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MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
 

Thursday 23 January 2014 1745 – 2050 
 

National Park Offices, Hexham 
 
JLAF Members: Alan Mitcham Amana Earnshaw 
 Anne Lowrie Donella Rozario 
 George Astbury (Vice Chair) Gill Featonby (Chairman) 
 Ian Jackson Jonathan Farries 
 Keith Mole Michael Macgregor (till 1900) 
 Moray Allen Nick Rossiter 
 Paul Collins Sue Rogers 
 Trevor Thorne (NCC rep) Vic Brown 
   
Officers: David Brookes, Northumberland County Council; Mike Jeffrey, Northumberland County 

Council; Lorna Lazzari, Northumberland National Park Authority; Andrew Miller, 
Northumberland National Park Authority (till 1930); Marion Hume, JLAF Administrator. 

Apologies: Angus Collingwood-Cameron, Kirsten Francis (NPA rep), Mike Bell (NPA rep), Steve   
Beverley, Ted Liddle  

 
1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES   
 

G Featonby welcomed everyone and apologies were noted.  She thanked those who had 
contributed to the useful afternoon session: G Thompson, E Hudspeth, L Sole and R Mayhew 
from the National Park; and I Everard from the Forestry Commission.  

   
2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

The Northumberland National Park and County Joint Local Access Forum (JLAF) had received 
no questions from members of the public for this meeting.   

 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no expressions of interest..  
 
4 MINUTES OF JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEETING 23 OCTOBER  2013. 
 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 23 October 2103 were approved as a true record 
and signed by the Chairman.  
 

5 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES not covered elsewhere 
 

Item 7.1:  M Jeffrey advised that the stepping stones at the River Aln were still in situ despite 
the unprecedented wet weather.  

 
6 CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE.   
 

The Chairman summarised the afternoon sessions and advised a separate note from this 
session was available as an attachment to the Minutes:     
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a) The Sill Presentation: members found the presentation by L Sole, Sill Project Co-ordinator, 

interesting and informative and were appreciative of the regular updates.  The JLAF were 
pleased to see good progress being made and the project being ‘brought to life’.  The 
Chairman agreed to send a letter of support for the Sill on behalf of the JLAF to S Evans, 
Sill Project Director at the National Park and re-iterate the offer of members to help or offer 
advice as required.   

Action: G Featonby 
 

b) Forestry Commission: the interesting presentation from I Everard, Woodland Officer, 
Forestry Commission England on the Forestry Commission Environmental Impact 
Assessments, the screening process, the Public Register and the consultation process 
highlighted that the JLAF had not been approached on some consultations such as 
Threestoneburn and that the process to ensure the JLAF was included in all relevant 
consultations should be addressed. J Farries suggested liaising with the Forestry 
Commission with regard to ensuring the JLAF were consulted on all appropriate 
consultations and it was agreed he would provide M Hume with the relevant contact details 
at the Forestry Commission.   

Action: J Farries 
 

The Chairman said that it was important that the JLAF were made aware of any likely 
impact on access from proposed closures and J Farries briefly explained the closure 
process for the benefit of new members.   
 
Members noted the relevant sections in the Defra Guidance on Local Access Forums 
regarding consultations (Section 7, Annex C ) and Section 27 of the CROW Act 2000.   
 
Members noted that with regard to permissive access all details of permissions given may 
not necessarily be on a database and D Brookes recommended any queries in this regard 
be directed to him in the first instance.   
 
I Everard offered to provide the JLAF with another presentation on further aspects of the 
work of the Forestry Commission.  

 
c) National Park Interactive Map: members were pleased to see this GIS development in 

information provision for visitors, thought the map was a useful tool for visitors to the area 
and provided a few helpful comments. 

 
d) National Park Natural Environment Vision 2014-2035 Consultation Document: members 

noted this presentation with interest and the Chairman said that the JLAF would be 
pleased to provide comments when the consultation started.  

 
e) JLAF Work plan: it was agreed that the two working groups would look at the draft 

workplan 2014-2015 and provide comments.  
 
7. DRAFT WINDFARM POSITION STATEMENT 
 

The draft position statement, prepared by A Mitcham,  was noted. Members’ concerns around 
windfarms centred on a number of issues including likely detrimental change to the character 
of the countryside, limiting access to the countryside by affecting rights of way usage and noise 

http://archive.defra.gov.uk/rural/documents/countryside/crow/laf-guidance.pdf
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disturbance though a comment was made that this was dependent on the number of turbines 
in a cluster and their location. Members felt if a wind turbine prevented access, was detrimental 
to access or if enjoyment levels in the countryside were devalued then they should comment, 
though it was agreed that ‘enjoyment’ was subjective.  
 
