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Minutes of Meeting Thursday 24 April 2014 1720 - 2005 
 

Etal Village Hall, Ford & Etal Estates, Northumberland 
 
JLAF Members: Amanda Earnshaw Anne Lowrie 
 George Astbury Gillian Featonby 
 Ian Jackson Jonathan Farries 
 Moray Allen Nick Rossiter 
 Susan Rogers Ted Liddle 
 Cllr Trevor Thorne (NCC) Vic Brown  
 

Officers: David Brookes, Northumberland County Council; Mike Jeffrey, Northumberland County 
Council; Lorna Lazzari, Northumberland National Park Authority; Andrew Miller, 
Northumberland National Park Authority); Marion Hume, JLAF Administrator. 

 
Apologies: Alan Mitcham, Angus Collingwood-Cameron, Donella Rosario, Kirsten Francis (NNPA), 

Michael Macgregor, Mike Bell (NNPA), Paul Collins, Steve Beverley.  
 
1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES   
 

G Featonby welcomed everyone and apologies were noted. 
   
2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

The Northumberland National Park and County Joint Local Access Forum (JLAF) had received 
no questions from members of the public for this meeting.   

 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no expressions of interest...  
 
4 MINUTES OF JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEETING 23 JANUARY 2014. 
 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 23 January 2014 were approved as a true record 
and signed by the Chairman.  
 

5 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES not covered elsewhere 
 

a) A letter of support for the Sill project had been sent to Mr S Evans, Head of Corporate 
Services and Sill Director at Northumberland National Park Authority, by the JLAF 
Chairman, Gill Featonby.  
 

b) J Milner, Natural England’s Access Delivery (Northumbria Team) to be contacted with 
regard to an update from Natural England particularly with regard to their ‘three key 
points’. 
 

c) T Liddle updated members on the Alnmouth and Warkworth shared use (tarmac the off-
road shared-use permissive path between Alnmouth and north of Warkworth by the 

County Council).  It was noted there had been no formal consultation with the JLAF on this 

matter though the JLAF had provided advice which had appeared not to have been taken 
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on board. Members were concerned at the lack of consultation on this important matter 
and it was suggested awareness raising with officers of the County Council and the JLAF 
would be beneficial for future similar situations.   
 

6 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMEN 
 

D Brookes took the Chair for the election of the Chairman, advised members there had been 
three nominations for the three available posts and incited any other member to put 
themselves or another member forward for election. 
 
Chairman: Gillian Featonby  Proposed by S Rogers, seconded by A Lowrie and  

unanimously voted in as Chairman. Mrs Featonby 
assumed the Chair. 
 

Deputy Chairman: Edward Liddle Proposed by Cllr T Thorne, seconded by A Earnshaw and 
     unanimously voted in as a Deputy Chairman. 
 
Deputy Chairman: George Astbury Proposed by G Featonby, seconded by M Allan and 

      unanimously voted in as a Deputy Chairman 
 
7 UPDATE ON RECRUITMENT 
 

D Brookes advised members there had been no recruitment for 2014 – 2015 following the 
JLAF Review undertaken by the National Park Authority in 2012 and the subsequent resolution 
passed by Authority members in June 2012 that JLAF recruitment took place bi-annually in 
future.  It had been agreed by the Appointing Authorities to give the six members due to retire 
on 30 April 2014 an extension of one year to their membership and therefore A Mitcham, A 
Collingwood-Cameron, A Lowrie, S Beverley, S Rogers and G Astbury had been reappointed 
from 1 May 2014 – 30 April 2015. A full recruitment would take place for 2015 – 2016.   

 
8 CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE.   
 

The Chairman summarised the afternoon sessions and thanked Ford & Etal Estates and Lord 
Joicey for an interesting and informative afternoon visit.  Some points noted by members 
included suggesting a river canoe trail;  installing new and correct signage; concerns about the 
river walk erosion especially following the recent flooding; commented on the well maintained 
estate; and proposing some new horse-riding routes. T Liddle asked members to e-mail him 
any other observations to pass on to Lord Joicey. With regard to the signage M Jeffrey agreed 
to send Lord Joicey some correct waymarking.   

