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Minutes of JLAF Meeting held on 
 

Thursday 24 January 2019 1745 – 2030 
 

National Park Offices, Hexham, Northumberland  
 
Attendance: 
Afternoon:  Amanda Earnshaw, Ian Glendinning, Liz Bray, Mike Bell, Moray Allan, Nick Rossiter, 

Phillip Cotton, Sara Radcliffe, Sue Rogers, Violet Rook, Fiona Gough; Lorna Lazzari. 
Apologies: Ian Hutchinson, Alex MacLennan, Rob Turner, Steve Blake, Ted Liddle, Vic Brown. 
 
Evening: Amanda Earnshaw, Alex MacLennan, Ian Glendinning, Liz Bray, Mike Bell, Moray 

Allan, Phillip Cotton, Sarah Radcliffe, Sue Rogers, Violet Rook, Fiona Gough (part) 
Officers: Lorna Lazzari (Northumberland National Park Authority), Pete Trumper 

(Northumberland National Park Authority), Marion Hume (Northumberland National 
Park Authority). Mike Jeffrey (Northumberland County Council) 

 
Visitors:  N Allender, Ramblers 
 
1 Welcome and Apologies 

    
  The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, particularly N Allender, attending as a visitor.  

    
  The Chairman noted apologies from JLAF members Ian Hutchinson, Nick Rossiter, Rob Turner, 

Steve Blake, Ted Liddle and Vic Brown. The Chairman was disappointed to advise members 
that, due to unforeseen circumstances, Roger Morris had resigned from the JLAF. 

 
  The Chairman reminded members that as they received notification well in advance of the four 

JLAF full meeting dates, they should try to attend as many meetings as possible, particularly 
when external speakers and / or visits had been organised.  

 
 The Chairman reminded members there were welcome to attend any meeting of the Working 

Groups if the topic was of interest or if they felt they could offer help and advice.   
 

2  Questions from members of the public: none 
 

3  Declarations of Interest: none 
 

4. Minutes of JLAF Meeting held on 18 October 2018 
 
 The Minutes were approved by members and signed by Amanda Earnshaw, JLAF Chairman. 
 

5 Matters Arising from previous meeting  
 

6   Afternoon session 
 

  Amanda Earnshaw, JLAF Chairman summarised the afternoon agenda which had comprised a 
workshop “What systems and processes need to be in place in order for the JLAF to best 
deliver the JLAF Activity Plan and JLAF Communication Plan” facilitated by Dawn Williams, UK 
facilitator and lead trainer, ICA-UK Ltd.  
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 The aims of the workshop were for JLAF members to share skills, knowledge and experience; 
to explore how to best collaborate as a group (group consensus); to revisit the JLAF Activity 
Plan and Communications Plan and agree how best to deliver these effectively; and for clear 
actions to be identified for the JLAF to take forward including in the development of the Activity 
and Communications Plans. The Chairman said members who had attended with workshop had 
found it more useful than anticipated and had felt it was a beneficial exercise. A full report from 
the workshop will be available in due course. 

 
7 JLAF Activity Plan 2018 - 2019 

 
JLAF Activity Plan Objective 1: JLAF involvement in the RoWIP, Open Access, Coastal 
Access, 2026 and other access projects 

 
a) Updates from Northumberland County Council  

 
M Jeffrey tabled his report, said he hoped to provide a more detailed report for spending the 
2019 – 2020 budgets at the next meeting and highlighted a few areas:  

 explained possible 2019-2020 budget could allow for some footbridge improvements e.g. 
at Plankey Mill, River Aln at Alnwick Bridge (noting this bridge is only 15 years old); 

 spoke about impact of chemical treatment for preservation of timber which has changed 
as has timber density and quality of timber being used; 

 flood repair after Storm Desmond – only two jobs left; noted Wylam riverbank 
improvement - path sinking therefore hopefully working towards a suitable and affordable 
repair plan; and the dead-end footpath at Haydon Spa; 

 Local Transport Plan - large capital investment project government funded for minor 
repairs; 

 England Coast Path: Amble to Bamburgh and Bamburgh to the Borders - Natural 
England working on alignment - some issues e.g. some paths will be closed at certain 
times each year for ten months so alternative paths in place – unusual situation 
especially as two-month path will have to be maintained as well as the main path; 

 National Trails – formal grant letter not yet received and it was hoped the current 5% 
reduction would not be repeated year-on-year; 

 Smoutel Ford -  a funding pot was identified along with a crossing point – bridleway 
diversion and ford built; Revitalising Redesdale project – hope it will be completed by 
end of September 2019 to tie in with spawning season; 

