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MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
 

Thursday 20 October 2011 from 1745 – 2030 
 

at Cuddystone Village Hall, Kirknewton 
 
JLAF Members: George Astbury (Vice Chair) Alan Mitcham 
 Vic Brown Ted Liddle 
 Gill Featonby (Vice Chair) Peter Nicholson 
 Graeme Ferguson Sue Rogers 
 Graham Gill Nick Rossiter 
 Anne Lowrie Lindsay Wilson  
   
Officers: David Brookes, Northumberland County Council; Mike Jeffrey, Northumberland 

County Council; Lorna Lazzari, Northumberland National Park Authority; Marion 
Hume, JLAF Administrator Northumberland National Park Authority. 

Others: Paget Lazzari, Northumberland National Park Authority. 
 
Apologies: Members: Eddie Carrington, Angus Collingwood-Cameron, James Brown, Edward 

Heslop, Annie Saunders, Steve Beverley, D Baines. Others: Jo-anne Garrick.  
 
1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 

 
Gill Featonby stood in for James Brown as Chair.  She welcomed everyone to the meeting, 
and introduced two of the new members to their first meeting - Lindsay Wilson and Alan 
Mitcham.  Apologies were noted.  
 

2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

The Northumberland National Park and County Joint Local Access Forum (JLAF) had received 
no questions from members of the public for this meeting.   

 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 
4. MINUTES OF JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEETING 21 JULY 2011 
 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed by Gill Featonby. 
 
5. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES not covered elsewhere 
 
5.1 Item 5.3 Parish Booklet:  An update would be provided at the next meeting. Action: M Jeffrey 
 
5.2 Item 5.4 Slaley traffic regulation order: Further to a request to provide information on a local 

non-motorised user group being set up, D Brookes advised he would report on this item during 
his update.   

 
5.3 Item 5.5 Natural England: D Brookes said he had contacted Natural England regarding the 

work the JLAF members had undertaken on identifying permissive routes, suggesting they 
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contact the JLAF to thank them for their input.  He was disappointed to note no further 
progress had been made with the information provided by the JLAF.   

 
5.3 Item 5.9 Driving licence and insurance details: G Featonby updated members on a meeting 

she and the Chair had attended with the National Park, when the reasons why the National 
Park were requesting specific information relating to members’ insurance (which had to include 
business use) and driving licence details was discussed.  L Lazzari agreed to ask J A Garrick 
to further clarify the situation.       Action: L Lazzari 

 
One member said he had been asked to pay an extra fee to have ‘business use’ included on 
his insurance.  D Brookes asked the member to send M Hume the details and re-imbursement 
of this amount would be made, upon receipt of the necessary documentation.  Action: M Hume 

 
5.4 Item 5.10: Corbridge Heritage Trails: T Liddle informed the meeting that two trail leaflets were 

due out soon and further routes were being developed.   
 
6 CHAIR’S REMARKS 
 

In the absence of the Chair there was nothing to report. 
 

7 ANNUAL REPORT 2011 – 2012 
 

The Draft Annual Report 2011 – 2012 was ratified by the Members and can now be published, 
with copies sent to Defra.  It was noted that Defra now required additional annual reporting 
information and had supplied a pro-forma for the submission of this information. 
 

8 KEY POINTS FROM AFTERNOON SESSION 
 

G Featonby thanked everyone involved in the afternoon session, the College Valley Estate 
representatives for hosting the site visit, including Mount Hooley Bunk House, and Andrew 
Miller, Northumberland National Park Authority, for his guidance during the visit in advising the 
JLAF members of the work the National Park was currently undertaking with the Estate. 
Amongst the matters discussed were management issues of opening up a country estate for 
public access, the ‘pros and cons’ of providing open access to a country estate, ways of 
making the estate more attractive to a wider range of users and financial implications. 
Members agreed it had been a very useful and worthwhile visit and they hoped to be able to 
provide advice to the College Valley Estate as they move forward.   
 
It was agreed that a thank-you letter be sent to the College Valley, advising them the JLAF will 
be in touch in the New Year with a suggestion as to how the JLAF could help them going 
forward.  It was also agreed that the Chair and Vice Chairs would discuss the way ahead at 
their wash-up meeting and at the next meeting, put forward their proposals for liaising with the 
College Valley Estate.                           Action: Chair and Vice Chairs 
 

9 UPDATES FROM APPOINTING AUTHORITIES  
 
9.1 Northumberland County Council 
 

a) D Brookes tabled the County Council’s update with additional photos to support the item on 
Doddington Bridge.  Key points from the report included the completion of the replacement 
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bridge at Doddington, the go-ahead for a bridge over the River Aln and the commencement 
of two new bridleway bridges at Coanwood.   
 

