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Minutes of JLAF Meeting held on 
 

Thursday 18 July 2019 1745 – 2055 
 

National Park Offices, Eastburn, Southpark, Hexham NE46 3PQ 
 
Attendance: 
Afternoon:  Amanda Earnshaw, Ian Glendinning, Moray Allan, Nick Rossiter, Sarah Radcliffe, 

Susan Rogers, Ted Liddle, Philip Cotton 
Visitors: Neil Allender (Ramblers)  
Apologies: Mike Bell, Violet Rook, Catherine Seymour, Liz Bray, Rob Turner, Steve Blake,  

Vic Brown, Alex MacLennan 
 

Evening: Alex MacLennan, Amanda Earnshaw, Ian Glendinning, Moray Allan, Nick Rossiter, 
Sarah Radcliffe, Susan Rogers, Ted Liddle, Vic Brown, Philip Cotton 

Apologies: Mike Bell, Catherine Seymour, Liz Bray, Rob Turner, Steve Blake, Violet Rook,  
Visitors:  Neil Allender (Ramblers), Lisa Wardlaw (member of the public) 
Officers: Pete Trumper (Northumberland National Park), Lorna Lazzari (Northumberland 

National Park), Marion Hume (Northumberland National Park),  David Brookes 
(Northumberland County Council) 

 
Members welcomed Craig Wilson, Destination Development Manager, Visit County Durham, who 
spoke about the Northern Saints Trail project. Mr Wilson provided background to the project which 
was to primarily explore ways to position and raise awareness of North East England as the 
Christian crossroads of the British Isles. He hoped the JLAF would endorse the project as well as 
help with understanding accessibility issues such as limiting factors, pitfalls and challenges. 
Regarding access issues, he spoke about maintenance of routes, waymarking and signage for 
routes and links to existing England Coast Path at Lindesfarne.  
 
The Northern Saints visitor economy project is being co-ordinated by Visit County Durham in 
partnership with a wide range of organisations and costing and scoping the routes, fundraising etc. 
was now underway, discussions started on signage and interpretation, engagement with potential 
partners had commenced and a marketing strategy was being discussed with a view to launching 
the initiative in 2020.  It was hoped this would be an ongoing, long-term and developing project.  
 
Members were interested this initiative and had a few suggestions: 
a) Cycling routes to be factored in 
b) Alternative to QR coding - there were more up to date methods for locating information 

available 
c) Explorers Road - and perhaps link routes with this initiative 
 
Members were happy to offer their support to the project and to offer any advice, if asked, to do with 
accessibility issues.  

 
1 Welcome and Apologies 

  
  The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, particularly N Allender and L Wardlaw, 

attending as visitors. The Chairman noted apologies from Mike Bell, Catherine Seymour, Liz 
Bray, Rob Turner, Steve Blake and Violet Rook. 

http://www.northernsaints.com/
https://www.theexplorersroad.co.uk/
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  The Chair reminded members that as they received notification well in advance of the four 
JLAF full meeting dates, they should try to attend as many meetings as possible, particularly 
when external speakers and / or visits had been organised.  

 
2  Election of Chair and Vice Chairs 
 

 Amanda Earnshaw, Chairman, stood down.  David Brookes took the chair for the elections only.  
Members had been trawled for interest in the Chair and Vice Chair positions. 

 
 Amanda Earnshaw was proposed as Chair by Ted Liddle, seconded by Ian Glendinning. There 

being no other nominations Amanda Earnshaw was elected Chair for the forthcoming year.   
 

 Alex MacLennan was proposed as Vice Chair by Moray Allan, seconded by Nick Rossiter. 
There being no other nominations Alex MacLennan was elected as Vice Chair for the 
forthcoming year.   

 
 Moray Allan was proposed as Vice Chair by Vic Brown, seconded by Ian Glendinning. There 

being no other nominations Moray Allan was elected as Vice Chair for the forthcoming year. 
  
Amanda Earnshaw assumed the role of Chairman and the meeting continued. Mrs Earnshaw 
advised she could not attend the next meeting which would be chaired by Alex MacLennan. 

 
3  Questions from members of the public:  
 

A question had been received from a member of the public:  
 
“I came across a property at the end of a bridleway I wish to purchase and want to clarify access 

rights as it is in the National Park. How do I go about finding reference that the bridleway was 
used by motor vehicles ad also how to define permanent access to the said property?” 

 
D Brookes advised JLAF members he had responded to this query and the enquirer was 
happy with the advice offered.  

 
4  Declarations of Interest:  
 
  Sarah Radcliffe declared an interest in Item 10 (c) ‘Forestry Consultations’    

 
5 Minutes of JLAF Meeting held on 25 April 2019 

 
 L Lazzari had attended the evening meeting and the Minutes were amended accordingly. The 

Minutes were thus approved by members and signed by Amanda Earnshaw, JLAF Chairman. 
 

