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MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
 

Thursday 24 October 2013 from 1745 – 2050 
 

Longhirst Village Hall, Longhirst 
 
JLAF Members: Gillian Featonby (Chairman) Amanda Earnshaw 
 Donella Rozario George Astbury (Vice Chairman) 
 Ian Jackson Kirsten Francis 
 Michael Macgregor Moray Allen 
 Steve Beverley Susan Rogers 
 Trevor Thorne Vic Brown 

 
Officers: David Brookes, Northumberland County Council; Mike Jeffrey, Northumberland County 

Council; Lorna Lazzari, Northumberland National Park Authority; Andrew Miller, 
Northumberland National Park Authority; Marion Hume, JLAF Administrator. 

 
Apologies: Alan Mitcham, Angus Collingwood-Cameron, Anne Lowrie, Jonathan Farries, Keith Mole, 

Mike Bell, Nick Rossiter, Paul Collins, Ted Liddle (Vice Chairman). 
 
1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES   
 

G Featonby welcomed everyone and apologies were noted.  M Jeffrey advised  his new job 
title was Green Spaces and Countryside Manager.  

   
2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

The Northumberland National Park and County Joint Local Access Forum (JLAF) had received 
no questions from members of the public for this meeting.   

 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no expressions of interest..  
 
4 MINUTES OF JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEETING 18 JULY 2013. 
 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18 July 2103 were approved as a true record and 
signed by the Chairman. It was noted that ‘Keith Moon’ should read ‘Keith Mole’.  
 

5 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES not covered elsewhere 
 

Members requested a regular Sill update at meeting till the end of the project. A Miller provided 
a general update on the Sill, including information on the recent Highways Authority traffic 
survey and the progress with the planning application for the project. He said it was helpful to 
have the JLAF’s view on the whole project as one of the aims was to make people more 
confident about coming to the countryside.  Members had general concerns about road safety 
and wanted to ask the Highways Authority what criteria they had used for the survey.   
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6 CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE.   
 

G Featonby thanked those involved in helping to organise the afternoon site visit, guided by M 
Jeffrey, which had the theme of ‘Cycling initiatives in South East Northumberland’ and for the 
opportunity to learn more about the ‘Connect 2’ cycling project route at Bedlington-Blyth.  The 
Connect2  project, a five year project run by Sustrans, involves the creation of new cycle and 
walking routes, bridges and other facilities in 79 locations around the UK. It aims to create new 
networks of local paths, improve cycling and walking access and to connect local areas.   
 
Members met the Northumberland County Council’s cycling officer who explained the recently 
completed ‘Connect 2’ cycling section and walked along the river on cycleway and bridleway 
as far as Atlee Park (part of Bedlington County Park) before going on to Gallagher Park, part of 
an old pit reclamation site where members heard about the mountain bike routes which were 
being constructed with grant aid from the SITA Trust which was set up to support community 
and environmental improvement projects through the Landfill Communities Fund.  Members 
noted particularly that facilities for people to use were on their doorstep rather than a car ride 
away and that the BMX track, surfaced in compacted shale, was obviously well used and fitted 
well into it its location.   

 
7 UPDATES FROM APPOINTING AUTHORITIES  
 
7.1 Northumberland County Council 

 
M Jeffrey and D Brookes provided a verbal update in the absence of a written update which 
included: 
 

 new staffing structure at the County Council; 

 capital works including: 

 River Aln at Hawkhill: stepping stones were now in situ; 

 South Tyne – Greenhaugh: footbridge underway; 

 Smoutel Ford: interim report – more work to be done and a further update will be 
provided at the January meeting; 

 2014-2015 capital programme – hope to have same funds – works to do include two 
footbridges (South Tyne); footbridge over Devil’s Water in partnership with the 
landowner; other smaller jobs deferred from 2014 – 2015.  M Jeffrey asked the JLAF to 
advise him of any other small projects to be considered.  

