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Minutes of JLAF Meeting held on 

 
Thursday 18 October 2018 1735 – 2030 

 
National Park Offices, Hexham, Northumberland  

Attendance: 
Afternoon:  Amanda Earnshaw, Liz Bray, Moray Allan, Nick Rossiter, Sarah Radcliffe, Violet Rook 
Evening:  Amanda Earnshaw, Ian Glendinning, Liz Bray, Moray Allan, Nick Rossiter, Sarah 

Radcliffe, Violet Rook   
Officers:  Pauline Wall, Pete Trumper, Lorna Lazzari and Marion Hume,  

National Park Authority; Mike Jeffrey, Northumberland County Council;  
Others:  Stuart Culley, Mark Steadman and David Morris, Highways England (afternoon) 
Apologies:   Alex MacLennan, Mike Bell, Philip Cotton, Rob Turner, Ian Hutchinson, Roger Morris, 

Steve Blake, Susan Rogers, Ted Liddle and David Brookes. 
 
1 Welcome and Apologies 

 
  The Chairman noted apologies from Alex MacLennan, Mike Bell, Philip Cotton, Rob Turner, Ian 

Hutchinson, Roger Morris, Steve Blake, Susan Rogers and Ted Liddle.  
 
  The Chairman reminded members they received notification well in advance of the four JLAF full 

meeting dates and urged members to attend as many meetings as possible, particularly when 
external speakers and / or visits had been organised.  

 
 The Chairman reminded members there were welcome to attend any meeting of the Working 

Groups if the topic was of interest or if they felt they could offer help and advice.   
 

2  Questions from members of the public 
 

3  Declarations of Interest: Sarah Radcliffe declared an interest in the Forestry Consultation on 
Battleshiel Cleugh. 

 
4. Minutes of JLAF Meeting held on 18 July 2018 

 
 The Minutes were approved by members and signed by Amanda Earnshaw, Chairman. 
 

5 Matters Arising from previous meeting  
 

6   Afternoon session 
 

  The Chairman summarised the afternoon agenda: 
 

a) Agriculture Bill (Parliamentary Select Committee) 
 
Members were reminded to send in any comments so that a response could be prepared. 
The JLAF, in principle, supported Part 1 of the Bill particularly sections 1 (b) and 1 (c) 
suggesting that public money should be used to support improving the public path 
network and public open spaces i.e. ‘public money for public benefit’. Members also felt 
attention should be drawn to preparing an up-to-date RoWIP which should guide access 
provision with cognisance to the needs of agri-stewardship schemes. With regard to  
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access, members also suggested including maintenance issues which may impact on the 
County Council such as linear access. The JLAF agreed they could not comment on 
every scheme and agreed that local and any national schemes that tied in with the RoWIP 
could help guide allocating funding.  
 
A Earnshaw asked members to send in comments if they had not done so, to allow her to 
draft a response for submission to the Select Committee for November and thereafter, 
consideration would be given to sending another letter to local members of parliament.   
 

b) A1 in Northumberland 
 
The Chairman thanked Stuart Culley, Stakeholder & Community Engagement Manager, 
Mark Steadman (Project Manager) and David Morris Design Team Manager) from 
Highways England for providing an informative presentation following the initial 
presentation on the A1 in Northumberland (April 2017 Network Rail/Highways Agency).  
 
The presentation provided an update on progress with what is planned including how safe 
access and crossings are being factored in; an overview of both schemes; the proposed 
Morpeth to Felton route (opening 2023); and proposed Alnwick to Ellingham route. 
 
Members also learned about the Designated Fund Support (DFS) which was a series of 
ring fenced funds designated to Highways England to address a range of issues beyond 
the traditional focus of road investment. Mr Culley invited the JALF to provide suggestions 
for projects which may be considered for funds from this pot.  

 
Members: 

 suggested that for the bridges crossing the new A1, there needs to be a shared path 
(cycle path or bridleway included) not just a footpath; 

 asked about air pollution on A1 and how this would be monitored and were advised 
that the hypothesis was that air quality would not be severely impacted on ; and 

 spoke about considering future of cars when planning ahead and think about road 
surfaces to improve car efficiency and where these would fit in with access agenda. 

 
c) Defra Survey on Reviewing Rural and Farming Networks 

 
The Chairman advised members the JLAF had been invited to participate in a closed 
survey on the network of rural and farming networks (RFNs) set up in 2012 as Defra 
wanted to review arrangements and look ahead at what engagement if needed to ensure 
the rural voice continues to be best represented to Defra and the government.  
 