  
9 UPDATES FROM APPOINTING AUTHORITIES  
 
9.1 Northumberland County Council 

 
A verbal report was provided by M Jeffrey and D Brookes with key points including: 
 
a) Budgets: Capital programme - £200,000 for 2014-2015.  Key projects included Redesford 

Bridge (footbridge on footpaths) and two foot bridges to replace over the River South 
Tyne.  M Jeffrey noted a suggestion from S Rogers of one bridge suitable for cycles and 
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horses over the South Tyne. M Jeffrey advised that the current Chief Officer at the Council 
was seen to be pro-access especially with regards to issues such as tourism.  
 

b) Smoutel Ford: the consultant’s report had been received.  The Irish ford option at the point 
where it was proposed to divert the bridleway was now with the designers. The costs still 
had to be verified (in the region of £100,000) and it had to be confirmed where this project 
fitted into the priorities of future capital programmes.  M Jeffrey agreed to keep the JLAF 
informed of progress.  
 

c) Hadrian’s Wall Path: members noted Hadrian’s Wall Trust was being wound up and 
expressed concern at future and on-going maintenance of Hadrian’s Wall path. L Lazzari 
reported on the National Park Authority role as managing agent and advised funding would 
come from Natural England and Highways Authority but not English Heritage.  
 

d) Volunteers Handbook: S Rogers advised she had now drafted a letter about encouraging 
parish involvement in the care of local public rights of way (footpaths and bridleways) and 
was liaising with M Jeffrey in this regard. 
 

e) Melkridge Lonnen: D Brookes advised that, following a court hearing, the application had 
been refused on two grounds and it was assumed there would be a public enquiry in 
autumn 2014. He would provide a further update at a future meeting.  
 

f) On-line definitive mapping NCC website: I Jackson and A Mitcham had met with R 
Gilchrist with regard to the County Council’s on-line definitive mapping website, good 
progress was being made and members complemented the site improvements. 
 

g) Modification Orders: D Brookes agreed to send a list of modification orders for distribution 
to members’ information. 
 

h) Climate change: I Jackson spoke about adaptation to extreme weather and asked if, 
empirically, the County Council had received requests to increase their spend over the 
next 20 years on infrastructure repairs due to extreme weather and was any predictive 
assessment being done.  M Jeffrey advised that no strategic work on this was currently 
being done by the Council.  
 
Members suggested the impact of climate change on access and the countryside could be 
addressed on a wider level by Natural England and could also be an issue the local 
access forum chairs took up. Members noted that agencies such as national parks had to 
produce Climate Change Adaptation Plans and A Miller said that though no empirical 
research had been done, access was mentioned in Northumberland National Park’s Plan 
and he would be surprised if it was not in other agency plans.   

 
9.2 Northumberland National Park Authority update 
 

Members noted the National Park Authority’s report, L Lazzari provided an update and pointed 
out a number of key issues:  
 
a) National Trails: another 300 metre section of the Pennine Way had been completed and 

Natural England had now set three year budget plans. 
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b) Pennine Way National Trail (including Pennine Bridleway) was now being headed up by 
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority. 
 

c) Motorbikes: problems were ongoing with the last six months particularly problematic.  The 
police were taking infringements of use seriously with more resources in place.  G 
Featonby confirmed that she had written to D Waterman and the Chief Constable in this 
regard. Members were reminded of the procedure for reporting infringements to the police.  
Members noted that under the Deregulation Bill Defra had been tasked with setting up a 
stakeholder working group to achieve a consensus on the issue of motorbikes and 4WD 
use once the Bill is passed.   
 
Members were reminded of the helpline number – 03457 043043. 
 

d) The Sill: A Miller provided an updated on developments with the Sill and advised that the 
planning application had been lodged with the Planning Authority (Northumberland 
National Park) with a view to going to Development Management Committee in time for 
the next application for Heritage Lottery Funding in October 2014.  He reminded members 
that £3 million in matched funding had to be obtained.  He thanked the County Council for 
their support for the project but there had been disappointment in the support from Defra.  

 
10 MEMBERS’ SECTION 

 
Working Groups:   
 
a) S Rogers drew attention to the report from Working Group North and advised a joint letter 

from the County Council and the National Park (JLAF) had been drafted to send to Parish 
Councils to encourage parish involvement in the care and promotion of local public rights 
of way (footpaths and bridleways).  M Jeffrey agreed to look at before it was sent and 
suggested that a link to the ‘Public Paths in Northumberland’ booklet be included.  

