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Minutes of JLAF Meeting held on 
 

Thursday 25 January 2018 1745 - 2000 
 

National Park Offices, Hexham 
Attendance: 
 
Afternoon:  Amanda Earnshaw (Chairman), Alex MacLennan, Liz Bray, Moray Allan (Vice Chairman), 

Nick Rossiter, Sarah Radcliffe, Susan Rogers, Ted Liddle (Vice Chairman), Vic Brown, 
Violet Lou Rook.  

Evening: Amanda Earnshaw, Alex MacLennan, Liz Bray, Moray Allan, Nick Rossiter, Sarah 
Radcliffe, Susan Rogers, Ted Liddle, Vic Brown, Violet Lou Rook, Rob Turner. 

Officers: Lorna Lazzari and Marion Hume, Northumberland National Park Authority (briefly A 
Miller); David Brookes, Northumberland County Council. 

Apologies:  Donella Rozario, Ian Glendinning, Mike Bell, Peter Fisher, Trevor Thorne. 
 

1 Welcome and Apologies 
 

A Earnshaw welcomed everyone to the meeting, particularly members of the public Steve 
Blake, Philip Cotton and Roger Morris. She intimated two resignations for personal reasons – 
Andrew Shepherd and Clare Freeman.  
 
Afternoon session 
 
A Earnshaw thanked Roger Morris, Sue Rogers, Duncan Wise and Jonathan Farries for their 
very interesting and valuable input to the afternoon training session.  Key points included: 
 
a) Roger Morris: generated a discussion on maintaining the footpath network and the scope for 

volunteers. Can volunteer help with maintaining the rights of way network; what signposting 
mechanisims are there for signposting volunteers of all ages consistency in approach 
needed with volunteering; co-ordination and supervision of volunteers needs considered; 
network of volunteers – link them to work needing done in parishes; volunteers aren’t ‘free’ - 
funding for volunteers – who and how. 
 

b) Sue Rogers:  JLAF member provided an interesting presentation on Unrecorded Rights of 
Way including the Roseden Crossing application (October 2016).  

 
c) Duncan Wise Northumberland National Park: provided an introduction to Dark Skies, the Sill 

and other initiatives which may be enhanced with better access provision. He spoke about 
the emerging Astro-tourism industry and ripple effect on local economies and infrastructure; 
Hadrian’s Wall Bus service developments. Visit Britain / Discover England fund - aim of 
increasing number of in-bound visitors to leave London, go elsewhere in the country and buy 
more bookable experiences to a destination - two audiences identified – Germany and 
Australia; and in response to a question about ‘access’ emphasis at the Sill, need to promote 
routes in terms of time, not distance and importance of connectivity of experiences.  
 

d) Jonathan Farries Forestry Commission: provided an informative presentation on an 
Introduction to Forestry. Part 2 of the Forestry Training would be arranged in due course 
with J Farries and A MacLennan, to include a site visit, likely to Kielder,  and all members 
were urged to attend as it is part of the JLAF’s statutory duties to be consulted on forestry 
closures, woodland creation etc. 

https://www.visitbritain.org/discover-england-fund
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2 Questions from members of the public:  
 

Roger Morris had contacted the JLAF in response to the letter published in the Hexham Courant 
on 3 November 2017 regarding maintenance of public footpaths, rights of way, resource issues 
for maintaining the footpath network and the role e.g. volunteers could play. Mr Morris was 
subsequently invited to provide a presentation to JLAF members during the afternoon meeting.  

 
3  Declarations of Interest: none 
 
4 Minutes of Meeting held on 19 October 2017:  Minutes approved and signed by Chairman. 
 
5 Matters Arising:  
 
 A Earnshaw said she would look at producing a progress report template for the JLAF Activity 

Plan to help to keep this current and the Activity Plan would be reviewed on an annual basis.  
 
 D Brookes said he would follow up with the County Council Democratic Services team, a 

replacement for Cllr Trevor Thorne, on the JLAF.  
 