6 Matters Arising from previous meeting on 25 April 2019 
 

Site visit: Ted Liddle referred to the site visit and spoke about the shared use path access 
theme including the practicalities of the 6.8km Y-shaped DRT at Wallington. The Chairman 
was asked to write to the National Trust about opening this up for shared use by Spring 2020.  
 
Page 4: Item 7 (b): Planning Guidance and PRoW document: Liz Bray asked for comments to 
be sent to her.  
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Page 5: Updates: re the cut-off date for adding historic paths to Definitive Map, 2026 deadline:  
members asked if the Chairman had written to the Secretary of State and local MP’s regarding 
the cut-off date in 2026 and if not, could this be actioned. 

 
7 Afternoon session   

 
The theme of the afternoon session was the “Riverside landscape: changes affecting access 
at Acomb - Waters Meet”. The purpose of the visit was for the JLAF to look at the background 
regarding walking, cycling and horse riding options in this locale and to try to ascertain how 
this relatively popular location currently meets the challenge and expectations of visitors of all 
levels of mobility who specifically want to walk, cycle or horse ride in the area.  
 
Points of note considered during the visit included: the long thin strip of poor quality woodland 
– coal mine restitution; viewing footpath washout next to River Tyne caused by Storm 
Desmond; viewing washed away Disused Railway Track (DRT); visit to Waters Meet; 
bridleway is rugged at one point – background to how it was claimed; walk along section of 
shared use DRT with Bridleway status; and blocked DRT towards Wall village.  
 
Members considered some questions during site visits: How can the NCC links to this area 
bring better benefits to the locale?  and What potential is there to unlock greater use of the 
disused railway track?  
 
Ted Liddle referred to the April meeting (also with the shared use access theme) and what had 
been learned from that visit that could be relevant to the visit to Acomb/Waters Meet. Members 
asked why the route at Acomb owned by NCC was not on the definitive map. D Brookes 
clarified the situation as being designated as public open space and it could be dedicated as a 
public right of way therefore he could raise this with the County Council’s Estates team and 
advise the JLAF of the outcome.  

 
8 JLAF Activity & Communication Plan 2019 – 2020 

 
The Chairman drew attention to the new Activity and Communication Plan 2019 which now 
had two objectives (with objective 2 designed to deliver the statutory purpose of local access 
forums)  therefore it was hoped would be more accessible and easier to keep up to date. The 
Chairman reminded members they had to take ownership of the Plan and ensure they advised 
of any updates, amendments etc. 
 
Alex MacLennan spoke about local communities and how to raise awareness with them of the 
work of the JLAF and how they could help communities with advice on access issues. He 
spoke about linkages with local communities and how to devise information to pass on to them 
[see also Item 9 (e)] and asked this be further discussed at the next meeting. 
 
The Secretary was asked to contact the Northumberland Association of Local Councils 
(NALC) and Community Action Northumberland (CAN) so see if regular information on the 
JLAF could be included in their regular newsletters and to look into improving social media 
coverage e.g., Twitter. 

 
 
 

https://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/dont-lose-your-way-2026/historic-paths-and-definitive-maps-timeline.aspx
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9 JLAF Activity Plan Objective 1: to deliver physical improvements to the access network 
through advocacy and partnership working 

 
a) NCC Update 

 
D Brookes tabled his report highlighting a few key areas including the capital improvements 
budget for the England Coast Path, Smoutel Ford and National Trails.  He said he would 
report at the next meeting on modification orders.  

 
b) National Park update:  

 
L Lazzari provided a verbal update. Amongst issues highlighted were ‘business as usual with 
lots of overseas visitors; Pennine Way annual survey is underway – full length of the Park; 
peat project re-profiling underway; Border Ridge flagging; Gibbshield work complete (soil 
reversal/re-seeding). Other issues included: 

 both the Hadrian’s Wall Path and the Pennine Way were busy; 

 a meeting she and Pete Trumper had had with Sue Rogers regarding bridleway issues 
[including] in the National Park; 

 anti-social behaviour in National Park and generally – some long-standing problems still 
continuing including litter, dog mess, use of disposable BBQ’s and general vandalism. 
A suggestion was made to ask the County Council to impose a public spaces protection 
order which could disallow use of disposable BBQ’s, have designated areas for these 
items or ask manufacturers to re-design them with proper stands. Members noted there 
were some national campaigns about the use of these items and asked what they could 
do by way of educating people about dangers of using them; and 

 the newly refurbished Walltown site including changing place facilities, refreshment 
offer and information kiosk was due to open on 17 August 2019. 

 The Sill – there was nothing to report.  It was regretted that a meeting of The Sill 
Working group had not yet taken place.  

 
c)   ‘Access: how National Park provides moderate grade walks of 1 – 3 hours’.  

