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Minutes of Meeting held on  
 

Thursday 23 October 2104 
 

Ingram Village Hall, Ingram 
 

JLAF members:  Alan Mitcham, Anne Lowrie, Donella Rozario, George Astbury, Gill Featonby   
(Chairman), Michael Macgregor, Moray Allan, Sue Rogers, Ted Liddle, Trevor Thorne, 
Victoria Brown, Angus Collingwood-Cameron. 

 
Officers: Lorna Lazzari, Access & Recreation Officer, Northumberland National Park Authority; 

Marion Hume, JLAF Administrator, Northumberland National Park Authority ; Andrew 
Miller (Head of Programmes and Partnerships, Northumberland National Park 
Authority); D Brookes Infrastructure Records Manager, Sustainable Transport, 
Northumberland County Council).  

 
Apologies: Amanda Earnshaw, Ian Jackson, Jonathan Farries, Kirsten Francis, Mike Bell, Nick 

Rossiter, Steve Beverely.  
 

1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES   
 

G Featonby, JLAF Chairman, welcomed everyone and apologies were noted.  She intimated 
that Paul Collins had tendered his resignation due to ill health.  

   
2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

The Northumberland National Park and County Joint Local Access Forum (JLAF) had received 
no questions from members of the public for this meeting.   

 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
4 MINUTES OF JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEETING 23 JANUARY 2014. 
 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 17 July 2014  were approved as a true record 
and signed by the Chairman.  It was noted that Andrew Miller and Michael Macgregor had 
been in attendance.  
 

5 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES not covered elsewhere 
 

Several matters were briefly discussed: 

 Chairman advised she had written to Iain Robson, Northumberland Coast AONB in 
support of the Quiet Lanes, Bamburgh project, following the previous meeting.  

 A Mitcham updated members on recent developments with wind farms and reminded 
members the Wind Farm Position Statement was available on the JLAF website.  

 Definition of road side verges had been included in the last Minutes. 

 Condition Survey and User Report: D Brookes advised a report would be prepared with 
the Best Value Performance Indicator survey to make a single, annual report.  
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 Mrs Rogers said, with regard to the Local Transport Plan, she would do some work on the 
Cheviot Challenge Riding routes following intervention from the BHS.  

 T Liddle advised it was expected the Sandstone Way would be open from Easter 2015.  
 

6 CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE.    
 

The chairman, referring to the informative afternoon site visit on Climate Change Adaptation in 
the Breamish Valley,  thanked Jen Hewitson, Cheviot Futures Project Co-ordinator for meeting 
members to look at Climate Change Adaptation issues in the Breamish Valley and for the 
expertise and knowledge that was evident from her presentation of the topic. Members had 
provided Ms Hewitson with some feedback on issues including ‘what does climate change 
mean for access’ and ‘what impact can riverbank erosion have on access, archaeology etc and 
what can be done about it’.   
 
Members were impressed with the ‘fire pond’;  the close liaison the National Park has with the 
Fire & Rescue Service; the way the National Park was engaging people to work with them on 
this essential bit of work; how risk was reduced with better landscape management; noted the 
different methodologies for solving soil erosion e.g. timber groynes at Ingram river and the 
variance in costs of repairs depending on the method used.   Members noted that the National 
Park had decided that education and signage were particularly beneficial to the public during 
periods of fire risk.  
 
Referring to the questions posed to members, it was agreed all members should send Ms 
Hewitson their observations and comments particularly those who had attended the site visit. 
The Chairman asked for an update on the topic in a few years’ time.  
 
Turning to other matters, the Chairman spoke about the previous meeting when there had 
been lively discussion about the role of the local access forum, reminded members that the 
JLAF was not a committee but a forum for debate and discussion and in that regard, members 
should be aware of the role of a local access forum and of issues being discussed even if they 
were not of particular interest to them in order to be able to provide advice and guidance as 
required.  With regard to attendance, the Chairman felt attendance by appointing authority 
representatives was important and hoped that in future, appointing authority representatives 
would attend more JLAF meetings and suggested that if they were unable to attend, they 
should send a substitute.   

 
7 UPDATES FROM APPOINTING AUTHORITIES  
 
7.1 Northumberland County Council 

 
A verbal report was provided by D Brookes with key points including: 
 

 Condition Survey and User Report – a report would be prepared with the Best Value 
Performance Indicator survey results to make a single, annual report. 
 

 An update on the Modification Orders will be issued in due course. 
 

 No changes to the budget 2015 – 2016 and £200,000 allocated through the Local 
Transport Plan for capital Rights of Way projects. 
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 The Melkridge Lonnen public enquiry was scheduled for 31 March 2015. 
 

