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Minutes of Meeting held on  
 

THURSDAY 23 JULY 2015 AT 1800 - 2100 
 

Haydon Bridge Community Centre 
Attendance: 
Afternoon: Alan Mitcham, Amanda Earnshaw, Chris Foster, Donella Rozario, Gill Featonby, Mike Bell, 

Moray Allan, Susan Rogers, Ted Liddle, Trevor Thorne.   
Evening: Alan Mitcham, Amanda Earnshaw, Chris Foster, Donella Rozario, Gill Featonby, Mike Bell 

(till 2025); Moray Allan, Susan Rogers, Ted Liddle, Trevor Thorne, Michael Smith, Vic 
Brown  

Officers: Lorna Lazzari, Access & Recreation Officer, Northumberland National Park Authority; 
Marion Hume, JLAF Administrator, Northumberland National Park Authority; Mike Jeffrey 
(Countryside Manager, Northumberland County Council  till 2030). 

Apologies:  George Astbury, Iain Jackson, Jonathan Farries, Nick Rossiter, David Brookes. 
 

1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES   
 

Apologies were noted and Amanda Earnshaw, the new JLAF Chairman reminded JLAF 
members they should endeavour to attend meetings of both the full JLAF and of working 
groups and other meetings as arranged. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone, especially new members Michael Smith and Chris Foster 
who became full members from 1 May 2015.  

 
2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: no questions received.  
 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: no declarations. 
 
4 MINUTES OF JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEETING 16 APRIL 2015 
 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 15 April 2015 were approved and signed by the 
Chairman, with an amendment at Item 7 ‘multi-user tracks’ not ‘multi-user groups’ noted.  
 

5 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES not covered elsewhere 
 

Members raised the issue of recruitment of new members particularly the lack of members 
from less represented groups, young people and land interest members. The use of 
stakeholder engagement opportunities to talk to students and young people was suggested, as 
well as the importance of linking engagement with young people and land interest members to 
JLAF Action Plan activity and suggesting access related topics could be included on the 
curriculum for schools and colleges. The next JLAF recruitment would not be until early 2017.   

 
6 CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE / AFTERNOON SESSION    
 

The Chairman drew attention to Chairman’s Report which included updates on the National 
Park Management Plan Partnership meeting of 19 June; the Realising New Commons 
workshop on 1 July; and some information on the North East Combined Authority and that the 
NECA could be a catalyst for the regional local access forums to come together to help 
develop a national transport strategy  
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The Chairman spoke about the afternoon visit to Allen Banks when members learned about 
some of the difficulties the National Trust faces in managing the Allenbanks and Staward 
Gorge site e.g. maintaining the historical landscaping, flood damage repair, landslide control, 
path erosion and wildlife protection. She said JLAF members found the visit informative and 
enjoyable, supported the improvements being undertaken on site and that the initiatives being 
undertaken were seen as worthwhile and desirable to enhance visitor enjoyment and access.  

 
Members were concerned over the prospective problems the National Trust could face should 
the extensive work to rebuild and stabilise the bank side path suffer further, significant damage 
and agreed if this was the case, would work with the Trust to find workable solutions. 

  
Some of the issues raised during the site visit included:  

 

 Possible revision of the map printed in the site guide/leaflet especially as the colour 
contrast and deep green background means that paths do not stand out clearly, some of 
them are hardly visible at all and several of the place names were difficult to read against 
the green background. A well designed map showing all the paths would for many people, 
particularly those with visual impairments, add to the visitor experience. 

 

 If the leaflet follows a National Trust house style then consideration should be given to 
inviting organisations representing the visual impaired to provide an opinion on the 
accessibility of the design. Also on the subject of visitor information certain members 
unfamiliar with the location of the site commented on the poor signage from the A69. 

 

 Given the potential for significant maintenance issues at the site some JLAF members 
were concerned about the level of resource available for the day to day management of 
the site, including bridge repairs and eradicating Western Hemlock and members were 
interested to know more about how volunteering is organised and the way it contributes to 
site development and maintenance. 

 
 7 JLAF ACTION PLAN PROGRESS 
 

Members had received the latest version of the JLAF Action Plan with input included from the 
members who had responded to Ian Jackson’s request for progress input of the emerging 
Action Plan. The Chairman said it was essential that all JLAF members took ownership of the 
Action Plan, that it was a team-effort and asked each member present to advice on progress to 
date with comments were noted, to be forwarded to Ian Jackson. It was noted progress had 
been made on some actions with some of the actions having linkages/co-dependency to 
others; it was also felt some actions might need to be re-worded. The Action Plan would 
feature at each meeting going forward.   
 
The list of discussions points are attached as an appendix to the Minutes. 