6 JLAF Action Plan - the Chairman said that this would now be called as the JLAF Activity Plan.  

 
JLAF Activity Plan Objective 1: JLAF involvement in the RoWIP, Open Access, Coastal 
Access, 2026 and other access projects. 

 
 a) Updates from appointing authorities 
 

i. Northumberland County Council: D Brookes tabled a report and highlighted the fact that the 
County Council’s budget would be set in early February with a requirement to make some 
£6.5 million savings over the next four years. The County were trying to reduce capital 
expenditure hence £100,000 had been removed from the capital programme budget. Work 
was continuing with the Coastal Path with a £150,000 grant from Natural England and 
funding was in place for Smoutel Ford for Spring 2019.  
 

ii. Northumberland National Park: L Lazzari provided a verbal update: 
 

 Revitalising Redesdale: 2.5 km soil reversal project at Gibshield on the Pennine Way – 
should get restored over the next year 

 National Trails: lobbying Natural England and Defra for a mover towards three-year 
funding-type award; 50% funding so far for this year.  

 Hadrian’s Wall Path: seasonal maintenance ranger appointed for 20 months to address 
issues and help full time ranger 

 Visit England -Discover England fund:  National Trails have a similar exercise running 
alongside this run by external partners – iconic routes – with Germany and the 
Netherlands as the target markets. A concern is that this initiative though bringing in 
extra people, won’t bring in significant extra income therefore some sort of visitor pay-
back should be investigated e.g. a visitor tax similar to that levied on the Continent. 

 Dozen Dales Cycle Route project (Wooler to Skipton via the North Pennines AONB): T 
Liddle was disappointed to note that this had been turned down by Visit England as they 
were only funding existing, not proposed new, routes. 

 
Andrew Miller took the opportunity to advise members he was retiring at the end of March.  
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b) Working Group ONE update:  
 

N Rossiter, WG One chair, spoke about the two meetings held on 27 November 2017 and 
17 January 2018 and drew attention to the report of these two meetings. One of the main 
outcomes of these meetings was the suggestion to break up the revision of the 
Northumberland County Council Rights of Way Improvement Plan into modular sections to 
make it easier to read and understand. Members agreed it was important to keep the 
RoWIP on the table and agreed with the working group approach to its revision. The 
working group will liaise with D Brookes in this regard.   

 
7 JLAF Activity Plan: Objective 2: Advocacy, Influence and Partnership working to advance 

access to the countryside. 
 

a) Working Group Two update 
 
It was noted Sarah Radcliffe will now lead this group. As part of the ‘Access and Business’ 
initiative in Northumberland’ the JLAF will be represented at the tourism fairs in Alnwick and 
Hexham in March.  
 
Some key points from the working group discussions included: 

 summary information leaflet has been prepared about the JLAF and this will be used as 
promotional material to raise awareness e.g. at the tourism fairs etc.; 

 information about the JLAF could be sent to parish newsletters and the NALC newsletter;   

 agreed to prepare a list of possible areas and sites to visit e.g. an estate which could be a 
champion for access and any suggestions would be welcome; and 

 a suggestion was made that more use be made of the website and social media vehicles 
to include a summary of meetings, actions etc.  

 
A question was asked about the JLAF helping action groups and A Earnshaw said as an 
advisory body, this was not part of the local access forum remit therefore there may be an 
opportunity to develop more guidance and position statements to help with this type of query.  
 

b) JLAF Parish Initiative progress:   
 
S Radcliffe and S Rogers updated members with parish information which included 
information on the Eglinham Parish wind farm proposal.  

 
c) Natural England Update:  

 
J Milner, Natural England had provided a short update on relevant matters: 

 Defra 25 Year Environment Plan particularly Chapter 3 - some references to access 

provision; 