 The Local Transport Plan – this included an allocation of funding for capital maintenance 
work for highways, including bridleways and footpaths.  The JLAF should be aware of this 
with regard to their work with parishes and should remind parishes of the Local Transport 
Plan processes including sustainable transport schemes. JLAF members working with 
parishes could be effective in passing on concern, uncertainties or any other issues to the 
County Council. T Liddle updated members on some activities with parishes which he had 
been involved in including with Corbridge Parish Council. 
 

 The Definitive Map: members commented on the good work done by NCC on this and 
there was discussion around various issues to do with the Definitive Map including any 
impact the Deregulation Bill might have. Members noted that as the on-line mapping 
issues had been resolved it was hoped attention could be turned to the definitive map and 
JLAF members were asked to raise any specific issues directly with the County Council 
unless they directly impacted the work of the JLAF. 

 
7.2 Northumberland National Park Authority update 
 

Members noted the National Park Authority’s report; L Lazzari provided an update and pointed 
out a number of key issues: 
 
a) National Trails: a further update would be provided at the next meeting including the 

amalgamation of the Pennine Way and Pennine Bridleway in terms of management. The 
Yorkshire Dales National Park is now the lead partner for the Pennine Way/Pennine 
Bridleway Partnership. 

 
b) 50th Anniversary of the Pennine Way and 10 years since CROW being celebrated in May 

2015.  The BBC had been filming and it was hoped there would be two or three 
programmes to coincide with the 50th anniversary. 

 
c) Hadrian’s Wall Path:  staff transfers had been concluded with staff in place; currently 

working on budgets and projects, with the first full Hadrian’s Wall Partnership meeting due 
on 24 October.  A Miller expressed his thanks to Mrs Lazzari for her work on, and support 
of, this area of work.  

 
d) The Sill: the planning application had been approved by the National Park Authority on 17 

September 2014 and the Phase II application submitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund on 16 
October. Members noted the letter of support sent by the JLAF though there were still 
concerns regarding access to the site and road junction/safety issues.  A Miller updated 
members on the Highways Authority review of this area of concern.  

 
e) the summer season had been very busy and there had been an increase in trail bike 

usage particularly in the Cheviots and the north of the Park and liaison with the police was 
continuing in this regard with early notification of incidents encouraged. It was noted that 
incidents in the south of the park had shown a decline possibly due to the traffic regulation 
order imposed.  Working Group South agreed that they would look at trail bikes and 4wd 
incidents  in more detail at their next meeting.    
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8 WORKING GROUPS 
 

a) Working Groups South:  
 
T Liddle spoke about concerns around increased use of trail bikes and 4wd vehicles and 
on-going damage they were causing to parts of the county. He suggested a joint meeting 
with landowners who were affected by this,  the local police liaison officer and any others 
interested in this matter particularly with regard to incidents in the north of the county to 
encourage more pro-active activity in an attempt to address this area of concern 
particularly for landowners and other users of the affected areas. He agreed to let the 
JLAF Administrator know when the meeting would be held.  

 
b) Working Group North: 

 
The Working Group report of 17 October was noted and Mrs Rogers provided further 
information with regard to the Paths & Parishes project.  Members asked for clarification 
as to what was being offered to parishes and what were parishes being encouraged to do 
or not do. D Brookes explained that one of the aims was to provide a sign-post for 
parishes to NCC’s area officers so queries could be recorded and processed as required. 
He cautioned against the JLAF going into too much detail but to rather act as a catalyst to 
providing further assistance and guidance.    
 
With regard to the LAF National Survey, the working group had noted issues of interest: 
 

 Breadth and composition of membership and could appointing authorities do any more 
to help encourage a wider range of ages and ethnicities.  A Miller spoke about the 
National Park’s work with Young People and Governance to encourage young people 
to become more involved in the countryside and it was agreed to include the Authority’s 
Youth Engagement Officer in the distribution of recruitment information. 
 

 Parish Councils receiving notification of meeting dates/agendas, though this information 
was available on the JLAF website, to encourage public attendance at meetings and 
submission of questions. 
 

 Due to the varied range of member knowledge and expertise more specific training on 
selected topics, would be beneficial and members were reminded of PRoW training 
arranged for January’s meeting. 
 

 Better engagement of local access forums with, and reporting back of relevant 
information from,  other organisations including the Section 94 (4) bodies; it was noted 
several JLAF members were already involved with other organisations e.g., Local 
Nature Partnership, North Pennines Access & Recreation Working Group, the National 
Park Management plan Action Plan Group etc.  It was agreed to compile a list of 
member involvement with other groups.  
 

 The purpose, benefit of Huddle and need to make it simpler to use.  T Liddle agreed to 
raise this with J Milner, Natural England at the Regional Meeting on 20 November 2014. 
 

 Contact with other local access forums and opportunities for networking which needs to 
be improved on. It was agreed to specifically invite the neighbouring local access 
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forums to the next JLAF meeting in January 2015 though it was pointed out they, 
Natural England, the AONBs etc were invited to every JLAF meeting. 
 