From discussions it was felt that if a position statement was produced then though it should be 
strategic rather than specific, issues such as the distance of a turbine from a rights of way, the 
fall-over distance from a public highway or national trail and that public rights of way should not 
be used to facilitate wind turbine construction be included.   
 
The Chairman asked members to e-mail any comments regarding the draft position statement 
to A Mitcham and that comments should not refer to specifics, alternatives or planning related 
issues but should relate to the JLAF remit which was clarified from the Defra Guidance (para 
3.1) and Section 94 of the CROW Act 2000.   
 
It was agreed that the comments would be collated into a final draft statement to be considered 
at the next meeting.  

 
8 UPDATES FROM APPOINTING AUTHORITIES  
 
8.1 Northumberland County Council 

 
M Jeffrey and D Brookes tabled a written update including proposed Local Transport Plan 
major public path improvements 2014-2017, an updated map of Countryside Officer areas and 
the Modification Order update table April to December 2013.  A few points were noted: 
 
a)  A reduction of £3,000 had been made to the annual Rights of Way budget but a new area 

Countryside Officer had been appointed to fill the vacant post arising from the retirement of 
a Project Officer and the subsequent appointment of an existing area officer to this vacant 
post.. It was hoped there would be no further budget reductions within 2014/15 and that 
the full capital allocation of £200,000 is retained. 
 

b) National Trails: Hadrian’s Wall Trust (HWT) had been appointed managing agent, some 
funding details still had to be resolved, staff recruitment had started and discussions were 
still ongoing with regard to the management of the Pennine Way.  
 

c) Volunteers: following a meeting with the LAF Working Group North information had been 
provided on current volunteer groups, and parishes which the County Council believe 
offered the best opportunities for further parish involvement. The County Council hoped to 
re-issue electronically a revised Path Volunteer Handbook with a covering letter from the 
JLAF offering assistance as well as from the County Council. 
 

d) Smoutel Ford: M Jeffrey outlined the three options for the crossing and clarified the raised 
ford was an Irish ford (low water crossing).  
 

e) Simonburn byways update: D Brookes advised that the consultation report would be 
available shortly and explained he had looked at some byways of which some were in a 
poor condition; that a temporary traffic regulation order (TR) had been placed on the route 
by Ladyhill (north) in Wark parish; and explained the process for a permanent traffic 
regulation order placement.   



NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AND COUNTY 
JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4                                                                                                                                       JLAF Minutes 23 January 2014 

approved 24 April 2014 
 

 
f) the Modification Order update table April to December 2013: this provided an update of 

modification orders of which 16 had been confirmed by the County Council and 75% of 
definitive map modification orders had not resulted in a public inquiry. Members 
commented that the Northumberland definitive map team appeared more productive than 
other Highways Authorities.  

 
g) use of off-road vehicles and trail bikes: members were disappointed to note that police 

intervention and support appeared to be waning as the use of these vehicles was 
increasing.  M Jeffrey said that though the paths at Slaley were being periodically 
monitored it was felt they needed to be monitored over a full year to ascertain any 
deteriorating trends.  
 

h) public footpath Cramlington to Seghill – proposal to make a cycle path along the route 
(3.5km) using local sustainable transport fund money; upgrade to public bridleway – 
created surface for cyclists with route at the side for riders – landowner agreement 
required.  

 
i) an emerging issue of concern was the increase in fly tipping, burning rubbish and dumping 

old tyres on rights of way by the public.    
 

Deregulation Bill 
 
D Brookes advised that the Select Committee report had been due out at the end of 2013.  He 
suggested that elements in the Deregulation Bill could be an occasion for the JLAF to address, 
as part of their remit, more strategic issues such as the use of mechanically propelled vehicles 
(mpv’s) and byways open to all traffic (BOATS).  He advised there had been over 360 
consultation responses of which over 300 were on mpv use in the countryside.  The Select 
Committee had advised government that these are rights of way issues in the Bill but there was 
also a need to look at wider issues.    
 
It was suggested that the JLAF write to D Waterman at Defra re concerns at the ‘inappropriate 
use of what is meant to be quiet enjoyment for everyone’ as there was no policy advice but a 
slew of Select Committee advice therefore D Waterman’s attention should be drawn to this.   

Action: Chairman write to Defra re use of mpv’s   
 
D Brookes said until the illegal use of mpv’s was outlawed it would be very hard to get any grip 
on both those breaking the law through illegal use and those legitimate users who are also 
causing damage.  Members commented on the personal attacks which some members of the 
public were being subjected to when challenging the illegal users.  It was suggested the JLAF 
write to the police and advise them the matter was getting out of hand especially with regard to 
aggression towards the public.     