 Devil’s Water footbridge project making good progress – lot of community involvement – 
hope to start in Spring 2019 - £90,000 cost; 

  New active parish group at Acklington – surveyed all paths in their parish – identified 
what needs to be done and passed information to the County Council who will do what 
they can to help to encourage such a group. Members noted the County Council were 
keen to support small scale volunteer work such as clearing vegetation from paths, 
which was valuable maintenance help. 

  
b) Update from Northumberland National Park  

 
L Lazzari gave a short verbal update on National Park issues: 
 

 still uncertainty about National Trails guaranteed funding; 

 spoke about recent visits from Defra senior officials to the National Park and The Sill; 
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 Pennine Way – Gibbshield: part funded and another Revitalising Redesdale project – 
soil reversal work not without some problems; surface to be seeded in Spring 2019 once 
it has settled down; £30,000 cost was underestimated therefore the National Park had 
contributed towards the cost of the stone.  

 Shilmoor Bridge: timber seems to be failing so will need re-installed. 

 The Sill: nothing significant to report. 
 

 Other updates 
 

 Working Group One: report of the 28 November 2018 meeting was noted – the  group will 
contact David Brookes at the County Council re the Rights of Way Improvement Plan 
(RoWIP); noted that the RoWIP expiry date was 2018 therefore there was now a need to 
make useful progress.  
 
M Jeffrey thanked the JLAF for their input to the RoWIP to date and said it was hoped the 
JLAF may be able to advise the County Council on any forthcoming list of priorities.   

 
S Rogers referred to a Planning Inspectorate matter where she had quoted the RoWIP but 
it was not mentioned with other evidence in the Inspectorate’s response so she was 
disappointed that no notice had been taken of the RoWIP.  
 
Members suggested that the Chairman write to the Planning Inspectorate with regard to this 
matter though a member said perhaps it would depend on how the Planning Inspectorate 
deemed the RoWIP whether or not it would be included in their response. 
 
Members were keen that the RoWIP had more prominence and was taken seriously in 
situations such as housing development planning and relevant access issues and 
suggested the RoWIP could either become a supplementary planning document and/or part 
of the Local Transport Plan, possibly becoming a ‘funding tool’. Members noted 
Environment and Local Services would be the relevant department at the County Council.  
 

 Moray Allan spoke about Protecting and creating access in new housing developments and 
referred to some documents: 
 
a) https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2018/12/13/net-gain-and-new-housing-

developments-creating-gains-for-nature-and-people/ 
 

b) http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/transport-for-
new-homes-summary-web.pdf (especially Theme 2 (pages 10-12) and Theme 3 

(pages 13-16) 

 
c) https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2019/01/10/net-gain-a-developers-commitment-to-

enhancing-biodiversity/ 
 

d) https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2019/01/10/net-gain-a-developers-commitment-to-
enhancing-biodiversity/ (pages 4 to 6) 

 
Members referred to the Net Gain consultation re biodiversity and said benefits from 
biodiversity need managed access routes to them.  
 

https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2018/12/13/net-gain-and-new-housing-developments-creating-gains-for-nature-and-people/
https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2018/12/13/net-gain-and-new-housing-developments-creating-gains-for-nature-and-people/
http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/transport-for-new-homes-summary-web.pdf
http://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/transport-for-new-homes-summary-web.pdf
https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2019/01/10/net-gain-a-developers-commitment-to-enhancing-biodiversity/
https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2019/01/10/net-gain-a-developers-commitment-to-enhancing-biodiversity/
https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2019/01/10/net-gain-a-developers-commitment-to-enhancing-biodiversity/
https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2019/01/10/net-gain-a-developers-commitment-to-enhancing-biodiversity/
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Members referred to the Transport for New Homes document and were generally 
concerned that new housing developments may not be properly connected, without links to 
nearby villages, schools, recreational and other facilities, transport links etc.  
 
M Jeffrey said that the JLAF may wish to comment on the Northumberland Local Plan 2036 
particularly with regard to access around new housing developments.   
 
Members noted that neighbourhood plans tended to look at access issues and suggested 
someone involved in the Local Plan be invited to speak to the JLAF.  
 

 The Sill JLAF Working Group:  this group remained keen to be involved with The Sill, to 
regain the momentum they previously had and hoped for an opportunity to re-connect with 
The Sill now the new officers were in place.  L Lazzari offered to speak to Mandy Roberts 
and Caroline Cope, The Sill Education Officers in the first instance.  

