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Minutes of JLAF Meeting held on 
 

Thursday 25 April 2019 1745 – 2030 
 

Kirkwhelpington Village Hall, Kirkwhelpington 
 
Attendance: 
Afternoon:  Alex MacLennan, Amanda Earnshaw, Catherine Seymour, Ian Glendinning, Liz Bray, 

Moray Allan, Nick Rossiter, Rob Turner, Sarah Radcliffe, Steve Blake, Susan Rogers, 
Ted Liddle, Vic Brown 

Visitors: Rob Aubrook (Natural England), Ruth Tweedie (Northumberland County Council), 
Neil Allender (Ramblers) and Richard Baines (Member of the public) 

Apologies: Mike Bell, Philip Cotton, Violet Rook, Lorna Lazzari, Catherine Seymour 
 
Evening: Alex MacLennan, Amanda Earnshaw, Catherine Seymour, Ian Glendinning, Liz Bray, 

Moray Allan, Nick Rossiter, Rob Turner, Sarah Radcliffe, Steve Blake, Susan Rogers, 
Ted Liddle, Vic Brown, Violet Rook, Catherine Seymour,  Lorna Lazzari 

Apologies: Mike Bell, Philip Cotton 
Visitors:  Neil Allender (Ramblers) and Richard Baines (Member of the public) 
 
Officers: Pete Trumper (Northumberland National Park), Marion Hume (Northumberland 

National Park). David Brookes (Northumberland County Council) 
 
1 Welcome and Apologies 

    
  The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, particularly N Allender and R Baines, 

attending as visitors. The Chairman noted apologies from Mike Bell and Philip Cotton. The 
Chairman welcomed Cllr Catherine Seymour as the new County Council representative 
replacing Cllr Ian Hutchinson.  

 
  The Chairman reminded members that as they received notification well in advance of the four 

JLAF full meeting dates, they should try to attend as many meetings as possible, particularly 
when external speakers and / or visits had been organised.  

 
 The Chairman also reminded members there were welcome to attend any meeting of the 

Working Groups if the topic was of interest or if they felt they could offer help and advice.   
 

2  Questions from members of the public: none 
 

3  Declarations of Interest: none 
 

4. Minutes of JLAF Meeting held on 24 January 2019 
 
 The Minutes were approved by members and signed by Amanda Earnshaw, JLAF Chairman. 
 

5 Matters Arising from previous meeting  
 

a) Item 7 (b) – other updates: The Chairman said she had contacted the Planning Inspectorate 
following the last meeting when the question was raised as to whether or not Planning 
Inspectors took account of the relevant highway authority's Rights of Way Improvement Plan 
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when making their determinations, advising that Highway authorities are required, under the 
CROW Act 2000, to produce and review a ROWIP which usually contains some form of 
statement on how the authority will prioritise changes and/or additions to the network, and 
asked if the Planning Inspectorate could confirm what role, if any, is afforded to the ROWIP 
in their decision making..  
 
The Planning Inspectorate Rights of Way team advised that when submitting an opposed 
order the Authority, in completing their checklist, is asked to submit the relevant extract from 
its ROWIP, or to state that it is not relevant.  The appointed inspector is then able to take 
this into account with the other evidence. Section 6 of the Planning Inspectorate’s Guidance 
booklet gives more detail on what the inspector considers in reaching a decision. D Brookes 
added that a RoWIP can be mentioned in Public Path Order decisions.  

 
b)  Item 8 (e) Revitalising Redesdale: T Liddle advised he had met with the project lead, had 

spoken about funding for some rights of way improvements (Blackster Quarry to Hillhead 
Cottage) and said some funding may be available for this from both Revitalising Redesdale 
and Ray Wind Farms monies. D Brookes asked that he and M Jeffrey be kept informed of 
progress as some monies may also be available via the County Council’s capital budget.  

   
6 Afternoon session 

 
The JLAF Chairman spoke about the afternoon session which had taken place at Wallington with 
the theme ‘Shared Use Paths’ with particular interest in what the National Trust are doing in this 
regard. The JLAF last visited Wallington in 2009 and since then Wallington has opened the 
Dragon Trail and walking route and recently at Gibside, The National Trust hope to build on this 
approach at all sites and across the region.  
 