Action: Chairman write to police re use of mpv’s   
 
8.2 Northumberland National Park Authority update 
 

Members noted the National Park Authority’s report, L Lazzari provided an update and pointed 
out a number of key issues:  
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a) money had been made available by Natural England to be used by the end of March 2014 
and tenders had subsequently been sent out for the purchase of flagstones and helicopter 
lift for ongoing work on the Border Ridge at Houx Hill.   
 

b) Salters Road: with a number of small tasks being undertaken, work was nearing the end 
after five years  
 

c) Simonside: was hoped to get the western end completed shortly if the monies were made 
available, noting this was a summer project; A Miller was liaising with Natural England. 
 

d) discussions still underway with regard to the off-road permissive footpath to link all the 
visitor offers in the vicinity of the Sill (once Brewed). 
 

e) Off road activity: an increase in activity had been noted particularly in the Border Ridge 
area.  L Lazzari reported that a member of the public  had contacted the JLAF with serious 
concerns regarding this problem; the resident had subsequently been visited by the 
National Park ranger.   

 
9 MEMBERS’ SECTION 

 
i) Working Groups:   
 

a) Working Group North: the report on Paths and Parishes was noted, S Rogers pointed 
out it was a joint initiative with the JLAF and NCC and thanked the representatives from 
the County Council, M Jeffrey, T Fish, T Derbyshire, P Bradley and I Graham, who had 
attended the meeting on 1 November 2013.  S Rogers said she hoped JLAF members 
would approach a few parishes local to themselves to see if they had any access 
issues, check for any Rights of Way problems and to contact M Jeffrey if they felt there 
was any work they could help with to ensure current permissions were granted.   

 
 Members noted that parishes have powers with regards to Rights of Way but that many 

of them neither had the knowledge nor the time to deal with access issues.     
 
 M Jeffrey suggested bringing this information together with the letter being prepared to 

accompany the Path Volunteer Handbook (see item 8.1 c).  
Action: M Jeffrey   

 
b) Working Group South: N Rossiter advised the working group would meet in early 

February to discuss the Definitive Map, the Wind Farm statement and an analytical 
approach to commenting on the Rights of Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP).  D Brookes 
reminded the JLAF that with regard to the RoWIP, he would appreciate some helpful 
comments but not a re-write of the document.  

 
Members topics 
 
Members raised issues which had not been previously discussed at the meeting including 
progress with Natural England’s three priorities – J Milner to provide update; progress with the 
Rights of Way Improvement Plan; involvement with working with parishes to continue; and 
Paths for Communities – Swarland Path update including two successful volunteer days. 
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10 GENERAL UPDATES  
 

a) Alnmouth and Warkworth shared use track:  The Chairman asked D Brookes for an on the 
proposal by Northumberland County Council (NCC) and Sustrans to tarmac 5.3 km of 
shared use track between Alnmouth and Warkworth funded with £250,000 from this year’s 
Local Transport Fund budget.  D Brookes clarified the path in question was a permissive 
path not a public right of way.  It was agreed that the Chairman would write to Ms Ruth 
Bendell, Head of Sustainable Transport at NCC outlining the concerns of some JLAF 
members.   

Action: T Liddle/G Featonby 
 

b) Natural England – S Rogers agreed to write an article on her Research Group for the next 
LAF News.  The Chairman was attending the LAF Conference in Durham on 7 March and 
would provide an update at the next meeting.  

Action: S Rogers / G Featonby 
 
c) Conference December 2013 ‘Protecting our Public Rights of Way: putting deregulation into 

practice’: T Liddle attended this event on behalf of the JLAF and will provide an update at 
the next meeting.  

Action: T Liddle 
 

11 CLOSURES AND CONSULTATIONS 
 

 There were no closures to note. 
 
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

a) The Annual Report 2013 – 2014 was approved my members and will be issued forthwith.  
 

b) The Chairman updated members on her attendance at the National Park’s Management 
Plan Group meeting and her discussion with T Adams, Head of Planning and Conservation 
with regard to a small group of JLAF members, including some of the National Park resident 
members, being asked to consider the Management Plan and feed back the views of the 
JLAF.   

 
13 DATES OF FUTURE JLAF MEETINGS 
 
 The Chairman thanked new members for attending the meeting and for their input. The 

meeting closed at 2050. Meetings in 2014 are planned for 24 April, 17 July and 16 October. 
 
Information on the JLAF can be obtained from the website www.northumberland-national 
park.org.uk/lookingafter or from the JLAF Administrator. 

 
 
 

 