b) M Jeffrey drew members’ attention to the Rothbury Path, pointed out that this multi-use 
path now had a gritty top surface in place, that it was being well used by a range of users 
and suggested JLAF members might like to go and see the work for themselves.  Members 
asked how much it had cost to put this path in place and he agreed to provide this 
information.                                                                                   Action: M Jeffrey 
 

c) Dilston: Members asked about the safe route to school path that Dilston hoped to install 
and that they had been advised by the County Council that there was no budget left to 
carry out this work.  D Brookes agreed to look into this matter and to ascertain if there was 
any possibility of alternative finance for this project.                   Action: D Brookes 

 
d) Smoutel Ford: D Brookes drew attention to Smoutel Ford, advising that the County Council 

was considering making a diversion order and therefore was inviting people to come 
forward with their views. He thanked individual JLAF members who had provided some 
specific comments and hoped to receive further, more considered, representations from as 
wide a range of people as possible.   
 
D Brookes therefore asked the JLAF to provide a broader response as they represented a 
wide range of users and in doing this, to look at the route ‘in the round’, in the context of 
budget restraints and at ways of prioritising the route.  He agreed to contact the JLAF in 
this regard and suggested the matter could be addressed by a working group, with a 
possible site visit.  He asked that M Jeffrey be kept informed especially if a site visit was to 
be arranged.                                                       Action: D Brookes / JLAF Members 
 

e) Slaley Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO): D Brookes advised this ETRO had 
only six of its eighteen months left to run.  He advised that before the County Council 
decided on how to proceed, it was intended to undertake an informal consultation on the 
impact of the ETRO and whether the Council should make the order permanent, amend it 
or let it lapse.  He added that a logger had been installed on the route which provided 
monthly average usage figures which showed that motorbike use was higher in the 
summer than winter, and in the main it appeared that motorbike users were observing the 
ETRO.  Members asked if the extreme variances in weather over the past twelve month 
might have impacted on these results.   

 
D Brookes said he would write to the JLAF regarding the informal consultation, asking them 
to submit their views.  He also suggested the JLAF could consider re-visiting the route at a 
meeting in early 2012.                                                               Action: D Brookes/Chair 
 

f) Slaley Motor Vehicle Group: D Brookes updated on this item and advised the meeting that 
the Slaley Motor Vehicle Group had met, which had been attended by L Lazzari who had 
discussed the National Park’s input.   The group had explored how a similar group might 
operate in the south of the county.  D Brookes also pointed out the role Slaley Parish 
Council played in reporting incidents.  
 

g) Definitive Map Modification Orders:  In response to a query from a member, D Brookes 
confirmed that the Alwinton order was confirmation of an order to re-align a path.   
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h) Wind farms: In response to a query from a JLAF member about whether or not wind farms 
were part of their remit, D Brookes said unless there was a very specific instance where the 
wind farm proposal would physically impact on a public right of way then they were not part 
of the JLAF remit.  He advised members of the role the Highways Authorities had in wind 
farm proposals and the process for providing advice on these, which is limited to highways 
issues.  He suggested that if JLAF members wished to comment on wind farm proposals 
they should do so as an individual and use alternative means to do this.   
 

9.2 Northumberland National Park Authority update 
 

Members noted the National Park Authority’s report.  L Lazzari highlighted some issues: 
 

L Lazzari explained that work on the Pennine Way now had to be prioritised due to the reduced 
budget from Natural England.  Drainage work had now been undertaken at Padon Hill and the 
gates were due to be replaced south of Stonehaugh. The sections of the boardwalk which 
needed repairing on the Border Ridge would need to be out on hold as the minimum budget 
cost for this work was in the region of £40,000.  

 
L Lazzari advised she was meeting Natural England about their review of National Trails and 
would also discuss the maintenance of the Hadrian’s Wall Path, due to the uncertainty of the 
future of Hadrian’s Wall Heritage.  M Jeffrey explained about funding for national trails (25% 
Highway Authority with the remainder coming from government) and Hadrian’s Wall Heritage.  
He said the County Council would be reviewing all their activities to ensure value for money.    
 
L Lazzari said that the National Park had been monitoring Stoop Rigg and that its use in the 
summer had petered out and increased in the winter.   D Brookes and L Lazzari will liaise with 
regard to monitoring work to be carried out on other routes.            Action D Brookes/L Lazzari 
 
Referring to St Cuthbert’s Way, L Lazzari said that work was continuing with this cross-border 
project.  She also advised that work at Steel Rigg had commenced, that the County Council 
had paid for some soil reversal at Salter’s Road and that the National Park were working 
closely with College Valley Estates as had been explained during the afternoon site visit. 
 
