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MINUTES OF THE 
 

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Wednesday 13th February, 2019 1:00pm – 1:35pm 
 

Northumberland National Park Authority Headquarters, Eastburn, Hexham, NE46 1BS 

In the Chair: Cllr S Bolam, Development Management Committee Chairman 

Present: Mr M Bell, Ms J Davidson, Cllr J Foster, Cllr V Gibson and Cllr J Morrison-Bell. 
 

In attendance: Mrs S Buylla (Head of Development Management); Ms R Adams (Planning 

Officer); Mr C Godfrey  (Planning  Officer);  Ms  Z  Franks  (Legal  Advisor); 
Ms P Wall (Director of Park  Management); Mr R  Mayhew (Head of 
Conservation) and Mr T Gates (Chief Executive [National Park Officer]) 

 

PART ONE 
 

Welcome and Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Ms P Ross, Cllr A Murray and Cllr J Wilson. 
 

DMC2019-007 Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr J Morrison-Bell declared an interest as Chairman of Tarset and Greystead Parish Council 
and confirmed that he had not taken part in discussions regarding this application. 
Mr M Bell declared an interest as an existing employee of the MoD. 

 

DMC2019-008 Minutes of Previous Meeting: 23rd January, 2019 
 

Cllr J Foster asked for the minutes to note that she and Cllr A Murray did not attend the meeting 
due to a conflict of interest, both being Northumberland County Councillors and the applicant 
being Northumberland County Council.  The Chairman agreed to the amendment. 

 

It was proposed that the amended Minutes of 23rd January, 2019 Development Management 
Committee meeting be approved and signed by the Development Management Committee 
Chairman. 

 
Proposed by Ms J Davidson and seconded by Mr M Bell. 

 
The Members who had attended the previous meeting voted to approve the amended minutes of 
the meeting held on 23rd January, 2019 and there being no further issues Members 

 

 
 

Mrs D Clark and Mr D Loyd were advised of the procedure for public speaking. 
 

DMC2019-009 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
18NP0006 Installation of a 25m high lattice mast accommodating 3no.anntennas and 

2no. 600m transmission dishes and associated ground based equipment. 
Installation of 3m wide 100m long track from existing gated access to site 
and creation of 50m wide area of planting to three sides of compound at 
Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh, Northumberland, NE46 1PS 

RESOLVED that the amended minutes of the Development Management Committee meeting 

held on 23rd January, 2019 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Development 
Management Committee Chairman. 
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 Planning Officer’s Report  
Ms R Adams, Planning Officer, shared an e-mail to the Committee that had been circulated to 
three members of the Development Management Committee from residents of Tarset containing 
photo illustrations of the proposed mast from three different aspects. The Planning Officer sought 
legal advice which was to circulate the email to all members; however she cautioned that as the 
Authority has no information to attest to their accuracy or provenance, they needed to be treated 
as such. 

 
The Planning Officer introduced her comprehensive report supported by photographs, plans and 
maps that demonstrated the position of the proposed mast and access, as well as the siting of 
associated ground-based equipment, and described that the development was proposed by the 
Home Office as part of an essential national government upgrade programme to replace the 
existing blue-light communications network with a new 4G platform that will provide emergency 
services coverage to the area. 

 
The application has been revised to include the provision of native tree planting for screening 
purposes, and an initial objection from NNPA’s Landscape and Forestry Officer was amended to 
no objection following a period of re-consultation to the revised scheme. There were a significant 
number of objections received through public representations. 

 
The Planning Officer presented the proposed elevation and location plans showing the site layout 
including landscaping. The NNPA Landscape and Forestry Officer had reviewed the amended 
scheme incorporating the proposed tree planting and did not raise any objections, commenting that 
the proposed mast would have an undesirable but not significant effect upon the landscape 
character of this part of the National Park. 

 
The Planning Officer showed a diagram of the alternative sites considered as part of the site 
selection process, highlighting that the Landscape and Forestry Officer had noted that these would 
likely have had a more substantial impact upon the Park’s landscape character. Whilst the 
proposed mast has the structural capacity for mast sharing by other service providers, this is not 
part of this application. 

 
The Planning Officer summarised her report and recommended Members to approve the 
application subject to the conditions set out in the Planning Officer’s report. 

 
Public Speaking 
1:22 - 1:29 

Mr Loyd introduced himself to the Committee and shared a copy of his presentation. 
 

On behalf of the local residents, Mr Loyd spoke at length of the two main concerns that he would 
like the Committee to fully consider: the acceptability of the principle of the development and the 
impact of the proposal on the special qualities of the national park – specifically landscape and 
tranquillity. 

 
Mr Loyd commented on the inadequacy of the supporting documents; the site selection process; 
that it is not the best site as it would have limited coverage; and its close proximity to High Lake 
wood that the application states is destined to be felled.  Mr Loyd stated that this is a permanent 
wood not scheduled to be felled for at least 150 years. Mr Loyd stated his view that the proposal 
should be considered as major development and it would have a significant impact on the special 
qualities of the area. Mr Loyd requested that a site visit is undertaken to allow full consideration. To 
conclude Mr Loyd requested the application is refused. 

 
Questions of Fact 
A member asked the Landscape and Forestry Officer if he had looked at all of the proposed sites, 
and he replied that he reviewed the principle sites put forward by the applicant and this site was 
the better option. 
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A member questioned that High Lake wood was not a permanent wood, which had been planted 
with Scots Pine 50-60 years ago and would not last another 150-200yrs. Mr Loyd replied that the 
wood had been planted in 1969 to be a permanent wood to be cropped and thinned. The 
Landscape and Forestry Officer commented that the density of the planting meant that the wood 
would have to be felled or thinned out. Thinning the wood in this way would make the trees more 
prone to wind throw. 

 
A member questioned the site selection and if the applicant had chosen this site because of the 
cost benefits of the proposed site being close to a road. The Planning Officer displayed the map 
that detailed the existing and proposed network coverage and the discounted sites that were out in 
the open moor landscape, which the Landscape and Forestry Officer considered would have a 
more substantial impact upon landscape character,. 

 
Debate 
A member stated that based on the Landscape and Forestry Officer’s assessment of the proposed 
site and tree coverage, it would appear that the proposed site would have the least visual impact 
versus a mast on open moor land that would be viewed at 360º. 

 

A member commented that they had spoken to a former paramedic who had experienced the poor 
reception in the proposed area for emergency services in quite an important route for tourists and 
timber wagons. 

 
A member spoke of the conditions attached to the planning application and noted the need to plant 
sitka spruce. The Planning Officer replied that a provision for this planting is made for within 
condition 6. The Landscape and Forestry Officer said that the planting scheme is yet to be 
confirmed but it will include 20% scots pine/coniferous trees to aid screening, with a desire that this 
would then be weeded out as truly native species become established. 

 

Proposal of, and vote on, the Motion 
Mr M Bell proposed the motion, that was seconded by Ms J Davidson, the members voted 
unanimously and 

 

 
 

DMC 2019-010 URGENT BUSINESS: There were no issues of urgent business 
 

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 
 

Members are invited to consider passing the following resolution: 
 

“That under section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the 
meeting during consideration of Items DMC 2019-05(P) of the Agenda as they involve the likely disclosure 
of exempt information as defined in Part I of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Act”. 

 
Proposed by Cllr J Morrison-Bell and seconded by Cllr J Foster, the Members voted unanimously 
and 

 

 

RESOLVED to grant planning permission subject to the planning conditions and informatives in the 
Planning Officer’s report 

RESOLVED to move into Part II of the meeting. 


