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MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
 

Thursday 24 January 2013 from 1745 – 2045 
 

Northumberland National Park Offices, Hexham 
 
JLAF Members: Mr Alan Mitcham Mrs Anne Lowrie 
 Cllr David Cadwgan Mr George Astbury (Vice Chair) 
 Mrs Gill Featonby (Chair) Mr Graeme Ferguson 
 Mr James Brown Miss Lindsay Wilson 
 Mr Steve Beverley Mrs Sue Rogers 
 Ms Vic Brown 

 
 

Officers: Mike Jeffrey, Northumberland County Council; Tammy Adams, Northumberland 
National Park Authority; Lorna Lazzari, Northumberland National Park Authority; 
Marion Hume, JLAF Administrator(Northumberland National Park Authority. 

 
Apologies: Mr Angus Collingwood-Cameron, Ms Annie Sanders, Cllr Edward Heslop, Mr 

Jonathan Farries, Mr Mike Bell, Mr Nick Rossiter, Mr Ted Liddle, David Brookes.  
 
1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES   
 

The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and welcomed Mrs Georgia Villalobos, the Sill 
Learning & Participation Officer, for Item 4. 
 

2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

The Northumberland National Park and County Joint Local Access Forum (JLAF) had received 
no questions from members of the public for this meeting.   

 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Cllr D Cadwgan expressed an interest in ‘the Sill’ as a member of the National Park Authority.  
 
4. ‘THE SILL’ PRESENTATION 
 

Mrs Georgia Villalobos, ‘The Sill’ Learning and Participation Officer provided members with an 
introduction to the Sill project with particular emphasis on the Learning and Participation 
Programme.  Mrs Villalobos sought views from the JLAF on how they might contribute to the 
work of ‘The Sill’ and vice versa and members broke into two groups.  The key points from 
their discussions were: 
a) will any new paths be created as the site is on the ‘Military Road’ with road crossing risks - 

how will these be overcome? Will traffic management be put in place?  Would this have a 
knock-on benefit for surrounding communities? 

b) access issues- how will people travel to site; will sustainable transport be encouraged?   
c) overall issue of access should be considered  
d) will ‘The Sill’ be linked to other sites e.g. Housesteads? 
e) will there be a diverse range of courses to encourage skills such as map reading, reading 

the landscape, orienteering etc? 
f) importance of joint working e.g. working with Outward Bound Trust. 
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g) impact of increase in number of visitors on the local economy – will this help or hinder or 
take away business from existing providers e.g. new youth hostel  

h) can the area and infrastructure cope with the increased number of visitors? 
 

The JLAF were keen to support the Sill project and asked to be kept informed of developments 
especially with regard to the Development Plan 2014.  The JLAF were also interested to offer 
help and advice as required with regard to the self-guided walks and asked that consideration 
be given to the outlying areas outwith the National Park and walks to and from the Sill.  The 
JLAF were also keen that walks and other activities encouraged access for all ages and 
abilities and were particularly interested in the sustainability element viz-a-viz public transport, 
cycling links/routes to outlying and satellite area.  The JLAF hoped for regular updates on the 
Sill at future meetings.  

 
5. MINUTES OF JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEETING 18 OCTOBER 2012 
 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18 October 2012 were approved as a true record 
and signed by the Chairman. 

 
6. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES not covered elsewhere 
 

Matters arising from earlier Minutes 
 
Item 5.1 ‘Public Paths in Northumberland’ parish booklet: M Jeffrey confirmed this was now 
available and provided each member of the JLAF with a copy.  The booklet will shortly be 
issued to parishes and a link will be available on the County Council’s website.  
 
Item 7 ‘Outcomes from afternoon session’: G Featonby noted that comments had to be sent to  
S Wilson at the North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) following the 
JLAF meeting in October and agreed to write to them in this regard once both working groups 
had considered the relevant issues and suggested advice.  
 
Item 10.1 County Council Update: M Jeffrey advised that this work would be in the County 
Council’s Capital Programme for next year with design work ongoing in this financial year.   
 
Matters arising from previous minutes 
 
Item 9.2 ii) National Park Update: S Rogers asked for clarification regarding the 
Batailshielhaugh and Copper Snout bridleway. L Lazzari advised that she had walked the route 
with C Livsey of the Ministry of Defence who had agreed to liaise with S Rogers about this 
matter.   
 
Item 11.3 iii) Paths for Communities: A Lowrie provided an update regarding Swarland Woods. 
She advised she had visited the site with J Farries of the Forestry Commission following the 
last JLAF meeting to look at the possibility of connecting Swarland and Longframlington 
Parishes by means of a path through Swarland Wood. The route had to be determined, but 
they had roughly walked this on the ground.  J Farries had liaised with G Gill, Forestry 
Commission, about this route and the implications of Public Rights of Way (PROW) dedication 
that was required to get the grant funding from Natural England. G Gill subsequently spoke to 
M Shaw, head of the P4C scheme at Natural England, about it with the main concern that as 
the land is already dedicated for open access why a PROW needed to be created.  



NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AND COUNTY 
JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM 

 

3                                                                                                                                                                                  
JLAF Minutes 24 January 2013 

Approved 18 April 2013 
 

Though there was less of an issues with having a permissive route agreed, there were more 
implications if the route had to be closed as footpath closure cost in the region of  £1,000 
through the Highways Authority to carry out work that comes with dedication of a PROW.   M 
Shaw has provided a holding reply saying that this is one of a number of similar queries that 
Natural England are looking at moment and he would revert once he had further information. 
 
A Lowrie advised members that she had recently been in touch with the Swarland group 
working on the P4C submission and as they were unable to make progress, the group were 
unsure if the application could go ahead. Members noted that the deadline for P4C 
submissions was Spring 2014 but that the process was cumbersome with little guarantee that 
the application would be successful.  

 
7  CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS and (8) OUTCOMES FROM AFTERNOON SESSION 
 

G Featonby commented on the interesting presentations and discussions during the afternoon 
session with G Finch, Project Director Dukesfield Arches Project and J Lepingwell and A 
Bates, Dukeshouse Wood Community Project.  As members had been unable to visit the 
Dukeshouse Wood site because of inclement weather, G Ferguson offered to take the JLAF 
members on a site visit to the woods with specific regard to access issues and any advice the 
JLAF felt they could offer the project in this regard.  With regard to the Dukesfield Arches 
Project, members were interested to note that some of the old routes remained paved 
underneath the peat and grass coverings that exist to-day, and were interested in the 
possibility of linking some routes with the Dukeshouse Wood project.   
 
Members noted both projects were submitting bids to the Heritage Lottery Fund and 
commented on the complexity of the Heritage Lottery Fund submission processes.  They 
wished both projects well and asked to be kept informed of the outcomes, due in mid-March.   

 
9 UPDATES FROM APPOINTING AUTHORITIES  
 
9.1 Northumberland County Council 

 
Members noted Northumberland County Council’s tabled report. M Jeffrey advised members 
that the County Council was due for another round of budget cuts and swingeing redundancies 
and highlighted other key points from his report which included.   
 
i) Capital Works Programme: M Jeffrey advised that the Capital Work Programme 2012-13 

was progressing and drew attention to his report in this regard, highlighting that the 
Howlett Hall footbridge had been re-built and the repairs to the bridge and surface on the 
South Tyne Trail were complete.  He advised that a number of projects had been deferred 
due to repairs needed due to flood damage taking priority.  The Capital Works Programme 
2103 – 14 budget had yet to be approved (anticipated to be £200,000 for capital works 
only) and schedule of work agreed with both going before Committee in February.  M 
Jeffrey invited JLAF members to write to him if they had any queries in this regard.  

  
L Lazzari commented that a major concern now is repairs to bridges and surfaces which 
were a drain on already constrained budgets, for example Salter’s Road, and problems 
such as the logistics of getting heavy equipment to some areas to undertake repair work, 
for example Threestone Burn, especially in inclement weather conditions. L Lazzari said 
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though there was a  ‘wish-list’ of areas of work that required to be undertaken, it was a 
matter now of dealing with urgent and priority work.   

 
M Jeffrey commented that a great deal of money had been spent on Salter’s Road but if 
sections of this were unusable then they required to be assessed and it was agreed that S 
Rogers and M Jeffrey would liaise with particular reference to the 1km Foulstep Sike area 
and any other related issues she might have.  
 
M Jeffrey noted a number of other issues individual members raised.  Members accepted 
that the underlying issues were lack of funding which they had to accept was the way of 
life now and the poor weather conditions had made the underlying problems worse.  
 

ii) National Trails:  the County Council had not heard from Natural England in this regard but 
were expecting their proposals soon and were liaising with the National Park and other 
Highways Authorities re the management Hadrian’s Wall Path.  

 
iii) Smoutel Ford: members noted a feasibility study was being proposed. 
 
iv) Coal and Coast project: members noted that unfortunately, this project had failed as they 

were unable to meet the demands and requests of the Heritage Lottery Fund for the Stage 
II application procedure.  M Jeffrey said it was still hoped to take some of the ideas that 
had come out of the development of this project forward, even though there was no 
funding, as a very significant effort had gone into the project to enable it to reach its 
current stage. 

 
v) Paths for Communities (P4C): M Jeffrey updated members on developments with the 

Haltwhistle project to create better access links and advised that Natural England, the 
County Council and others were working to create a looped multi-user path.    

 
vi) Capheaton Grid:  members noted that on a section of the bridleway the grid is now 6m 

wide for 10 metres, rather than 3 metres, therefore you can now legally divert round the 
grid without leaving the bridleway.  

