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 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
 

Thursday 26 January 2012 from 1745 – 2100 
 

at Northumberland National Park, Eastburn, Hexham 
 
JLAF Members: James Brown (Chairman) 

Alan Mitcham 
Annie Sanders 
Cllr Edward Heslop 
Graham Gill 
Susan Rogers 
Ted Liddle 

Gill Featonby (Vice Chairman)  
George Astbury (Vice Chairman) 
Lindsay Wilson 
Nick Rossiter (till 1930) 
Peter Nicholson 
Victoria Brown 

   
Officers: David Brookes, Northumberland County Council; Jo-anne Garrick (Northumberland 

National Park Authority (items 1 – 4 and 8); Lorna Lazzari, (Northumberland National 
Park Authority); Marion Hume, JLAF Administrator 

 
Apologies: Members: Eddie Carrington, Angus Collingwood-Cameron, Anne Lowrie, Graeme 

Ferguson, Steve Beverley. Others: Mike Jeffrey.  
 
1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 

 
J Brown, Chairman, welcomed everyone, including members of the public, to the meeting and 
apologies were noted.  He intimated, with regret, the resignations of Graham Gill from end of 
March 2012 and David Baines from December 2011 (see Item 6).   
 
The Chairman indicated that Item 8, Northumberland National Park Authority Review of the 
JLAF, would be taken after Item 4.   
 

2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

The Northumberland National Park and County Joint Local Access Forum (JLAF) had received 
no advance questions from members of the public for this meeting.   

 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

J Brown, Chairman, declared an interest with regard to shooting at the National Trust property 
at Wallington. 

 
4. MINUTES OF JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM MEETING 20 OCTOBER 2011 
 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman, with a minor 
amendment at point 9.2, para two ‘...put on hold...’ 

 
5. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES not covered elsewhere 
 

Item 5.1 ‘Public Paths in Northumberland’ parish booklet: D Brookes confirmed this was due to 
be completed in spring 2012 and would be available on-line. 
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Item 5.3 Driving Licences: Members were advised that the National Park Authority required an 
annual check of driving licence and insurance details and expenses would not be paid until 
these had been verified.  The National Park Authority also advised that any cost incurred in 
having business use added to insurance policies had to be met by the member.   
 
Item 7 Annual Report: Members questioned the purpose of the new Defra Annual Report pro-

forma which was now required alongside the normal Annual Report.  Defra requested this to 

be completed so they can obtain a consistent message about what local access forums were 
achieving, where there may be issues to be addressed and where area of assistance may be 
required. 

 
Item 8 Visit to College Valley October 2011: The Chair confirmed he had written to the College 
Valley following the October meeting.  T Liddle advised that a sub-group had subsequently 
been formed to prepare an Access Network Review for the College Valley which they hoped to 
have completed by spring once the Chair and Vice-Chairs had signed this off.  
 
Item 9.1b Rothbury Path: D Brookes confirmed the cost of the Rothbury Path had been 
£518,470 and that it had not been identified in the Rights of Way Improvement Plan.  He 
explained that though initially it had been a joint project with Sustrans, due to delays, the 
aggregate levy funding Sustrans had applied for not being available and the County Council’s 
commitment to the path, they had had to proceed without Sustrans contribution.  He added that 
there would have been costs incurred with the repairs to the Rothbury Path due to other works 
which were required.   
 
Members agreed that though their advice had been to be cautious with this project, they were 
pleased to note the path was well used.    
 
Item 9.1c Dilston:  D Brookes advised there was no ‘safe route to school’ bid with the County 
Council for this route.  He said funding might be available from the Local Transport Plan funds 
via the minor improvements funds but that this would require a new project proposal to be 
submitted and evaluated.  Cllr Heslop provided information on small pots of funding available 
to communities - the County Council’s Community Chest and Member Allowance for 
Community Benefit Projects.   Members were pleased to see results from the advice they 
offered during their visit to Dilston in January 2011. 
 
Item 9.1d: Smoutel Ford: D Brookes reiterated his request for the JLAF to offer advice on this 
issue. It was agreed that Working Group Two would take this on board and provide a report to 
the next meeting and that N Rossiter, working group Chair would liaise with D Brookes in this 
regard including discussing the possibility of a site visit.   A member of the public asked to 
make some comments on this issue and J Brown agreed to this.  These comments related to 
representations to parish councils, evidence at a public enquiry and the possibility of a 
discretionary bridge at Smoutel Ford.    
 
Item 9.2 National Park Update: L Lazzari gave a synopsis of the National Trails meeting held in 
York in December including Natural England’s approach going forward in 2012 which was 
maintenance only with review of how they administer National Trails more efficiently.  There 
was likely to be a consultation and it was hoped the local access forums would be invited to 
comment. She was concerned that the future of National Trails did not seem very positive due 
to the impact of other agencies’ futures and lack of resource to manage them.  Referring to 
Stoop Rigg, a slight increase in 4WD and motorbike activity had been reported and it was 
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hoped that the voluntary restraint signs may be having an effect,  Mrs Lazzari added that a 
‘bridleway upgraded to a restricted byway order’ had been placed by the County Council, with 
public enquiry dates awaited.    
 