The aim of the session was for the National Trust to show JLAF members what they have done at 
Wallington in regard to the aforementioned and to explain the rationale and give an overview of 
any further developments they have for walking, cycling and hopefully horse riding. Members 
walked on the unsurfaced flat level disused railway tracks (DRT),  part of 6.3 mile Wannie Line 
Walk to see the potential these DRTs offer for better access to hidden parts of mid 
Northumberland – not just as part of a circular walk. Members then met Steven Crawford, 
National Trust Active Outdoors Development Officer to look at walking and cycling trails and 
facilities, particularly regarding suitability and attractiveness for a range of users at both site visits 
and for an update on latest National Trust access thinking and overview progress to date at 
Wallington and other regional sites including summarising plans for the future.   
 

The general consensus was that the Wannie Line loop could be shared use in future and more 
could be made of the old National Trust offices at Scots Gap.  
 
S Blake asked about the future of railway line development e.g. Haltwhistle to Langley. T Liddle 
explained about this particular path and funding for developments of this type e.g. lines being 
re-opened with shared-use paths running alongside and how there was a great deal of potential 
for disused railway line development. With regards to funding, he said he was meeting with R 
Tweedie from NCC to look at the mechanics of how decisions need to be made when funding 
streams become live.  
 
 
 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wallington/trails/wannie-line-walk
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wallington/trails/wannie-line-walk
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7 JLAF Activity Plan 2018 - 2019 
 

JLAF Activity Plan Objective 1: JLAF involvement in the RoWIP, Open Access, Coastal 
Access, 2026 and other access projects 

 
a) Updates from Northumberland County Council  

 
D Brookes tabled a report, went through creations and extinguishments and highlighted a 
few key areas.   
 

 explained the work at Bewick Moor and Langley. The JLAF agreed to write to the 
County   Council to commend them on their work with these and other related sites; 

 RoW committee – this had been disbanded in May 2018 with RoW matters delegated 
to each of the five local area councils though the majority of the work has gone to North 
Northumberland local area council who had set up a sub-committee of six members to 
deal with RoW matters which seemed to be working well for the area; 

 Maiden’s Hall open cast site and new public footpaths (mainly bridleways) – updated 
on the legal side of this development with the eventual aim of having the routes on the 
Definitive Map and Statement; 

 Capital improvements programme – budget has increased – now £500,000; 

 England Coast Path update – progressing well; 

 Smoutel Ford – NCC successful with obtaining Revitalising Redesdale funding for 
missing ford project – design has been done and access issues are being addressed 
via Highways; 

 Borderlands Growth Deal – waiting further update; 

 RoWIP – strategic document therefore needs to be drawn up at this level – thanks to 
JLAF for their input to the development of this document so far. 

  
b) Update from Northumberland National Park  

 
L Lazzari and P Trumper provided an update to the National Park update: 
 

 looking at other opportunities to promote access a The Sill e.g. E-bikes and if 
successful may be rolled out to other areas of the national park. T Liddle suggested the 
route should be done anti-clockwise;  

 Tramper-type vehicles at The Sill – T Liddle said he would liaise with P Trumper about 
vehicles which might be suitable for use by less-able visitors; 

 P Trumper spoke about the Landscape Enhancement Initiative and said he was pulling 
a project together re the Hadrian’s Wall National Trail and will liaise with M Jeffrey – 
part of the project would include Tramper-type vehicles being required; 

 Pennine Path closure Greenlee Lough – though path is closed will still need 
maintained; 

 Promotion of accessible paths in the national park – P Trumper said he had spoken to 
A MacLennan and R Tweedie in this regard and asked JLAF members for any 
information they felt relevant, or help they could offer,  to help progress this matter; 
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 Other updates 
 

Working Group One update:  
 

RoWIP: N Rossiter provided an update on the Rights of Way Improvement Plan work they had 
done and said though this was a priority, it was now a professional task to write it up as the re-
vamp required detailed and specialist knowledge of areas such as legalities. He therefore asked 
what the next stage should be now that the JLAF had provided advice. D Brookes said his team 
unfortunately no longer had the resources to devote to progressing the RoWIP further though at 
this time though it may be that in the future, some money may be available to get some 
professional help to pull the RoWIP together to make it fit for the future. JLAF members noted 
the government’s ‘public money for public goods’ and asked if there was any possibility of 
funding form this source but were advised that as the RoWIP was a statutory document, this 
would not be possible.  
 
Members asked if it was possible to share RoWIPs between councils and if this could be 
investigated. Members also believed there was very little in the current Northumberland RoWIP 
that was not relevant.  
 