 
9.2 Northumberland National Park Authority update 
 

Members noted the National Park Authority’s report and L Lazzari provided an update and 
pointed out a number of key issues: 
 
i) National Trails: L Lazzari advised she was still awaiting the results of Natural England’s 

Review of National Trails and from January 2013, ‘Walk England’ had been appointed to 
the role of promotion lead for the family of national trails and would work alongside others 
who will continue to be responsible for providing information on their trail and its local 
promotion.  

 
ii) Pennine Way: L Lazzari reported that due to an unexpected injection of money from 

Natural England, to be spent by the end of March 2013, it had been able to consider a 
number of outstanding projects including the removal of 1,000 metre section of boardwalk 
at Auchope Cairn and installation of a stone flagged path at this location and a smaller 60 
metre section at Wedder Hill.  
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Tenders had gone out for materials and the airlift of materials to enable some of the work 
to be carried out.  However, the poor weather has hindered plans due in part to health and 
safety issues relating to the removal of the boardwalk in bad weather.  Members were 
concerned that Natural England appeared to have surplus funds at the end of their third 
quarter.   

 
iii) Public Rights of Way: PRoW work was continuing, for example at Hareshaw Linn. 
 
iv) Best Value Performance Indicators: L Lazzari said these were slightly down on last year.  

M Jeffrey explained the criteria that had to be met and that it was a random selection of 
paths by length, not number of paths.    M Jeffrey said he could provide the county-wide 
results for the best value performance indicators. 

 
10 GENERAL UPDATES 

 
i) Northumberland Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty: V Brown provided a brief 

update from the Northumberland Coast AONB including the efforts being made to 
eradicate the highly invasive Piri-Piri burr on Holy Island and other parts of the 
Northumberland Coast, including a bid submitted for funding to assist with this process.  
Information will be included in their visitor guide highlighting the problems and the need to 
control the spread. 

 
ii) North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty: There was no update.  
 
iii) Natural England: Members noted that J Milner, Natural England, had advised via e-mail, 

that Natural England had approved three ‘Paths for Communities’ projects, though none in 
the north east, with another five going to the January panel. In total the panel have looked 
at 10 projects, rejecting one and requesting more information from another. J Milner had 
advised he had 22 project in his patch of which ten were in the North east 

 
11 MEMBERS’ SECTION 
 

i) Working Group Updates:  
  

G Featonby asked both working groups to provide her with feedback from the North 
Pennines so she could send her reply. 
  
S Rogers, chair of Working Group North,  reported they would be holding a meeting in the 
very near future and that a report would be made to the next meeting of the JLAF.  
  
Members noted that in the NHS guidance released by National Institute for Health and 
Care Excellence (NICE) looking into the health benefits of outdoor activities such as 
walking and cycling but that neither horse-riding nor canoeing were included in the 
guidance.   
 

ii) Other member items: members were given the opportunity to raise matters which had 
neither been on the agenda nor discussed at the meeting.   Issues raised included: 
• that micro access issues should not be discussed at meetings; 
• more strategic thinking rather than minutiae; 
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• local sustainable transport fund (noting that Northumberland County Council had been 
successful in its bid for the Local Sustainable Transport Fund and will be receiving £2.8 
million from now until 2015 to deliver sustainable transport solutions); 

• visits to Northumberlandia and Plessey Woods; 
• access to the countryside without cars especially from the south east part of the county; 
• National Park Management Plan Action Group; 
• Huddle – G Featonby recommended as many members as possible signed-up for this; 
• sharing the findings of S Rogers’ research group; 
• creation of a glossary of acronyms,  especially for new members; 
• open access issues such as where to put stiles and showing of crossing points on 

ordnance survey maps; 
 

Further details of this discussion are attached as an annex to the minute for the benefit of 
members. 
 

12 CLOSURES AND CONSULTATIONS 
 

Members noted that on 12 December 2012 the Environment Secretary Owen Paterson had 
announced the start of the Triennial Review of the Environment Agency and Natural England. 

 
13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

i) Members noted that the next meeting of the JLAF would be the 10th anniversary.   
ii) Members noted there would be a recruitment process for the forthcoming year and that 

seven members of the JLAF were due to retire at the end of April 2013.   
 
14 DATES OF FUTURE JLAF MEETINGS 
 

The meeting closed at 2050. The dates of meetings in 2013 were noted as Thursday18 April, 
Thursday 18 July and Thursday 24 October at locations around the County.  
 
Information on the JLAF can be obtained from the website www.northumberland-national 
park.org.uk/lookingafter or from the JLAF Administrator. 
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