6 CHAIR’S REMARKS 
 

The Chairman intimated Graham Gill’s last meeting and he was accorded a vote of thanks and 
presented with a book on behalf of the JLAF by Ms M Hume, JLAF Administrator.   Thanks 
were also accorded to David Baines who had also retired from the JLAF.   The Chairman 
reminded members the roles of Chairman and Vice-Chairs would be up for renewal at the April 
meeting and advised he was considering standing down as Chairman at that time.   

 
7 KEY POINTS FROM AFTERNOON SESSION 

 
The Chairman reported on an interesting and successful afternoon session which had been 
designed to share ideas and any ‘best practice’; identify and agree areas where we can work 
together in the future across current boundaries; and to consider ways to enhance existing 
working relationships in light of budgetary constraints This session was attended by a number 
of members and several guests including Mr J Milner, Natural England People and Partnership 
Team; D Turnbull and Y Foster, Tyne & Wear LAF; C Ecroyd and K Miles, Cumbria Local 
Access Forum; S Scoffin, Durham Local Access Forum; S Wilson, North Pennines Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and I Robson, Northumberland Coast Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty.  Mrs V Lloyd, Durham County Council Access Officer gave a presentation on their 
Prioritising Access project and how this could be transferred to Northumberland 

 
Common themes were evident during the discussions and workshops and it was agreed to 
provide Mrs J A Garrick, National Park Head of Planning, Conservation and Communities with 
some SMART actions prior to her completion of her JLAF review report for the National Park 
Authority.   Some common themes emerged from the session including the importance of 
Regional Co-ordinator role; varying relationships with appointing authorities; budget 
constraints; membership - difficulty in recruitment of land members, member balance, retaining 
members; better organised/relevant training; access and Local Development Framework; 
keeping up with initiatives e.g. Local Nature Partnerships in reduced circumstances; making 
more use of new technologies; identifying areas where local access forums could work 
together on topics; importance of relevant site visits; role of working groups; and areas of 
responsibility of Natural England and key contacts.   
 
Some individual issues included: coastal access and higher rights; increase in workload of 
Footpaths Officers; control of dogs; improved partnership working; mapping issues; transport.  
 
The Chairman added that three volunteers were required to sign-up for Huddle’ and he would 
help identify these  with the Vice-Chairs at their post-meeting discussions.  

 
8 NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY REVIEW OF THE JLAF 
 

Mrs Garrick, Head of Planning, Conservation and Communities, highlighted the main issues in 
her report ‘Update on the Review of the Northumberland National Park and County JLAF’.  She 
pointed out that both the running costs of, and available administrative support for, the Joint 
Local Access Forum had been significantly reduced over the past few years particularly from 
2010 onwards.  The current reduction in administrative support was a reflection on the 50+% 
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reduction in corporate administration support at the National Park Authority caused by the 
recent budget cuts.    
 
She thanked Members for their responses to her questionnaire which, along with responses 
from other respondents, formed the basis for her report and, along with relevant information 
gathered from the meeting, would form the basis for her final report and recommendations to 
the National Park Authority.  However, she said that the level of responses had been 
disappointing especially from Authority members.    Members and officers of the appointing 
authorities discussed the report and Mrs Garrick noted relevant comments.   
 
The JLAF endorsed Mrs Garrick’s concerns at the level of responses especially from members 
of the National Park Authority and looked forward to receiving her final report in due course. 

 
9 RECRUITMENT 2012 – 2013 
 

Members noted that due to cuts in budgets and staff at the National Park, there would be no 
recruitment in 2012-2013 and 2012 retirees had been offered an extension of their 
membership by one year to 30 April 2013.  A number of resignations had been received and 
the JLAF complement was currently 17 members.  It was hoped the recruitment process would 
be re-instated in 2013. Members were asked to notify the Administrator of any interest in 
membership they came across from members of the public. 

 
10 UPDATES FROM APPOINTING AUTHORITIES  
 
10.1 Northumberland County Council 
 

Members noted the County Council’s tabled report.  The following issues were highlighted: 
 
Old Hawkhill:  The Chairman updated members about his discussion with M Jeffrey, County 
Council, about the proposed footbridge at Old Hawkhill, River Aln (private land owned 
Northumberland Estates) which the Estate had rescinded.  M Jeffrey asked the JLAF to write 
to the Estate supporting the construction of a footbridge.    T Liddle suggested asking the 
Estate for a meeting to discuss promoted paths.   
 
Capital Programme and Budgets: D Brookes spoke about the capital programme and the ‘lean 
initiative’ being undertaken for prioritising work, trialled for 12 months and which might have an 
impact on rights of way projects as a scoring mechanism will be in place which could affect 
current priorities.  Members noted the County’s budget allocation for rights of way work had 
been reduced from £200,000 to £178,000.  
 
Simonburn/Espershield: D Brookes explained about the Simonburn/Espershield modification 
order advising members there was an objection to this stating it should be a byway open to all 
traffic.  A letter from Mrs M Keyte to L Lazzari was tabled and D Brookes noted the contents; L 
Lazzari and D Brookes will liaise regarding a full response to Mrs Keyte’s letter and L Lazzari 
was asked to respond to Mrs Keyte accordingly.  
 