 
8 UPDATES FROM APPOINTING AUTHORITIES  
 

Northumberland County Council (verbal) 
 

 M Jeffrey provided a brief verbal update: 

 Eals and Featherstone footbridges complete with repairs done in context with likely use 

 Ovingham stepping stones completed 
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 Gilsland stepping stones work ongoing but had been affected by weather 

 Espershield gates due for installation soon 

 Emphasis on vegetation control 

 New Pennine Way officer in place  

 Commencement of first section of coastal access path in Northumberland with the first 
section from South Bents to Amble with completion expected March 2018.  Route will be a 
national trail but not a public right of way but a 4m linear strip of access land would be set 
within the coastal margin. M Jeffrey outlined in detail the process including the consultation 
exercise which the JLAF should be invited to comment on; he also highlighted issues such 
as vegetation control.  

 
Northumberland National Park Authority update 
 

  L Lazzari highlighted a few points from her report: 
 

 Reported on the visit of Rory Stewart, Defra Minister and his key messages including the 
value of volunteers; 

 Due to money from Natural England (£20,000) and a legacy gifted to the National Park 
Authority, the Simonside path could now be completed; anticipated by end of September; 

 Google checker project had been successful for open spaces – Pennine Way, Simonside, 
some circular walks and Hadrian’s Wall path had been included; 

 Sill funding was progressing with the award of £1 million from the Local Enterprise 
Partnership (LEP); Once Brewed would be closed at the end of August. 

 
S Rogers spoke about the Pennine Bridleway National Trail use which was increasingly being 
used by cyclists as well as riders.   

 
9 WORKING GROUPS 
 
 Working Group chairs were reminded to set up meetings of their working groups between JLAF 

meetings g to take forward discussion on the Action Plan topics and objectives.  It was agreed 
that consideration would be given to the re-formation of the working groups in light of current 
JLAF priorities.  

 
 It was agreed that whilst there was no need for a working group for each Action Plan objective, 

it was important that each working group discussed the Action Plan objectives with all 
members contributing as necessary.   

 
 The report from Working Group North was noted with other members not on the working group 

invited to comment on the river survey if they wished.    
 
10 GENERAL UPDATES  
  

Members were asked to refer also to the Chairman’s Report.  
 

 Northumberland National Park Management Plan Review – JLAF members had received 
information on this Review including the gap analysis and the Chairman invited members to 
let her have any comments by 30 July.  
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 Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty: the Chairman advised she had written to both the 
Coast and North Pennines AONB and introduced herself.  An update from the Coast AONB 
had been received including information on a new approach to encouraging people to cycle 
based on the Quiet Lane principle already discussed with the JLAF when they came to 
Bamburgh in July 2014; the 10th anniversary of the opening of the Northumberland Coast 
Path with a new guidebook, website and passport scheme for 2016 and after 2016 the 
establishment of the English Coast Path between Cresswell and Bamburgh (and then on to 
Berwick) and the implications this will have for the existing promoted routes; and working to 
promote Berwick as a car-free destination. T Liddle provided a brief update on the North 
Pennines AONB and would forward to notes from the AONB group meeting of 24 June 
 

 Big Pathwatch Survey – A Mitcham gave some background to this initiative and it was 
agreed he would organise a square grid exercise for the JLAF. It was hoped this could be 
highlighted via social media channels and a press release with photos.  
 

 Local Nature Partnership: T Liddle provided an update advising he has been asked to sit on 
the Northumberland Coast and Lowland Local Nature Partnership group. 
 

11 CLOSURES AND CONSULTATIONS:  
 
Members were reminded that in future information relating to closures and consultations would 
be sent to all JLAF members to provide comments for any final response. It was agreed to 
continue to send consultation and closure information to all JLAF members who would provide 
feedback to the Chairman and Vice Chairmen so that a JLAF response could be returned 
unless there was an occasion when the closure or consultation required full JLAF input.   
 
The closures and consultations at Winnows Hill Slaley Traffic Regulation Order, Bywell Woods 
Thinning and Forestry Commission Consultation at Lady Hill Farm Tree Planting were noted.  

 
12 MEMBERS’ SECTION 
 

 Media, Publicity and Promotions was now in the Action Plan 

 T Liddle was delighted to provide an update on the success of the new Sandstone way. 

 Police Liaison – T Liddle had nothing to reports and it was hoped an update would be 
available for the October meeting. 

Members had no other items of significant to raise. 
  
13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

 Mike Bell, the National Park Authority representative on the JLAF advised members he had 
been asked to provide a short verbal report on the JLAF at the next meeting of the National 
Park Authority members on 9 September. 
  

14 DATES OF FUTURE JLAF MEETINGS: The meeting ended at 2050. The next meeting will be 
on Thursday 15 October.  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/bigpathwatch