 National Trails Review: following the review of National Trails (April 2013) new management 
arrangements going forward – Hadrian’s Wall Path trails to be rolled out; 

 no additional money from government for recent flood damage repairs; 

 Seghill/Cramlington: local sustainable transport fund (£2 million) – some money being used 
to upgrade from public footpath to bridleway (sealed surface with adjacent soft verges for 
horses) – early planning stages; 

 Simonburn byways: consultation ended September 2013, D Brookes working on the report 
and will update members at their next meeting. 

 
7.2 Northumberland National Park Authority update 
 

Members noted the National Park Authority’s report, L Lazzari provided an update and pointed 
out a number of key issues: 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/places/nationaltrails/review2012.aspx
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 National Trails management: slow progress but regular meetings; 

 Pennine Way: scale of route - meeting planned in November with Yorkshire Dales and North 
Pennines to look at management issues; work complete at Wedderhill; and at Auchcope 
Cairn work the site is being tidied up; 

 College Valley: Kirknewton 51 path – team of volunteers have ‘adopted’ the route for 
maintenance however, more people were needed to walk the route to help keep down the 
bracken on the path; 

 Salter’s Road: waiting on a quote as hoped to start work within the next few weeks – pipe 
crossing/soil reversal – good access; 

 Police liaison meetings: A Miller explained about a serious incident with motor cyclists which 
was followed up highlighting importance of reporting incidents, along with any evidence to 
the relevant authorities, as soon as possible. 

 
Hill Tracks project: pilot of rubber ‘moor mesh’ material (designed for vehicles) being used on 
two sites – footpath at Coombe Fell – 300 metres of moor mesh (8,500 steel pins to secure) 
adjacent to right of way – very slippery at present but vegetation should grow through it .  As a 
year-long pilot designed to prevent peat erosion the National Park Authority were keen on 
comments from users e.g. the JLAF members. The 200 metre section (SSSI open access area 
towards Breamish from Linhope) would be for vehicle use after one year (to allow vegetation to 
grow through).  The cost of the pilot was difficult to ascertain with a cost per running metre x 
2.5 metres wide of £30.  The material was also being piloted by Natural England.   

 
8 FORESTRY ISSUES (consultations) 
 

Members noted the materials relating to the proposals for a large new woodland at Woolaw, 
Rochester and a large new woodland at Wallshield, near Haltwhistle and the draft response 
prepared on behalf of the JLAF by A Earnshaw to these consultations.   A Miller provide some 
further background, explained why the JLAF had been asked for their views and spoke about 
the public meetings which had been held about these applications.  Members asked about 
extending the mass of the forest, the impact of planting trees with regard to open access and 
possible future impact on the area; one member drew attention to Donkleywood.     
 
JLAF members said one of their primary concerns was the access aspect of the applications 
particularly in the years to come as the woodland grew. Members referred to para 3 of the 
Standard Clauses for Wood Grant Creation relating to public access provision being allowed 
across the whole of a site for at least eleven months a year for a minimum of 30 years from the 
first grant payment and felt this should be compulsory in all schemes.  
 
Members noted the content of the draft response to the Forestry Commission and agreed that 
this should be sent on their behalf.  A Earnshaw was thanked for her work in preparing this.  
 

9 MEMBERS’ SECTION 
 
Working Groups 
 
The working groups reports were noted.  Members were pleased to see that the letter sent on 
behalf of the JLAF by I Jackson to the County Council regarding the Definitive Map had been 
replied to and the offer to meet with the IT department was most welcome. It was agreed that I 
Jackson and A Mitcham would try to meet with the IT department and report back.  D Brookes 
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also suggested that the IT department be invited to send someone along to a JLAF meeting.  
Members said they would be pleased to have the opportunity to meet the IT department as 
they felt the end-users of such programmes as the definitive map should be kept in focus. D 
Brookes agreed to provide a link to a website for the  public rights of way network.   
 