D Brookes agreed to report back to a JLAF meeting when was anything further to report about 
the RoWIP and again thanked the JLAF for their continued input to the document. 
 
Planning Guidance and Public Rights of Way:  L Bray spoke about planning guidance in relation 
to public rights of way. It was agreed the working group would look at this document and 
discuss it at the next JLAF meeting.  
 
Maintenance of roadside verges: S Rogers provided information on this matter which included 
the rationale behind issues such as how verges could be mown for the safety of drivers and 
vulnerable users. Mrs Rogers suggested looking at maps to see what ‘dog-legs’ needed to be 
made safer in this regard. It was agreed to set up a small task and finish group (A Earnshaw, S 
Rogers and M Allan) to look at Part One of this proposed survey work.  
 
Britannia Greenway: M Allan referred to the link sent with the agenda for this item, explained 
this was relevant to multi-user path surfaces and suggested the surface material as detailed in 
the document might be suitable as greenway surface materials.  
 
The Sill Working Group: L Lazzari advised that she had spoken to Sill officers who were keen to 
be involved and would discuss with the Head of Activities and Exhibitions to see if a topic and 
date for a meeting could be set. JLAF members re-iterated their wish to be involved with the Sill 
and to offer advice as required.  

 
8 JLAF Activity Plan: Objective 2: Advocacy, Influence and Partnership working to advance 

access to the countryside. 
 

a)  Working Group Two update 
 
Members noted the good progress being made with the Volunteering Position Statement. T 
Liddle said he had attended both the Tourism Fairs (Hexham and Alnwick) but wasn’t sure if 
they were the right venue for JLAF attendance unless there was a specific theme for their 
attendance e.g. like Ian Jackson’s business questionnaire.  
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b) Natural England: A Earnshaw said she had taken the opportunity to speak to R Aubrook 
during the afternoon site visit and said the local access forums should have a role with 
consulting on the new agri-environment schemes and any issues around access and that a 
co-ordinated approach should be considered. In this regard Mrs Earnshaw agreed to contact 
other local access forums to see if there was any interest in pursuing this matter.   

 
c) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty updates:  

 
V Brown drew attention to Northumberland Coast AONB meeting report. The Natural 
England team have split the coast into smaller chapters in order for specific issues to be 
dealt with more effectively and not hold up a whole section and whilst the AONB Partnership 
and Local Authorities cannot object, they can make representations... It was also noted there 
are still some significant concerns about the ecological implications of some sections. There 
was no update from the North Pennines AONB. Members also noted that the Coast AONB 
had done a lot of work with regards to dogs on the coast which may be helpful for the JLAF 
position statement on Influencing Dog Owner behaviour in town, coast and countryside.  

 
d) Kielder Water and Forest Park Affiliates:  nothing to report 

 
e) Other updates:  

 

 Mrs L Bray reported back on her attendance at the National Park Management Plan 
Action Plan meeting with partners in February and said those attending had been invited 
to give updates. Mrs Bray spoke about the RoWIP review and noted interest from the NPA 
planning officer with regard to using planning powers more pro-actively to achieve the 
aims of the RoWIP and the importance of having the RoWIP endorsed in planning policy 
e.g. the Northumberland Local Plan currently in preparation. Consideration should also be 
given to the RoWIP being adopted as a supplementary planning document by the relevant 
planning authorities: it then becomes a “material consideration" that has to be taken into 
account by the planners. Mrs Bray also flagged up that JLAF is not just about Rights of 
Way but the wider benefits of access, for health, well-being, physical activity, enjoyment of 
landscape & wildlife to ensure a fit with NPA priorities.  
 

 Mrs S Rogers spoke about the Hansard report on the 2026 cut-off point and advised that 
only 13 routes had been confirmed so far from evidence submitted by the research team.  
Mrs Rogers suggested, taking into account the relevant sections of the CROW Act and 
the Deregulation Act relating to 2026, the JLAF should lobby for the 2026 date to be 
dropped by writing to the Secretary of State and local MPs.   