The Chairman said she believed the network to have a useful purpose but did not feel the 
JLAF could comment on their effectiveness due to their failure to engage with the JLAF 
and hoped in the future, such networks would do more outreach type communications.  
 
The Chairman said due to the short time-scale for the consultation response to be sent, 
an extension had been approved and the JLAF response would be submitted accordingly.  
 

7 JLAF Activity Plan 2018 - 2019 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/highways-england-designated-funds
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JLAF Activity Plan Objective 1: JLAF involvement in the RoWIP, Open Access, Coastal 
Access, 2026 and other access projects 

 
a) Updates from Northumberland County Council  

 
M Jeffrey tabled his report and highlighted a few areas: 

 Smoutel Ford: (part of Revitalising Redesdale project) and a ford crossing of the river 
was one of the proposed improvements though the location was still be evaluated by 
hydrologists and other experts.  
 

 Devil’s Water, Corbridge: progressing at satisfactory rate and expected works would be 
completed by the end of the financial year, resulting in creation of a new circular walk.  

 

 Storm Desmond damage: works were ongoing and since the last JLAF meeting, 
Warden Riverbank repairs, Featherstone Footbridge bankside repairs and Allen Banks 
footpath re-instatement were complete. 

 

 National Trails funding: following the interim grant offer for 2018-2019 of 50% of the 
2017-2018 offer, Natural England confirmed the current year funding will remain at the 
same level as 2017-2018 and for 2019-2020, is the same as the current year less 5%. 
Members noted that both Natural England and Defra were going to be gathering 
information to help inform future decisions about grant funding for national trails. 

 

 England Coast Path: detailed alignment work and landowner consultation as ongoing 
for the section between Amble and Bamburgh, and Bamburgh and the Borders. There 
were some alignment issues to be resolved around Budle Bay and the Ross Peninsula 
(e.g. Ross Bank Sands has limited walking permissions) due to existing conflicts 
between public access, nature conservation and farming land use. The alignment 
report for these sections should be submitted to the Secretary of State during winter 
2018-2019 and should then come to the JLAF for comment.  

 

 Northern Trails project: members heard about this new group of promoted trails being 
proposed by a collation including Durham Cathedral, English Heritage and councils in 
North East England. In Northumberland it is proposed that a pilgrimage route from 
Hexham to Durham, and also a coastal, largely England Coast Path, route from 
Lindisfarne to Durham via Newcastle Cathedral is also developed. M Jeffrey said he 
would send links giving more information to forward to JLAF members.  

 

 Rights of Way Improvement Plan; nothing further to report as David Brookes was 
leading on this.  

 
b) Update from Northumberland National Park  

 
L Lazzari gave a verbal update on National Park issues highlighting a few areas: 
 

 National Trails: the 5% reduction mentioned at 7 (a) equated to around £7,000 for the 
National Park Authority so was a significant sum but due to the early notification, 
maintenance budget adjustments could be made. Mrs Lazzari advised members that 
the National Trail passport initiative generated some £18,000 per year.  
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 Visitors: members noted the Hadrian’s Wall Path had seen a significant number of 
visitors from America, Europe and China, particularly on the Pennine Way – a 
challenge route which was seeing increasing numbers of visitors 

 

 Gibbshiel: Mrs Lazzari provided photos for members to look at, explaining this area had 
attracted Revitalising Redesdale funds therefore a 2.5 km section will be subject to a 
soil reversal scheme with some savings to be used for other Pennine Way projects.  

 

 The Sill; Mrs Lazzari reported that The Sill had been busy all season with the YHA in 
particular, busy during the school holidays.  Events planning was on-going and with 
regard to visitors, the breadth included some new, some repeat, some foreign, some 
once-only, some only came to the shop and/or café. The education offer was still 
drawing people in especially as the offer was different to the usual ‘roman’ offer 
available in the area with Dark Skies events were proving popular.  

 
 Other updates 
 

a) Aln Valley Greenway: Ted Liddle and Working Group Two were reviewing a code of use for 
the Aln Valleys Greenway and other related matters. 

b) Cycling update: no update 
c) Working Group One update  
d) Working Group One: this group had not met recently and it was noted the RoWIP was an 

ongoing topic for deliberation for the next meeting.  
 

