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Minutes of Meeting held on  
 

THURSDAY 22 JANUARY 2015 AT 1800 - 2020 
 

National Park Offices, Hexham 
 

JLAF members: Amanda Earnshaw, Anne Lowrie, George Astbury, Gill Featonby (Chairman), Ian 
Jackson, Michael Macgregor, Jonathan Farries, Kirsten Francis, Nick Rossiter, Susan 
Rogers, Ted Liddle, Trevor Thorne, Vic Brown 

 
Officers: Lorna Lazzari, Access & Recreation Officer, Northumberland National Park Authority; 

Marion Hume, JLAF Administrator, Northumberland National Park Authority ; Andrew 
Miller (Head of Programmes and Partnerships, Northumberland National Park 
Authority); Mike Jeffrey, Countryside and Green Spaces Manager, Northumberland 
County Council)  

 
Others: Jim Milner (Natural England); Angela Johnson (Durham LAF); (noted M Ogden, 

Durham County Council afternoon only).  
 

Apologies: Alan Mitcham, Angus Collingwood-Cameron, Donella Rozario, Mike Bell, Moray Allan, 
Steve Beverley, David Brookes. 

 
1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES   
 

G Featonby, JLAF Chairman, welcomed everyone, particularly Mrs Johnson from the Durham 
LAF, and apologies were noted.   

   
2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

The Northumberland National Park and County Joint Local Access Forum (JLAF) had received 
two questions from members of the public. 
 
Question 1: A number of questions were received from a member of the public relating 
particularly to soil reversal work and the questions and the answers, supplied by L Lazzari, 
including photos, are below. 
 
Q: Is there any soil reversal work currently being undertaken on any stretches of path within 
the Northumberland National Park? A: There is no work being undertaken at present. 
 
Q: Are there any plans for any soil reversal work to be done in the future on any stretches of 
the recently reclassified Restricted Byways of Salter's Road, Clennell Street, or the route 
between Alnhammoor and Salter's Road? A: No work being planned at the present time and 
currently none has been identified for a future project. 
 
Q: Are there any plans for any soil reversal work to be done in the future on any other stretches 
of path within the Northumberland National Park? A: There are currently no plans 
 
Q: Is it possible to obtain full details of the stretches of path where soil reversal work has 
already been completed within the Northumberland National Park, and the dates of 
completion? Which organisation is best able to supply this information? A: The National Park 
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Authority has undertaken soil reversal on Salter’s Road over the last five years or so. A small 
stretch was also completed on Clennell St over 10 years ago. A section of the Pennine Way at 
Padon Hill was also soil reversed in the late 90s as well as a number of sites within Wark 
Forest. The routes within the forest were completed by the Forestry 
Commission/Northumberland County Council as part of the ‘Forest Trails Project. This project 
had the aim of opening up previously unused routes. The MOD has also undertaken some 
small scale works on the route of the eastern boundary path. 

Mrs Lazarri confirmed that further questions had been received which were being dealt with 
separately.  It was also agreed that a broad term response could also be sent from the JLAF. 

Question 2: A member of the public raised a question relating to unrecorded rights of way and 
it was agreed the Chairman would send a general reply. 

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
4 MINUTES OF JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEETING 23 OCTOBER 2014. 
 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 23 October 2014 were approved as a true record 
and signed by the Chairman.   
 

5 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES not covered elsewhere 
 

Para 7.1: M Jeffrey agreed to have the Condition Survey and User Report available for the 
next meeting if possible.  
 
There were no specific issues raised by JLAF members regarding the definitive map apart from 
a suggestion to look again at colour legends for the on-line map which was noted by M Jeffrey. 
 
Para 7.2 (e) Police liaison: T Liddle advised members that he would co-ordinate a meeting with 
the police and advise members in due course.  Members remained concerned at the 
increasing use of trail bikes especially in November/December and over Christmas and had 
noted the bikes were using waymarked cycle trails.  L Lazzari added there had also been an 
increase in trail bike use in the National Park.  

 
6 CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE.    
 

The Chairman thanked those involved with the afternoon session – Steven Rickitt for providing 
an informative session on Rights of Way Legislation and Ian Jackson and the Strategic 
Working Group for providing the workshop on the JLAF work plan. The afternoon session had 
also been attended by M Ogden, Durham County Council, J Milner, Natural England and A 
Johnston, Durham LAF and the Chairman. 
 
It was suggested that as part of member induction and training that members receive a copy of 
the Blue Book which would be investigated.  
 
The Chairman updated members on the position with UK Coal which had gone into liquidation 
and that the UK Coal Surface Mines Company was now responsible for surface mines.  The 
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Chairman was keen that the JLAF were kept up to date with issues regarding surface mines 
particularly around rights of way, ditches, drains and fences. 
 