 Finances and funding – members were asked to identify any courses, visits, topics for 
future meetings or training they felt would be beneficial for consideration noting the 
limited budget available.  
 

 List of Streets – D Brookes agreed to provide a briefing note in due course. 
  

 c) Strategic Development Working Group – members noted this new working group and 
agreed the membership of I Jackson, M Allan, D Rozario and S Beverley. The first meeting 
of the group would take place as soon as possible in order to prepare for the January 
meeting’s workshop on Workplans and Priorities. 

 
9 JLAF WORK PLAN and PRIORITIES 
 

Members were invited to provide some topics for consideration for the 2015 – 2016 Work 
Plan and Priorities to assist the discussions at the session at the January meeting and JLAF 
topics included the Sill; National Park Authority liaison; Open Access and Forestry; Rights of 
Way Improvement Plan revision; Local Transport Plan; LAF newsletter input; De-regulation 
Act and implications; Common Agricultural Policy reform; and NELMs (New Environment 
Land Management Schemes).      
 
With regard to NELMS, members spoke about various issues especially the financial issues, 
permissive access issues, what could the JLAF be doing with regard to securing permissive 
access, what mechanisms were in place re permissive access with regard to community 
access etc.  A Miller provided some useful information for members including advising that 
draft targeting statements were due out over the next few weeks via the Local Nature 
Partnerships and it was agreed that A Miller and T Liddle, as a Local Nature Partnership 
representative, would liaise in this regard and provide an update to members in due course. 
 
Members were reminded the JLAF Work Plan and Priorities would be a major agenda item at 
the 22 January 2015 meeting and it was hoped as many members as possible would attend.  

 
10 GENERAL UPDATES  
 

 Correspondence was noted. 
 

 North Pennines AONB:  no update. 
 

 Northumberland Coast AONB: V Brown advised there were three meetings a year.  Issues 
of interest included ‘Dark Skies’ events taking place over the Winter; investigations 
herbicide effects on dune grassland with a view to using it on pirri pirri.; officers’ continued 
liaison with St Cuthbert’s and St Oswald’s way groups; discussions with NCC Highways 
about parking in coastal villages; small electric bike hire network opening spring; code of 
conduct for boat owners for marine life observations and disturbance; Sustainable Tourism 
fund is providing support for the Sandstone Way; guided kayak tours of the Coquet Estuary 
through Coquet Shorebase Trust; and resurfacing of the multi-user track between 
Alnmouth and Warkworth is causing controversy, as the initial surface was welcomed by 
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local cyclists, but subsequent additional surfacing has initially made it worse which should 
settle down and improve once it has bedded in. 
 

 Local Nature Partnership (LNPs): A Miller provided some background information including 
the Northumberland Chain LNP which included National Park Authority, the AONBs and 
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority, and covered a huge area.  It was noted that the 
emphasis of LNPs was ‘working the ground’ rather than being a ‘talking shop’; there was 
now a Board in place with a well structured two-year workplan; and the LNP was working 
with farmers and land managers particularly with high nature-value farming in the uplands 
on e.g. haymeadows, broad-leaved woodland etc. T Liddle reminded members he was 
JLAF representative on the Northumberland Coast and Lowlands LNP which was a smaller 
LNP; one of his concerns was the lack of government funding for this government initiative.  
 

11 CLOSURES AND CONSULTATIONS 
 

Members noted the following consultations:  
 
a) It was noted the Chairman and Vice Chairmen currently reviewed closures and 

consultations and that the information was sent to all JLAF members to provide comments 
for any final response.  It was agreed to continue to send consultation and closure 
information to all JLAF members who would provide feedback to the Chairman and Vice 
Chairmen so that a JLAF response could be returned unless there was an occasion when 
the closure or consultation required full JLAF input.  

 
b) It was noted that ‘Greedlee’ should be ‘Gleedlee’. 
 
c) With reference to the ‘Development Guide and Consultation Draft on advice to Dog 

Owners in the Countryside’, some members were disappointed at the quality of this 
document and had found it unhelpful.   

   
12 MEMBERS’ SECTION 
 
 Members raised the following matters not previously discussed: 

 Dukesfield Arches update and the award of the HLF grant 

 Heritage Way, Tyne & Wear – A Mitcham has written to the Tyne & Wear LAF Chairman 

 Chillingham Park and the retiral of the warden 
 
13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 
 The draft Annual Report 2013 – 2014 was approved for publication and distribution. 
 
14 DATES OF FUTURE JLAF MEETINGS 
 
 The next meetings will be held on Thursday 22 January 2015 [(at Hexham Enterprise Hub @ 

Eastburn (Northumberland National Park), 16 April, 23 July and 15 October 2015.  
 
 
Signed:  (Chairman) .........................................................................   (Gill Featonby) 