 
8 JLAF Activity Plan: Objective 2: Advocacy, Influence and Partnership working to advance 

access to the countryside. 
 

a)  Working Group Two update 
 
The report from the meeting held on 12 December 2018, as circulated to members, was 
noted.  S Rogers provided a further update on the Alnwick Greenways. S Radcliffe advised 
she had a meeting scheduled at the end of January with Northumberland Estates re 
Eglingham Parish Council matters.  
 
Members noted that a new Head of Business Development, which incorporates 
Communications, had now been appointed at the National Park and advice on promoting 
the work of the JLAF, including utilising social media as well as written copy, will be sought 

once her new role is underway and the JLAF Communications Plan is more clearly defined.  
 

b) Natural England: the update from Jim Milner was noted 
 
c) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty updates:  

 

 Northumberland Coast: no update had been received and members noted the AONB had 
invited the JLAF to visit the Coast during 2019. 
 

 North Pennines AONB: members noted the report form the Pennine National Trails 
Northern Working Group meeting held on 10 December 2018,as circulated by T Liddle.  

 
d) Kielder Water and Forest Park Affiliates:   

 
Members noted the Kielder Wildlife and Natural Heritage vision document as circulated. A 
MacLennan explained the thinking behind this document and its links to Defra’s ‘A Green 
Future: Our 25 year plan to improve the environment’.  The Chairman said she would write 
to Lynn Turner with the JLAF’s comments on the vision also mentioning Forest Schools. A 
Earnshaw said the notes from the last Affiliates, held on 28 November 2018, would be 
circulated when received.  
 

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Planning/Planning-policy/Plan.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-environment-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-environment-plan
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A MacLennan updated members on The Lakeside Way multi-user trail which encircles 
Kielder Water's 27 mile shoreline and is almost 26 miles in total and is suitable for walkers, 
cyclists, horse riders, mobility scooters and wheelchair users. Members hoped to visit 
Kielder during 2019.  
 

e) Other updates:  
 

 Revitalising Redesdale : members were interested to learn about this and were interested 
in any matters around access and recreation which they might be able to advise on.  
  

 National Park Management Plan: L Bray said she was interested in attending the next 
meeting of the Action Plan Group, as A Earnshaw was unable to attend, and would 
provide a report following this meeting of issues relevant to the JLAF.  It was agreed that 
the RoWIP review would be raised at this meeting if the opportunity arose.  

 

 1 January 2026 – the cut-off date for adding historic paths to definitive maps.  
 

S Rogers explained there were seven years left; in 2018 only four applications were sent in, 
all of which she had done the research for. Mrs Rogers was surprised more members were 
not worried about the considerable loss of public access likely to take place on Jan 1 2026 
of footpaths, bridleways and restricted byways as after the deadline has been reached, any 
footpath or bridleway created before 1949 which is not recorded on a definitive map and for 
which no claim has been submitted will, with certain exceptions, be extinguished.   
 
Mrs Rogers explained she was prepared to provide training, either as courses or a one to 
one basis if there was any interest. She advised members the BHS has received some 
lottery funding to support this work which means more digitised documents can be acquired 
which could then be shared with other researchers in the county.  This will mean that more 
of this work can then be done at home though it is always necessary to walk the route under 
investigation as that is the best way to determine if it really is historic and photos are needed 
illustrating the historic features that can be found.  

 
Referring to recent press items about this matter, members asked if there was any 
possibility of extending or abolishing the 2026 deadline. It was agreed to discuss this 
further at the next meeting.  

 
 9 JLAF Activity Plan: Objective 3: Communication through the provision of advice and 

information on issues relating to access to the countryside 
 

 Working Group Three: nothing to report 
 

 Influencing Dog Owner Behaviour workshop 29 October 2018: the report form this well-
attended workshop had been circulated to members who had taken note of some of the 
outcomes form the workshop for future work on this topic. The workshop outcomes had 
revealed both the positives and negatives about owning a dog, the importance of common 
understanding between e.g. dog owners and landowners and the need for better 
understanding of dogs’ natural instincts.  

 
 

https://revitalisingredesdale.org.uk/
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 Position statements: members agreed that an alternative name for these documents was 
required which better described that the information was they were conveying e.g. Best 
Practice Notes, Case Studies as the information may be a mixture of advice, notes, useful 
information, etc. There were three position statements currently in the pipeline – 
‘Volunteering’, ‘Shared Paths’ and’ Influencing Dog Owner Behaviour in Town, Coast and 
Countryside’ and it was hoped they would be finalised and published shortly.  
 

 Designated Landscapes Review: as there was no further information available members 
agreed to re-visit this topic in July. 