 
 9 JLAF Activity Plan: Objective 3: Communication through the provision of advice and 

information on issues relating to access to the countryside 
 

a) Working Group Three: nothing to report 
 

b) Urban mobility and ways around access to the countryside: Ms V Rook spoke about this 
issue regarding better transport in rural areas, believed a more forward looking approach 
was needed and how could the JLAF help in this regard by offering advice for the long term, 
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c) Progress with the position statements was noted and it was hoped these would be finalised 
in time to be ratified at the July JLAF meeting so they could be published. It was also felt that 
the current position statements should be reviewed and updated as necessary.  
 

d) Consultations 
 
 Banks Group - Dewley Hill surface mine plans: Mrs L Bray spoke about this matter and 

advised members she was liaising with the Banks Group regarding an ‘over-the-hedge’ 
path to be put in place whilst the works were being undertaken.  

 
 Forestry Commission: all noted 
 

10 JLAF Communication Plan and Activity Plan 2019 - 2020 
 

JLAF Plans: It was agreed a small working group be set up to look specifically at the current 
JLAF Activity and Communications Plans to make it easier to roll forward, define clear actions, 
they are easier to understand for meetings and to ensure both plans co-ordinate with each 
other. The working group was agreed as A Earnshaw, S Radcliffe, N Rossiter and A 
MacLennan and a meeting would be arranged shortly with a view to the amalgamated JLAF 
Communication and Activity Plan being available for the July meeting.  
 
County Show (May): It was agreed the JLAF would take up the kind offer from the Forestry 
Commission to share their space at the County Show and the end of May and to prepare some 
information to include highlighting the Countryside Code and anti-social behaviours in the 
countryside.   

 
11    Any other business 
 
12 Dates of future JLAF meetings 
 

Members were reminded of dates of future JLAF meetings: 18 July 2019 (Northumberland Coast 
AONB tbc); 17 October 2019 (Kielder Water and Forest Park tbc); 23 January 2020 (Hexham). 
 
The meeting ended at 2030 
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JLAF Working Group membership as at January 2109 
 
A new working group format was agreed at the July meeting. Members had been assigned by location 
i.e. Working Group North/ South but members will be assigned according to Action Plan objectives.   
1. The JLAF chair and vice chairs  will instigate the first working group meeting  
2. A lead member should thereafter be appointed to take the lead role on co-ordinating the group 

and pushing the various actions forward. 
3. Members of working groups can attend any working group meeting or feed into discussions, if the 

topic is of interest to them. 
4. Working groups should try to meet at least twice a year, otherwise can carry out their discussions 

via e-mail/phone.   
5. The lead member should arrange any venue for meetings – travel expenses will be paid and if the 

meeting is in e.g. a cafe, teas/coffees/soft drinks will be reimbursed if a receipt is provided.  
6. A couple of topics have been agreed for each working group.  Topics may be short or long term 

and the list will be added to/topics removed throughout the year. 
7. Each topic discussed should have a communications outcome and an information position 

element and members should bear this in mind during their discussions. 
8. Working groups should prepare feedback for each JLAF meeting. 

Working Groups May 2017 – April 2020: Working groups meet between meetings as and when required. 
Members are welcome to join other working group meetings if the topic being discussed is of interest to 
them or if they have relevant experience and knowledge to inform discussions and actions. 
 
1. Objective 1 - Working Group One: To be actively involved in the ROWIP, open access, coastal 

access, 2026 and other access projects:  

Liz Bray, Violet Lou Rook, Ian Glendinning, Nick Rossiter, Phillip Cotton and Moray Allan 

Objective 1: The Sill working group – Nick, Moray, Ted, Violet, vacancy. 

 

2. Objective 2 - Working Group Two: Through advocacy, influence and partnership JLAF will work to 

advance access to the countryside: 

Sarah Radcliffe, Rob Turner, Ted Liddle, Vic Brown, Carolyn Seymour and Roger Morris 

Objective 2 Volunteering Working Group: Roger, Liz, Sue, Alex, Nick   

 

3. Objective 3 - Working Group Three 3: Effectively communicate through provision of advice and 

information on issues relating to access to countryside:  

Steve Blake, Alex MacLennan, Sue Rogers, Amanda Earnshaw, Mike Bell and vacancy. 

Objective 3: Communications Working Group: Chairman and the two vice chairmen 

 

Representations: the following members will represent the JLAF on these groups for 2017 – 2018: 

 National Park Management Plan Partnership: Amanda Earnshaw 

 Kielder Water and Forest Park Affiliates: Amanda Earnshaw 

 Northumberland Coast AONB: Vic Brown 

 North Pennines AONB Access Group:    Ted Liddle 

 North East Local Nature Partnership: Ted Liddle  

 Regional Local Access Forum: Chairman and/or Vice Chairmen  
 
 
  
 