 
 S Rogers also suggested that interested parties be provided with a pack of waymark 

arrows though members said that people had to understand how, why and where to install 
these signs therefore some training would be required with a member of the Access team 
and a JLAF member with the local parish representative and that this could be useful in 
engaging with parishes.  

 
b) N Rossiter drew attention to the report from Working Group South and the report from the 

useful meeting with the County Council on the Definitive Map on 28 March 2014.  It was 
clarified that point 8 in this report (relating to those rights of way for which there are major 
issues such as a missing bridge which would be helpful to have indicated on the map in a 
similar way to rights of way closures) it was clarified this item was for ‘urgent’ issues.   

 
 D Brookes said it would be difficult to manage this especially as situations could change 

overnight but every endeavour would be made to keep the map as up to date as feasibly 
possible but asked members to provide ideas of what point 8 could contain and said he 
would also ask the Area Access Officers.  Members also noted that the public’s 
understanding of maps varied and therefore consideration had to be given to the publics’ 
knowledge and understanding of maps.  
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The Working Group had also discussed the Rights of Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP) and 
had a number of queries (detailed the working group report). D Brookes clarified that any 
review of the RoWIP had to be deskbound and simple as there were now no resources to 
undertake surveys or research, though a review of some national statistics such as the 
MENE (Monitor of Engagement with the Natural Environment) data could be considered 
though at a local level,  the relevance was debatable for the RoWIP. However, some 
members felt there could be useful data such as health statistics, visitor trends, transport 
figures and indicators of funding opportunities which could be analysed at a local level.   
 
M Jeffrey said he would prepare a Conditions Report and reminded members that surveys 
were undertaken each May and November with a randomly selected sample of 5% of the 
network.   He also spoke about User Requests, explained the process; advised he had 
spoken to his team about closing off user requests reports on completion; and would 
provide a list of User Requests for members’ information. 
 
Members discussed the Wind Farm Statement and, as Alan Mitcham, who had prepared 
the Statement, was absent it was agreed to defer this to the next meeting when the final 
version of the statement would be considered.  
 

Members’ topics 
 
Members had an opportunity to raise issues not already covered during the meeting and these 
included: the Swarland and Newton-on-the Moor Paths4Communities  success; Hadrian’s Wall 
Path and National Trail Review and the ‘Wall Together’ group; the possible path between 
Smalldene and Swarland Woods (A Lowrie and M Jeffrey to liaise); the status of the Thropton 
multi-use path; and a possible future JLAF meeting with Northumberland Estates on how they 
manage access and creating public rights of way. 
 

11 GENERAL UPDATES  
 

a. Letter from the Minister – April 2014: the contents were noted and G Featonby will reply to 
ask for clarification of the sentence relating to advising local highway authorities on the 
revision of Rights of Way Improvement Plans  (RoWIP) and ensuring that any revisions to 
a RoWIP covers access to woodland as well as other land types and consideration be 
given to how to provide improved provision for horse-riders.                                 

Action: G Featonby 
b. The general update on the Northumberland Coast AONB was noted. 
 
c. The general update on the North Pennines AONB and the Minutes of the 41st Partnership 

Meeting (March 2014) were noted.  T Liddle advised that money had been awarded to the 
two valleys to set up an electric cycle network in the North Pennines, which he had 
assisted with;  members noted the National Park Authority links to this project; members 
asked about funding for the long-term maintenance of the route and noted that as it was 
anticipated the project would be an income-generator, funds would come from income.  
   

 d.  T Liddle provided an update on the Local Access Forums  Regional Conference 7 March 
2014. He advised that R Aubrook, Natural England North East Manager and Chair of the 
Coast and Lowland Local Nature Partnership was keen to engage with local access 
forums with regard to Local Nature Partnerships and that he would continue to liaise with 
Natural England in this regard, reporting anything pertinent to and from the JLAF.  
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12 CLOSURES AND CONSULTATIONS 
 

 Members noted the Forestry Commission closure: Willyshaw Rigg and Todd Knowe.  
 
 
13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

 T Liddle updated members on development with the Sandstone Way route fro mountain bikes; 
he welcomed the involvement of the NNPA which meant more funding had been drawn in but 
this extra involvement was extending the implementation phase. He advised that the steering 
group was working well but expressed concern that this summer may be lost in terms of 
opening the route for use by the public.  
 

14 DATES OF FUTURE JLAF MEETINGS 
 
 The Chairman thanked new members for attending the meeting and for their input. The 

meeting closed at 2005. Meetings in 2014 are planned for Thursday 17 July (themed around 
Northumberland Coast AONB)  and  Thursday 23 October (themed around Northumberland 
National Park Authority).  

 
 
 