 

 Consultations: Consultations received by the JLAF to provide comment on included the 
Northumberland Coast AONB Consultation 2019 – 2024 plan update; North Pennines 
AONB Management Plan 2019 - 2024 (by 31 January 2019); and a number of forestry 
consultations - Forest Direct Woodland Creation Consultation for Monkridge Hill Farm, 
West Woodburn, Hexham; Forestry Commission long term closures at Story’s Gair and 
White Side; and one from Land Factor for Slaley Woodlands – Woodland Plan. 
 
Members were concerned at the quality of information provided by the Forestry 
Commission consultations and A MacLennan and S Radcliffe agreed to look into this. 

 
10 JLAF Communications and Activity Plans 2019 - 2020 
 

Amanda Earnshaw reminded members they all had a responsibility to keep engaged with both 
plans and to help keep them up to date, and therefore there would be a dedicated session to 
discuss and progress both plans at the next meeting following receipt of the outcomes and 
recommendations from the workshop.  Particularly with regards to communications, ways of 
promoting the work of the JLAF should be investigated as a priority for all users (including those 
not into gadgets) and all ideas should be sent to the Communications sub-group (Chairman and 
two vice-chairs). 
 

11    Any other business 
 

A MacLennan advised members that 100 Years of Forestry would be celebrated on 10 May at 
Kielder Castle and asked members to provide any information they may have about the last 
100 years of forestry in the area, 

 
12 Dates of future JLAF meetings 
 

Members were reminded of the dates of future JLAF meetings: Thursdays 25 April (topic and 
venue tbc); 18 July (Northumberland Coast AONB); 17 October (Kielder Water and Forest Park 
tbc); and 23 January 2020 (Hexham). 
 
The meeting ended at 2030 
  

 
Signed: ……………………………………………………… (Amanda Earnshaw Chairman) 
 
Date ……………………………… 
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JLAF Working Group membership as at January 2109 
 
A new working group format was agreed at the July meeting. Members had been assigned by location 
i.e. Working Group North/ South but members will be assigned according to Action Plan objectives.   
1. The JLAF chair and vice chairs  will instigate the first working group meeting  
2. A lead member should thereafter be appointed to take the lead role on co-ordinating the group 

and pushing the various actions forward. 
3. Members of working groups can attend any working group meeting or feed into discussions, if the 

topic is of interest to them. 
4. Working groups should try to meet at least twice a year, otherwise can carry out their discussions 

via e-mail/phone.   
5. The lead member should arrange any venue for meetings – travel expenses will be paid and if the 

meeting is in e.g. a cafe, teas/coffees/soft drinks will be reimbursed if a receipt is provided.  
6. A couple of topics have been agreed for each working group.  Topics may be short or long term 

and the list will be added to/topics removed throughout the year. 
7. Each topic discussed should have a communications outcome and an information position 

element and members should bear this in mind during their discussions. 
8. Working groups should prepare feedback for each JLAF meeting. 

Working Groups May 2017 – April 2020: Working groups meet between meetings as and when required. 
Members are welcome to join other working group meetings if the topic being discussed is of interest to 
them or if they have relevant experience and knowledge to inform discussions and actions. 
 
1. Objective 1 - Working Group One: To be actively involved in the ROWIP, open access, coastal 

access, 2026 and other access projects:  

Liz Bray, Violet Lou Rook, Ian Glendinning, Nick Rossiter, Phillip Cotton and Moray Allan 

Objective 1: The Sill working group – Nick, Moray, Ted, Violet, vacancy. 

 

2. Objective 2 - Working Group Two: Through advocacy, influence and partnership JLAF will work to 

advance access to the countryside: 

Sarah Radcliffe, Rob Turner, Ted Liddle, Vic Brown, Ian Hutchinson and Roger Morris 

Objective 2 Volunteering Working Group: Roger, Liz, Sue, Alex, Nick   

 

3. Objective 3 - Working Group Three 3: Effectively communicate through provision of advice and 

information on issues relating to access to countryside:  

Steve Blake, Alex MacLennan, Sue Rogers, Amanda Earnshaw, Mike Bell and vacancy. 

Objective 3: Communications Working Group: Chairman and the two vice chairmen 

 

Representations: the following members will represent the JLAF on these groups for 2017 – 2018: 

 National Park Management Plan Partnership: Amanda Earnshaw 

 Kielder Water and Forest Park Affiliates: Amanda Earnshaw 

 Northumberland Coast AONB: Vic Brown 

 North Pennines AONB Access Group:    Ted Liddle 

 North East Local Nature Partnership: Ted Liddle  

 Regional Local Access Forum: Chairman and/or Vice Chairmen  
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