Slaley Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO): D Brookes advised the review deadline 
was 19 February 2012 and that the consultation responses had been mainly positive.  A report 
would be taken to the County Council’s Rights of Way Committee in March with 
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recommendations the ETRO becomes permanent.   The Chairman said the JLAF would 
respond to this effect before 19 February.  
 
Green Lanes Association ‘Lanesman Scheme: for 4WD vehicles who use unclassified country 
roads to report on problems and pick up litter.  D Brookes has held discussions with A 
Rutherford at the County Council to find out more about this initiative.  
 
Definitive Map Modification Order (DMMO) update:  No 21 (Ginglehaugh route at Slaley); 
objections were ignored by the Inspector and the DMMO is made now.  Trail riders may go to 
judicial review as a result. 
 
Bridge at Plessey Woods: Members noted that Blagdon Estates and Banks Community Fund 
had agreed to fund a bridge at Plessey Woods, over the River Blyth, joining the Country Park 
with the earthwork sculpture.  
 

10.2 Northumberland National Park Authority update 
 

Members noted the National Park Authority’s report and L Lazzari highlighted some issues: 
 
St Cuthbert’s Way: a new way-marker has been produced as has new finger-post signage.  
Mrs Lazzarri advised money was available to re way-mark the route which she and a Ranger 
would undertake to do.   A new website and interpretation are being designed. 
 
Natural England: L Lazzari explained that some farms are coming to the end of the old 
stewardship agreements and that Natural England was asking the National Park for advice.   
 
Ministry of Defence: L Lazzari reported that two sections of the Eastern Boundary Path will 
have 1 km/£15 per metre of soil reversal work done as funding was now available.  As D 
Baines had now retired from the JLAF she asked for a volunteer to represent the JLAF on the 
Focus Group.     

 
11 CORRESPONDENCE AND GENERAL UPDATES 
 
11.1 Correspondence 
 

The items of correspondence were noted.  S Rogers and G Astbury agreed to attend the LAF 
Conference in February and G Astbury agreed to attend the Northern Upland Chain Local 
Nature Partnership Meeting on 9 March.  L Lazzari and J Brown had met with K Taylor re his e-
mail enquiry about Permissive Access and Higher Level Stewardship.  
 

11.2 General Updates 
 

a. Northumberland Coast AONB Meeting 8 December 2011 – members noted the increase in 
the piri-piri problem. 
 

b. Independent Panel on Forestry update December 2011 and Update from Independent 
Panel visit to Northumberland – the report was noted. 

 
c. Local Nature Partnership Event 8 December 2011 – the report was noted.  T Liddle 

provided an update as he had attended the event. 



NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AND COUNTY 
JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM 

 

6                                                                                                                                                                                  
JLAF Minutes 26 January 2012 

Approved 26 April 2012 
 

 
d. National Trust Update January 2011 – the report was noted. Members were pleased to 

hear about the end of the three-year strategic review for Wallington Estate and their four 
key areas for the future but disappointed that the bridleway decision is now deferred.  

 
e. Defra’s ‘Paths for Communities’ initiative – an update had been provided during the 

afternoon session by J Milner, Natural England, who advised this initiative had arisen from 
the government’s Autumn Treasury Statement (November 2011) as a competitive, small 
grant scheme (£2 million) to be launched in late April 2012.   It was hoped the JLAF would 
proved input via ‘Huddle’ and Mr Milner would provide the relevant documentation.  Mr D 
Brookes gave an insight into his understanding of the project from a Highways Authority 
perspective.  

 
f. Minutes of the North East Regional Access Forums’ Meeting December 2011 – this was 

attended by V Brown and T Liddle, and the report was noted. 
 

12 MEMBERS’ SECTION 
 
12.1 Working Groups   
 

It was agreed Working Group Two would meet to discuss Smoutel Ford (see Item 5, 9,1d) and 
wait until the ‘Public Paths in Northumberland’ booklet had been re-published by the County 
Council before discussing the next stage of the parish initiative (see also Item 5). 
 
S Rogers gave an update on her research project on unrecorded rights of way in 
Northumberland.   T Liddle gave a presentation which incorporated a proposed approach for 
co-ordinating walking and cycling tourism in Northumberland and the ‘Rails and Trails’ access 
projects in Northumberland.  
 

13 CLOSURES AND CONSULTATIONS 
 

The consultations were noted.  
 
14 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

The JLAF confirmed their representative on the National Park Management Plan Working 
Group would be G Astbury, Vic Chair.     

 
15 DATES OF FUTURE JLAF MEETINGS 
 

The meeting closed at 2100. The meeting dates for 2012 are 26 April, 19 July and 18 October 
2012 but this may change depending on the outcome of the review of the JLAF being carried 
out by the National Park Authority.   
 
Information on the JLAF can be obtained from the website www.northumberland-national 
park.org.uk/lookingafter or from the JLAF Administrator. 
 

 


