 
County Council’s initial view on the score and content of the proposed SPD.   
 
Members noted the short timescale for responses to the consultation, agreed that under 
each category of renewable, the access impact should be noted and suggested sending 
a copy of the JLAF positions statement on Windfarms as part of the JLAF response.   
 

b) Northumberland County Council Walking and Cycling strategy: members were keen to 
learn of progress with this and hoped for an update at the next meeting.  
 

c) Forestry Commission closures: none to note.  
 

d) Amble Braid Village Green: D Brookes explained about the County Council’s informal 
consultation regarding proposed amendments to Amble Braid Village Green whereby an 
application was being considered to the Planning Inspectorate to de-register part of the 
village green to allow car parking to take place on the Braid at times of high demand with 
an area of replacement land offered as ‘replacement land’ and registered as ‘village 
green’. It was suggested that village greens could be a topic for a future JLAF meeting  

 
9 MEMBERS’ SECTION.   
 

a) Heritage Way update: A Mitcham provided an update and advised members of the 
Spring 2017 re-launch; the involvement of Northumbria Ramblers; and that the route 
would be way-marked which he would liaise with M Jeffrey about. 
 

b) Mainline railway crossings and footpath closures: A Mitcham explained that Ramblers 
were invited to attend a meeting with representatives of Network Rail on 20 June to 
discuss five rail crossings which were being proposed for closure as part of their safety 
programme to address safety issues such as pedestrians crossing railway lines, 
particularly with regard to ‘sighting’ matters.  
 
D Brookes explained the County Council’s role and that they were  working with Network 
Rail regarding extinguishments and diversion related matters;  and explained Defra’s 
requirements in this regard. Members noted the subject will also be  discussed at the 
November Regional LAF Chairs meeting. 
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c) Wheelchair Access: M Allan had raised this matter and it was agreed to discuss this item 
under Objective 1 at the October meeting.  

 
10 ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

 Huddle and information provided via this platform 
 
The Chairman pointed out that a lot of information was now being conveyed to local access 
forum members via Huddle and urged everyone to join.  Two pertinent consultations that had 
been advised of via Huddle were the Future of Public Parks and Future of Rural Tourism:   
 
Future of Rural Tourism: this government inquiry (EFRA Select Committee) would look at 
matters relating to supporting rural growth, in particular how government policies could 
encourage more people from the UK and abroad to visit more of England’s rural places, for 
longer and throughout the year; support farmers and rural residents to diversify into tourism; 
and ensure visitors’ experiences were balanced with the need to preserve the environment 
and character of local communities. One of the questions being asked was about access and 
what, if any, changes were needed to give people better access to the coast and countryside.  
 

 It was agreed that members would be sent the relevant information from Huddle relating to 
this inquiry and provide comments so that a formal JLAF response could be sent.    

 
11 DATES OF FUTURE JLAF MEETINGS: 13 October 2016 and 26 January 2017. 
 
 

*JLAF Action Plan Objective 1:  
**JLAF Action Plan Objective 2: Advocacy, Influence and Partnership working to advance access to the countryside 
**JLAF Action Plan Objective 3: Communication through the provision of advice and information on issues relating to access 

to the countryside 

 
 

 