 
 7 JLAF ACTION PLAN AND PRIORITIES 
 

I Jackson thanked members for their valuable input into the afternoon session which looked at 
re-establishing the JLAF Action Plan and Priorities. He summarised the discussions and 
highlighted some key priorities which included more engagement with the Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan; communication with other bodies; review and offer advice on access and 
coastal issues; and advocacy and influencing access issues in the countryside with regard to 
e.g. health.  He added there were other priorities discussed which had received lower scores. 
 
 It was agreed a summary of discussions from the meeting would be sent to all members and a 
request along with next steps and actions for members, with a further working group session at 
the April meeting to finalise the Action Plan. 

 
7 UPDATES FROM APPOINTING AUTHORITIES  
 
7.1 Northumberland County Council 

 
An update report was tabled by M Jeffrey who summarised the key points including  

 the Condition Survey would be provided hopefully at the next meeting; 

 there was no update on the Local Transport Plan but that this would require revision in the 
future. It was agreed this would be a topic for the JLAF to consider and a further update 
would be made at the next meeting.  

 Principal works were highlighted including works at the Feathersotone/Etal bridges which it 
was hoped to start in February/March 2015 and complete before summer; works at 
Berwick alongside the River Tweed; and works which had been deferred to 2015-2016;  

 the County Council’s budget was under severe pressure and there would be further 
changes to the staff complement in 2015-2016 including redundancies and cuts to 
revenue-funded project budgets; 

 voluntary work was continuing positively including working with Tynedale Ramblers and 
other groups in the County; the likely positive impact on these groups created by the JLA F 
Parish Project was noted; 

 Smoutel Ford cost estimates had been deemed too high therefore the County Council 
were considering further options including an Irish ford; 

 there were to be changes to parks, country parks and playing fields with the County 
Council proposing passing the strategic management and financial control of these areas 
to Active Northumberland; 

 Druiridge Bay – members noted the update in the report.  

 M Jeffrey was new Chairman of Hadrian’s Wall National Trails Partnership.  
 

7.2 Northumberland National Park Authority update 
 

Members noted the National Park Authority’s report; L Lazzari provided an update and pointed 
out a number of key issues including the Pennine Way; the 50th Anniversary of the Pennine 
Way celebrations including TV coverage; Hadrian’s Wall Path and developments regarding 
recruitment for a new seasonal ranger.   
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Mrs Lazzari drew attention to the Ordnance Survey Pilot Project ‘Detailed Path Network’ using 
aerial photography, the role the National Park was playing in this project which was 
remunerated; and that whilst landowners were note being approached during the pilot, after the 
first mapping phase the National Park will approach the larger estates for their views.  
Members asked about the relationship with Ordnance Survey regarding using their resources 
relevant to the JLAF and Mrs Lazzari advised that the project had opened up new possibilities 
with ordnance survey matters and she would keep members updated as it developed.  
 
Members were interested in the project and its possibilities and asked if Ordnance Survey 
could be invited to a future JLAF meeting; Mrs Lazzari said she would look into this. 
 
A Miller provided a brief update on developments with The Sill and advised that the project was 
progressing well; Round Two HLF funding was due to be determined at the end of January and 
that some funding still had to be sourced.  
 

8 WORKING GROUPS 
 

a) Working Groups South: there was nothing to report. 
 

b) Working Group North: S Rogers, working group Chairman, drew attention to her report and 
requested more help from members with the ‘Paths and Parishes’ project.  
 

 c) Strategic Development Working Group: members noted the new working group of I 
Jackson, M Allan, D Rozario and S Beverley and update provided earlier in the meeting. A 
Earnshaw expressed an interest in helping with the work of this group.  

 
10 GENERAL UPDATES  
 

 Correspondence including maps had been received from Land Factor 16 January 2015 
relating to a number of Woodland Plan submissions relating to Newbrough Woodlands, 
Newton Woodlands, Dukesfield Woodlands, Bywell Woodlands, Leazes Estate Woodlands 
and High Kellas Woodlands. J Farries and A Miller provided some background information 
with regard to Woodland Plans and these submissions. Following discussion it was agreed 
that George Astbury would liaise with Land Factor to discuss the submissions including the 
access routes they propose and draft a reply on behalf of the JLAF.  It was suggested it 
might have been useful if these documents had been sent to the County Council as well.  
 
Members were reminded that when the Forestry Commission provided a briefing session to 
the JLAF in January 2014 they had asked to be kept in the loop with regards to forestry 
consultations.  
 

 North Pennines AONB:  no update. 
 

 Northumberland Coast AONB: G Featonby advised she had attended their Annual Forum. 
 