 ‘Conservation 21 – Natural England’s Conservation Strategy for the 21st Century’ and 
in particular the second guiding principal of ‘putting people at the heart of the 
environment’; 

 provided a contact for natural England at Northumbria.hub@naturalengland.org.uk 

 a new National Forest was being created; 
 

ttps://www.gov.uk/government/news/governments-vision-for-a-greener-future-launched
ttps://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/562046/conservation-21.pdf
mailto:Northumbria.hub@naturalengland.org.uk
http://www.nationalforest.org/
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It was agreed Working Group Three would look at Chapter 3 issues pertinent to the JLAF and 
A Earnshaw agreed to contact Pippa Langford, Principal Specialist Commons and Rights of 
Way at Defra with regards to this matter and also drawing attention to the letter to MPs.  

 
d) Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty:  

 
i) Northumberland Coast AONB: members were interested to learn that the South Bents 

to Amble (Old Hartley to Amble) stretch should now be open by the autumn; Amble to 
Bamburgh route  proposals were being written up to be published mid-2018; and 
Bamburgh and the Border including Holy Island final report was due to be submitted 
summer of 2018. Members noted they had last had a meeting at the Coastal AONB in 
2014 when topics discussed included ‘Quiet Lanes’.   
 

ii) North Pennines AONB including the North Pennines Access Group: nothing to report. 
Members noted it was some time since they had last had a meeting with  the North 
Pennines AONB,  

 
e) Kielder Water and Forest Park affiliates: 

 
A Earnshaw said she would attend the meeting on 29 January which would be chaired by 
Alex MacLennan and report back to the next meeting on any issues relevant to the JLAF.  

 
 8 JLAF Activity Plan: Objective 3: Communication through the provision of advice and 

information on issues relating to access to the countryside 
 

a) Working Group Three update: 
 

A meeting of this working group would be arranged as there were a number of issues to be 
discussed including the 25 year environment plan (see Item 7 c) and communications with 
the right people e.g. Defra, Natural England etc.   

 
b) CROW Consultations (Forestry Commission): Pike Burn; noted.  

 
9 JLAF Communications and Activity Plans  
 

a)    JLAF Communications Plan 
 

A Earnshaw said the Communications sub-group (A Earnshaw, T Liddle and M Allan) would 
meet on the day of the follow-up meeting to take communications matters from the meeting 
and other activities, forward. She said it was important that this mateched the Activity Plan.  
Any working groups working on communication-related topics should keep the 
Communication Plan updated with any actions and progress.  
 
Communicating with MPs:  
 
JLAF members were keen to ensure the momentum was maintained with communications 
with local MPs, started in October 2017 regarding Access and Brexit.  S Rogers advised 
that her local MP was keen to attend a JLAF meeting and suggested other partners such as 
the CLA and NFU be invited. It was also agreed it would be useful to seek the advice of the 
appointing authorities with regard to engaging with members of parliament. Members noted 
the useful flow chart S Rogers ‘Public Money for Public Good’ included with the papers.   
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National Park Management Plan Action Plan:  
 
Ted Liddle agreed to attend this meeting in place of A Earnshaw. It was suggested that as 
part of the papers a short resume of the work of the JLAF be included and this was agreed 
.  
JLAF representation to be considered at other events:  

 Chopwell Forest Fest 7 and 8 July 2018 – could be useful to attend to feed into the 
RoWIP discussions and engaging with a wider audience. 

 Forestry Commission is 100 in 2019 when it will become Forest England – events likely 

 County Show, May 2018: suggested JLAF attend this and utilise some space at the 
Kielder Water & Forest Park stand; again this could be useful to attend to feed into the 
RoWIP discussions and engaging with a wider audience 

 Tourism Fair days March 2018 – Alnwick and Hexham: agreed a good idea to continue 
I Jackson’s work on Access and Business from 2017 with T Liddle and R Turner each 
attending a tourism fair to hand out questionnaires.  

  
b) JLAF Activity Plan (formerly known as JLAF Action Plan).  

 
A Earnshaw advised members she would produce a template for easy reporting on JLAF 
Activity Plan progress for the next meeting and all members would be encouraged to use 
this to keep the Activity Plan current. She was keen that agendas for meetings continued to 
follow the format of the Activity Plan.  