8 JLAF Activity Plan: Objective 2: Advocacy, Influence and Partnership working to advance 
access to the countryside. 

 
a) Volunteering – as Roger Morris was absent there was no update for this meeting.  

 
b) Working Group Two update 

 
Sarah Radcliffe reported on the working group meeting held recently. The group looked at: 
 

 Aln Valley Greenway: the Code was discussed to be taken forward by R Turner. 

 Wylam path: signage was discussed and M Jeffrey will send round a copy of the signage 
for the Wylam Wagonway to circulate.  

 Acomb footpath: A Earnshaw advised that information was being sent to Tim Fish plus 
the parish were undertaking their own work on the path 

 Eglingham Parish PROW Project: update including liaison with the County Council.   

 Parish Path Networks: members were interested to know which parishes have leaflets, 
downloadable material or other promotional material for parish path networks. Members 
were interested if Community Action Northumberland could be asked to highlight such 
work and if an incentive e.g. a voucher or pass for a local attraction, could be used to 
encourage such information. It was agreed this matter could be discussed at the next 
JLAF meeting as part of the Communications Plan discussions.  

 
c)  Natural England: the report was noted. 
 
d) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty updates: Members noted the Coast AONB were 

celebrating their 60th anniversary and that the JLAF had been invited to re-visit the Coast 
during 2019.  
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e) Kielder Water and Forest Park Affiliates: nothing to report 

 
f) Other updates:  

 
National Park Management Plan: A Earnshaw said she could not attend the National Park 
Management Plan 2019 – 2024 Action Group meeting in September, hoped to be at the one 
in February 2019 and agreed to send JLAF members the NPMP objectives so that each 
working group could which ones fitted into the JLAF Activity and Communications Plans.  

 
 Health agenda/health and access 

 
It was agreed to keep ‘Dementia Adventure’ on the JLAF agenda for a future meeting and 
possibly invite a speaker to address the JLAF or even visit a site where ‘Dementia 
Adventure’ encourage access-related activities.  Members also discussed the use of ‘green 
prescribing’ by health professionals and noted the County Council’s Joint Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy consultation which was now closed, and said they would have welcomed 
the opportunity to comment on aspects of this.  
 
The Sill including the health agenda 
 
The Sill: members felt the interaction between the JALF SiIl Working Group and Sill officers 
had been positive and useful and hoped that The Sill Working Group could meet again in 
the near future to take the health and access agenda forward; they were also keen to 
include The Sill in their access and health discussions, particularly ‘Dementia Adventure. 
This was noted by Pauline Wall who agreed to take this back to the relevant officers.  
 
Members asked why there appeared to be a decline in cycling and walking activities at The 
Sill and asked if this was due to the offer of other types of activities and opportunities such 
as Dark Skies events, craft workshops, seasonal activities such as wax-cap workshops etc. 
and therefore was there a change of focus of the visitor.  
  

 9 JLAF Activity Plan: Objective 3: Communication through the provision of advice and 
information on issues relating to access to the countryside 

 
a) Working Group three update: nothing to report. 
 
b) Provision of advice: members noted that the response to the Agriculture Bill (as reported at the 

start of the meeting) would be sent in November.  
 
c) Position statements: it was hoped, following the Dogs in the Countryside workshop on 29 

October that progress would be made with the position statement on Dogs and their Owners 
in the Countryside; there was nothing to report on the Shared Paths Position Statement and 
that a new name for these should be considered.  

 
d) Designated Landscapes Review (DLR): A Earnshaw spoke about the National Park Workshop 

in 21 September to start discussions on this review of National Parks and Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and provided a brief summary of the outcomes form the workshop. Pete 
Trumper provided further background to the DLR and spoke about the visit to the National Park 
by the DLR Committee, led by Julian Glover, in early October.  

 

https://nnp-tacdesign.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/NNP-Management-Plan-2016-2021-2.pdf
https://nnp-tacdesign.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/NNP-Management-Plan-2016-2021-2.pdf
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e) Consultations: Action points from afternoon discussions, Defra ‘Health & Harmony’ consultation 

encompassing health and farming and the two Forestry consultations (EIA Assessment: 
Battailshiel Scrub creation and CRoW – Coacher Cleugh) were noted. 

 
10 JLAF Communications and Activity Plans  
 

Amanda Earnshaw reminded members they all had a responsibility to keep engaged with both 
plans and to help keep them up to date, and therefore there would be a dedicated session to 
discuss and progress both plans at the next meeting.  
 