 Local Access Forum National Report: it was that, as members felt this was an important 
document, it should be given to the Strategic Working Group to consider in light of the 
JLAF Action Plan development. and other access and JLAF related issues, particularly with 
regard to likely changes to public finances post-election 



NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AND COUNTY 
JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5                                                                                                                                       JLAF Minutes 22 January 2015 

approved 16 April 2015 
 

 
 
 
 

 Natural England: J Milner updated members on  
 
o Developments with Coastal Access including the Coastal Access trail resource which 

would be announced shortly and members were interested to know when the coastal 
access round Northumberland coast would commence. 
 

o Development of a North East Access Strategy and that local access forums would be 
consulted in this regard as it was hoped they would take ownership of the strategy.  It 
was hoped the strategy document which would be compiled by a consultant, would help 
local access forums with direction, momentum and focus and if successful, could be 
rolled to throughout the country. It was suggested that the draft consultation document 
should also be circulated to the County Council’s Rights of Way Team and this was 
agreed.  J Milner said it was hoped the strategy document would also help with funding 
and help build the case for access projects.  Members noted the report tabled at the 
meeting ‘Local Access Forums; Regional Strategy’. 
 

o LAF newsletter would be publicised in the Spring and he asked for newsworthy articles; 
 

o Regional Co-ordinator role was being evaluated and more news of this would be 
available in early 2015. 

 

 Local Nature Partnership (LNPs): A Miller advised members about the Northumberland 
Uplands Chain Annual Forum due to be held on 12 March 2015 which was open to all.   
The Coast and Lowland Local Nature Partnership had met in December and T Liddle had 
provided a presentation on walking and cycling from an economic angle; he felt that access 
was valued by the LNP. Members were reminded that LNPs had no statutory powers and 
that each one was different. 
 
It was agreed that T Liddle would provide further information on Local Nature Partnerships 
at the next meeting 
 

11 CLOSURES AND CONSULTATIONS:  
 
Members were reminded that in future information relating to closures and consultations would 
be sent to all JLAF members to provide comments for any final response.  It was agreed to 
continue to send consultation and closure information to all JLAF members who would provide 
feedback to the Chairman and Vice Chairmen so that a JLAF response could be returned 
unless there was an occasion when the closure or consultation required full JLAF input.  

 
J Farries provided some background information regarding these closure consultations for the 
benefit of members’ understanding of these.  Members noted that the Wallshield Woodland 
Creation had been given approval and that L Lazzari was dealing with this on behalf of the 
National Park Authority.  

 
The following closures and consultations were noted: 
a. Forestry Commission: Wark Forest – Gair Syke;  
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b. Forestry Commission: Lewis Burn – Stone Fell 
c. Forestry Commission: South Reservoir – Christys Crags  
d. Forestry Commission: Harwood – East Neuk  
e. Forestry Commission: Gleedlee Environmental Impact Assessment screening 
f. Forestry Commission: EWGS Wallshiled Woodland Creation decision to note 
g. Northumberland County Council: Core Strategy 
h. Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage Site Management Plan  

 
T Liddle spoke about the Northumberland County Council: Cycling Strategy and said it was a 
Plan rather than a strategy and that it required further consultation and input.  Members noted 
that the County Council was currently discussing a Walking and Cycling strategy.  
 
Members were apprised of the Maintenance Challenge Fund by A Miller who advised that the 
National Park Authority had agreed to support a bid for Route 68 for maintenance, signage and 
structures and that the National Park were liaising with the County Council in this regard.  

   
12 MEMBERS’ SECTION 
 
 Members raised the following matters not previously discussed: 
 

 Sandstone Way: T Liddle provided an update on developments with the project and 
pointed out there was now a website available. 

 Publicity: A Earnshaw drew attention to the new regional-based TV station which promoted 
local based content and that the programme ’The Lowdown’  was looking for content for 
the ‘Segment’ section and invited members to provide her with any content ideas.  

 Countryside Stewardship Scheme: J Milner provided members with a summary of this new 
scheme which included no access options, reduced funds,  very tight targets and limited 
and specific capital options possibly available.  

 Duelling of the A1: S Rogers asked if this could be considered as a future meeting topic 
particularly with regard to the effects on rights of way and the identification of grade 
separated crossings. Mrs Rogers suggested inviting the local MP to a future meeting to 
discuss the JLAF’s access concerns for the County. 

 Shilbottle and Alnwick – promotion of new cycle track: T Thorne drew attention to this and 
spoke about working with locals in this regard. 

 Photovoltaic cells in fields: G Featonby drew attention to increase in ‘cell farms’ in fields. 
 

13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

 Members noted the bi-ennial recruitment for new members would commence in early 2015 for 
membership from 1 May 2015 – 30 April 2017 and that all members would retire on 30 April 
2015 and be eligible to re-apply. .   

 
14 DATES OF FUTURE JLAF MEETINGS 
 
 The meeting ended at 2020.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday 16 April at Hexham 

Enterprise Hub @ Eastburn (Northumberland National Park offices) and then on Thursday 23 
July and Thursday 15 October 2015.  

 
 