 
10    Any other business 
 

a) Rob Turner provided some interesting information about his time working for Exmoor 
National Park on the Rights of Way erosion and paths team.  

 
b) Ted Liddle raised the topic of off-road driving incidents and continuing concerns, particularly 

off-road use during and after bad weather.  
 

c) Kennel Club: it had been hoped to have representation from the Kennel Club at the 
afternoon session but they wished to be involved in a larger forum such as a regional local 
access forum meeting. Members noted the Kennel Club had held a seminar on ‘Dogs in the 
Countryside’ which could be included in a larger forum. A Earnshaw said she would raise 
this joint meeting at the next Regional meeting.  

 
d) Great Exhibition of the North: members asked if there was a role for local access forums 

with regard to promoting access and recreation, with the regional local access forums such 
as ‘Hills of the North’. A Earnshaw asked members to provide her with ideas which she 
would collate and send to the organisers.  

 
11   Dates of future JLAF meetings 
 

2018 JLAF meetings: Thursdays 19 April, 19 July and 18 October 2018. 
 
The meeting ended at 2000  
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JLAF Working Groups 2017 as at April 2018 
 
A new working group format was agreed at the July meeting. Members had been assigned by location 
i.e. Working Group North/ South but members will be assigned according to Action Plan objectives.   
1. The JLAF chair and vice chairs  will instigate the first working group meeting  
2. A lead member should thereafter be appointed to take the lead role on co-ordinating the group 

and pushing the various actions forward. 
3. Members of working groups can attend any working group meeting or feed into discussions, if the 

topic is of interest to them. 
4. Working groups should try to meet at least twice a year, otherwise can carry out their discussions 

via e-mail/phone.   
5. The lead member should arrange any venue for meetings – travel expenses will be paid and if the 

meeting is in e.g. a cafe, teas/coffees/soft drinks will be reimbursed if a receipt is provided.  
6. A couple of topics have been agreed for each working group.  Topics may be short or long term 

and the list will be added to/topics removed throughout the year. 
7. Each topic discussed should have a communications outcome and an information position 

element and members should bear this in mind during their discussions. 
8. Working groups should prepare feedback for each JLAF meeting. 

Working group membership is as follows: 
 
Working Groups May 2017 – April 2019: 
Working groups meet between meetings as and when required. Members are welcome to join other 
working group meetings if the topic being discussed is of interest to them or if they have relevant 
experience and knowledge to inform discussions and actions. 

 
1. Objective 1 - Working Group One: To be actively involved in the ROWIP, open access, coastal 

access, 2026 and other access projects: Liz Bray, Violet Lou Rook, Ian Glendinning, Nick Rossiter, 

Phillip Cotton and Moray Allan 

Objective 1: The Sill working group – Nick, Moray, Ted, Violet, vacancy. 

 

2. Objective 2 - Working Group Two: Through advocacy, influence and partnership JLAF will work to 

advance access to the countryside: Sarah Radcliffe, Rob Turner, Ted Liddle, Vic Brown, Ian 

Hutchinson and Vacancy. 

 

3. Objective 3 - Working Group Three 3: Effectively communicate through provision of advice and 

information on issues relating to access to countryside: Peter Fisher, Steve Blake, Alex 

MacLennan, Sue Rogers, Amanda Earnshaw and Mike Bell. 

Objective 3: Communications Working Group: Chairman and the two vice chairmen 

 
Representations: the following members will represent the JLAF on these groups for 2017 – 2018: 

 National Park Management Plan Partnership: Amanda Earnshaw 

 Kielder Water and Forest Park Affiliates: Amanda Earnshaw 

 Northumberland Coast AONB: Vic Brown 

 North Pennines AONB:    Ted Liddle 

 North East Local Nature Partnership: Ted Liddle  

 Regional Local Access Forum: Chairman and/or Vice Chairmen  
 

  