Members topics 
 
Members raised issues which had not been previously discussed at the meeting including: 
 

 elect informal deputies to attend meetings where the JLAF is represented e.g. National  
Park Managements Plan Action Plan Group and members asked for a list of all 
opportunities for JLAF representation; 

 BOATS at Diamond Cottage and Gibbshield: D Brookes noted this item and explained how 
these routes had become BOATS (a request from the JLAF several years ago about the 
maintenance process); 

 Weetwood Moor: public treating whole area as open access when one third was not, advice 
had been sought from Natural England; 

 National Park Management Plan Action Plan Group: the JLAF representative had found 
this interesting but had been surprised to note the 2% public awareness of the National 
Park. L Lazzari explained about the random selection of paths surveyed for the 
performance indicator information in the Management Plan; 

 how can young people be encouraged to get out and into the countryside - A Miller advised 
young people / youth were a current priority for the National Park and cited the Sill project 
in this regard and the 2013 National Park Forum would also have Youth as its theme;  

 use of iconic sites such as the Sycamore Gap in film and tv programmes – was there any 
map or record of such places being used -  young people were  media savvy – use media 
more to promote the park e.g. ‘Do you come here? TV companies do!!’ A Miller explained 
about the modest success with recent TV coverage of the area; 

 concentrating more on strategic issues. 
 
 Windfarms 
 

 Members had a lengthy discussion about windfarms and members asked for clarification as to 
any remit local access forums had for windfarms and wind turbine installation, especially with 
regard to impact on access land and recreation.  G Featonby suggested investigating what 
other local access forums were doing with regard to windfarm applications such as were they 
invited to comment on applications and if so, should comments be provided on a case-by-case 
basis or more generically. 
 
Members felt a generic, more strategic viewpoint on the impact on public access of the 
possible proliferation of windfarms in the County and National Park would be helpful and could 
be drawn up and used by the JLAF each time an application came in.  G Featonby asked A 
Mitcham to draw up a draft JLAF Windfarm Position Statement for members’ consideration and 
approval at the next JLAF meeting in January 2104. 

 
10 GENERAL UPDATES  
 

i) Correspondence: members noted recent correspondence to/from the JLAF. With regard to 
the letters of support for Paths 4 Communities members noted that the Swarland route had 
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been successful but the Druridge Bay application had been unexpectedly withdrawn.   
 

ii) Northumberland Coast AONB: the report was noted. G Featonby suggested that 
organisations such as the AONBs and National Park collaborated more on their 
Management Plan reviews but it was noted that different organisations had different remits 
with national policy, the government and financial drivers often the main reasons for 
differences and the need for changing plans.  
 

iii) North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty: the report was noted. 
 

iv) Natural England update: report noted with a query relating to the information provided on 
Druridge Bay.   
 

v) Paths 4 Communities: Cllr T Thorne thanked the JLAF for their help with the Swarland 
footpath application which had had a positive result.  

 
11 CLOSURES AND CONSULTATIONS 
 
 There were no closures to note and the consultations were dealt with in item 8. 
 
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

 Members asked about the Rights of Way Improvement Plan and it was agreed that an update 
would be provided at the January 2014 JLAF meeting by the County Council.  D Brookes 
advised that the Local Transport Plan process would begin again in 2014 and it was likely there 
would be some reviewing (not re-writing) of the Rights of Way Improvement Plan which the 
JLAF would be invited to participate in.  Members were interested in finding out what other 
local authorities were doing with regard to Rights of Way Improvement and Local Transport 
Plans and any involvement local access forums had in these.  

 
13 DATES OF FUTURE JLAF MEETINGS 
 
 The Chairman thanked new members for attending the meeting and for their input. The 

meeting closed at 2050. The next meeting is Thursday 23 January 2014 at Eastburn, Hexham 
with other meetings in 2014 planned for 24 April, 17 July and 16 October. 
 
Information on the JLAF can be obtained from the website www.northumberland-national 
park.org.uk/lookingafter or from the JLAF Administrator. 

 
 
 
 