Particularly with regards to communications, ways of promoting the work of the JLAF should be 
investigated as a priority for all users (including those not into gadgets) and all ideas should be 
sent to the Communications sub-group (Chairman and two vice-chairs). 
 

11    Any other business 
 

 Recruitment: all members had been offered an extension to their membership meaning their 
tenure expires on 30 April 2020 therefore the next recruitment drive will be in early 2020. 

 

 Regional Vision for Access: L Bray agreed to liaise with the chair of Tyne & Wear Local 
Access Forum to see what can be arranged as the regional meetings were a useful forum for 
local access forum chairs and vice chairs to meet, though it was anticipated these would be 
self-managed going forward.   
 

 Future topics:  
o noted the invitation to visit the Coast AONB;   
o an overview of permissive paths (especially post Brexit) to consider if they will be in 

existence in 20 years’ time, are they all mapped correctly, should there be a register of 
these paths etc.;  

o re-visit Kielder Water and Forest Park, to include a forestry element possibly, and 
Calvert trust 

o Part 2 of the Forestry training for members 
o Transport and access to include the Hadrian’s Wall Bus (including taking a trip on the 

bus to see how easy it is to use – include involvement with GO North East 
representative) and using the bus to visit the coast.  It was suggested Duncan Wise be 
invited to input into any meeting or discussion including the Hadrian’s Wall Bus  

 
12   Dates of future JLAF meetings 
 

Members were asked to note the dates of future JLAF meetings: Thursdays 24 January, 25 
April, 18 July and 17 October 2019. 
 
The meeting ended at 2030 

 
  

 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………. Amanda Earnshaw
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JLAF Working Groups 2017 as at October 2018 
 
A new working group format was agreed at the July meeting. Members had been assigned by location 
i.e. Working Group North/ South but members will be assigned according to Action Plan objectives.   
1. The JLAF chair and vice chairs  will instigate the first working group meeting  
2. A lead member should thereafter be appointed to take the lead role on co-ordinating the group 

and pushing the various actions forward. 
3. Members of working groups can attend any working group meeting or feed into discussions, if the 

topic is of interest to them. 
4. Working groups should try to meet at least twice a year, otherwise can carry out their discussions 

via e-mail/phone.   
5. The lead member should arrange any venue for meetings – travel expenses will be paid and if the 

meeting is in e.g. a cafe, teas/coffees/soft drinks will be reimbursed if a receipt is provided.  
6. A couple of topics have been agreed for each working group.  Topics may be short or long term 

and the list will be added to/topics removed throughout the year. 
7. Each topic discussed should have a communications outcome and an information position 

element and members should bear this in mind during their discussions. 
8. Working groups should prepare feedback for each JLAF meeting. 

Working Groups May 2017 – April 2019: Working groups meet between meetings as and when required. 
Members are welcome to join other working group meetings if the topic being discussed is of interest to 
them or if they have relevant experience and knowledge to inform discussions and actions. 
 
1. Objective 1 - Working Group One: To be actively involved in the ROWIP, open access, coastal 

access, 2026 and other access projects:  

Liz Bray, Violet Lou Rook, Ian Glendinning, Nick Rossiter, Phillip Cotton and Moray Allan 

Objective 1: The Sill working group – Nick, Moray, Ted, Violet, vacancy. 

 

2. Objective 2 - Working Group Two: Through advocacy, influence and partnership JLAF will work to 

advance access to the countryside: 

Sarah Radcliffe, Rob Turner, Ted Liddle, Vic Brown, Ian Hutchinson and Roger Morris 

Objective 2 Volunteering Working Group: Roger, Liz, Sue, Alex, Nick   

 

3. Objective 3 - Working Group Three 3: Effectively communicate through provision of advice and 

information on issues relating to access to countryside:  

Steve Blake, Alex MacLennan, Sue Rogers, Amanda Earnshaw, Mike Bell and vacancy. 

Objective 3: Communications Working Group: Chairman and the two vice chairmen 

 

Representations: the following members will represent the JLAF on these groups for 2017 – 2018: 

 National Park Management Plan Partnership: Amanda Earnshaw 

 Kielder Water and Forest Park Affiliates: Amanda Earnshaw 

 Northumberland Coast AONB: Vic Brown 

 North Pennines AONB Access Group:    Ted Liddle 

 North East Local Nature Partnership: Ted Liddle  

 Regional Local Access Forum: Chairman and/or Vice Chairmen  
 
 
 
 