Members noted the National Park were to be carrying out their own review of the JLAF and 
asked for a comprehensive update at the next meeting.                      Action: J A Garrick 

 
10 GENERAL UPDATES 
 
10.1 Correspondence 
 

There were no significant items of correspondence to report. 
 

10.2 General Updates 
 

The reports and updates were noted.   
 
Referring to Natural England’s update, Members asked what the purpose of the new Annual 
Report pro-forma which Defra now required local access forums to complete, in addition to the 
Annual Report, and felt that a fuller explanation was needed.   
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D Brookes, referring to the Northumberland Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
update, said the AONB were pursuing ways of eliminating signage clutter to make the area 
more attractive without causing problems; he also reminded members they were invited to the 
AONB Conference in Berwick.  

 
11 MEMBERS’ SECTION 
 

It was suggested that at future meetings, rather than the working group chair providing any 
update that this was done by a different member of the working group.  Members were 
reminded they could attend meetings of each working group especially if a topic was of specific 
interest or they had specific knowledge or expertise to further discussions. 
 

11.1 Working Groups 
 

i) Working Group One Meeting 22 September ‘Horses and Cycle Routes’: The working group 
report was noted and S Rogers provided an update.  She spoke about some confusing 
signage she had been made aware of relating to cycle paths and agreed to send some 
guidance materials relating to signage she had recently received to M Jeffrey. The guidance 
which Durham County Council has produced on shared use paths was noted.  It was agreed 
that Working Group One’s report, with names and any other means of identification 
redacted, could be published on the British Horse Society website. 

  
ii) Working Group Two 29 September ‘Parish Council Liaison’: The working group report was 

noted and N Rossiter, referring to the ‘Parish Pride’ initiative clarified that the information 
provided was the information from the original ‘Parish Pride’ initiative from 2006 so some of 
the parish information would be out of date. The aims of the new liaison initiative would 
include finding out what individual parishes were currently doing (or not doing) regarding 
access, engaging people in reporting problems on paths and minor path maintenance.  

 
Members discussed ways of continuing to engage with parish councils including advising 
them of their ‘local’ local access forum representative.  M Jeffrey reminded the members the 
County Council were reviewing the ‘Your Public Paths in Northumberland’ guide which 
would be available in pdf format and would be a useful guidance document.  He suggested 
the JLAF waited until this was finalised before making any further contact with parishes.   

 
N Rossiter thanked M Jeffrey for his input, noted the suggestion of using the ‘Your Public 
Paths’ booklet as guidance and agreed that Working Group Two would re-convene to draft a 
mailshot and discuss how best to take the ‘Parish Pride’ initiative forward.   It was hoped to 
send out the mailshot in spring 2012.                                                 Action: N Rossiter 

 
iii) Other items: 
 

a. ‘Research on unrecorded ways through the Northumberland countryside’: S Rogers 
informed the meeting that she had six volunteers for the project.  
  

b. New wind farm proposals in Northumberland: it was agreed that though this matter did 
not specifically fall into the JLAF remit, they would retain an interest especially with 
regard to wind farm sites in the area and their impact on access and recreation.  S 
Rogers pointed out that the ‘zones of theoretical visibility’ were an important factor 
when considering placement of wind turbines.  (See also Item 9.1g)  
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12 CLOSURES AND CONSULTATIONS 
 

The JLAF had considered closure consultations at Goodwell Sike and Kindland Innerhill.   
 
13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

13.1 Driving licence and insurance checks – see item 5.3 
 
13.2 NCC Public Notices – ‘change to access’:  Further to an e-mail from T Liddle on 19 

October regarding the County Council ‘change to access’ notices D Brookes confirmed 
that grid references will mostly now be included for the start and end of a route.  

 
13.3 Future meeting topics:  Members identified topics for future meetings which included: 

  

 a meeting with the North Pennines AONB to include Ninebanks, Whitfield and the 
West Allen Area; 

 a meeting with Tyne & Wear LAF to Chopwell Woods;  

 a meeting with the Northumberland Coast AONB and to include Druridge Bay;  

 a meeting at Ginglehaugh similar to that at the College Valley;  

 a meeting to re-visit Slaley;  

 a joint meeting with neighbouring local access forums;  

  a meeting involving the Forestry Commission as they move into their new phase, 
particularly their new priorities (which included car parks and short trails) and 
addressing the impact on issues such a way-marking and access provision.  

 
14 DATES OF FUTURE JLAF MEETINGS 
 

The meeting closed at 2100. The proposed meeting dates for 2012 are Thursday 26 January, 
26 April, 19 July and 18 October 2012 but this will be dependent on the outcome of the 
forthcoming review of the JLAF being carried out by the National Park Authority.   
 
Information on the JLAF can be obtained from the website www.northumberland-national 
park.org.uk/lookingafter or from the JLAF Administrator. 
 
 

 

  
 

 