 
Pete Trumper provided a brief update of the June 2019 Authority Review Group meeting 
(topic of ‘Access: how the National Park provides moderate grade walks of 1 – 3 hours.’)  
He pointed out that visitor engagement and promotion of the public rights of way network is 
one of the fundamental reasons why people visited the Park and advised members the 
conclusions of the review would be written up by the Chair of the Review group.  Members 
were interested to learn if there were any access issues highlighted in the Glover review 
when the final report is published.  
 

d) AONB updates 
 

 Northumberland Coast AONB: Vic Brown advised that the AONB were reviewing their 
Management Plan and would circulate the Minutes of their recent meeting when available. 

 North Pennines AONB: Ted Liddle advised that the Pennines Northern Trails meetings 
were now incorporated within the AONB meeting.  He spoke about the North Pennines 
orbital walking group; that the length of Great Britain trail was making progress; spoke 
about the South Tynedale Preservation Society and the linked routes from narrow gauge 
railway and his meeting with Simon Wilson in this regard; and other issues including the 



NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AND COUNTY  
JOINT LOCAL ACCESS FORUM 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5                                                             JLAF Minutes 18 July 2019 

approved 17 October 2019 and published 
 

England Great Walking Trails, the Spine Race, Pennine Way People and Kirkhaugh 
Bridge (he will liaise with Iain Glendinning in this regard). 
 

e) Community involvement 
 
Members were keen that five topics/actions were identified as a starter for increased 
community involvement and the following were suggested: 

 Glendale area, south of Wooler;  

 Alnwick area;  

 Aln Valley Greenway;  

 Chipchase Estate; and  

 Ray Estate (section of DRT that is permissive and access opportunities 
 
It was agreed to set up a small Community Action working group (Ted Liddle, Alex 
MacLennan and Phillip Cotton) to work up evidence to support these actions and to write to 
the relevant parishes.   

 
10 JLAF Activity Plan: Objective 2: to offer provision of advice and information on issues 

relating to access to the countryside 
 
a) ‘Opportunities for Access in National Park – where does horse-riding fit in?’ Sue Rogers 

explained her report and her recent meeting with L Lazzari and P Trumper from the National 
Park. The report focused on ease of use of gates; suggested horse riding routes e.g. Five 
Valleys of the Cheviots and circular routes for local people; and the value and benefits of 
equestrian tourism. A member asked if horse-riding groups were pro-active in trying to 
ameliorate some of the issues themselves. P Trumper thanked Mrs Rogers for her advice on 
promoting horse-riding in the National Park, said he would look at equestrian sites in the 
National Park, what needs to be improved, what could be done within budget and resource  
parameters and keep in touch with Mrs Rogers in this regard. 
 

b) ‘Future proofing access – the impact of climate change on access’ Ian Glendinning will lead 
on this topic and a small working group of Ian Glendinning, Liz Bray and Rob Turner was 
agreed.  As well as the negative issues around climate change, it was also agreed to look at 
any positives as well.  Key topics for consideration could include future proofing the rights of 
way network – how; climate change resilience; changing weather patterns and impact on 
tourism as well as infrastructure; and emissions. It was agreed that Mr Glendinning would 
write a report for the next meeting for further discussion.   

 
c) and d) Closures and Consultations were noted.  

 
e ) Position statements: it was agreed to carry this item over to the next meeting where the 

current position statements would be reviewed and updated as necessary and the new 
position statements ratified for issue. The Chair asked members to think about an alternative 
name for ‘position statements’.  

 
f) Other items; 

 Planning Guidance note – major applications (PRoW and development): Liz Bray asked 
for any comments sent directly to her.  

 Anti-social behaviour: see also Item 9 (b): will be further discussed at next meeting. 

 Protecting and creating access in new housing developments: discussed at next meeting 
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11 Items to be considered for inclusion in the JLAF Activity & Communications Plan 
 

See also Item 8. The Chair noted some amendments she would make to the Plan including 
rewording at Annexe A re horse-riding, to include gates and bridleways, following the discussion 
at Item 10 (a). Once updated with these and other items from the meeting, the Action Plan will 
be uploaded to the JLAF website.  

 
12 Working Groups 

 
The Chair said that going forward, the two main working groups (Objective 1 and Objective 2) 
would be more fluid and all members, outwit the core group, were welcome to attend a working 
group meeting if the topic interested them. She said all members would be appointed to one of 
the two main groups and should endeavour to be part of at least one of the short-term task & 
finish working group.  
 

13 Items for information only 
 

Members noted with interest, the contents of the House of Commons Briefing paper (July 
2019) on Active travel: trends, policy and funding.  

 
14 Any other business 

 
Members were reminded of dates of future JLAF meetings: 17 October 2019 (Northumberland 
Coast AONB); 30 January 2020 (Hexham); 23 April 2020 (venue tbc); 15 July (venue tbc) 15 
October (venue tbc). 

 
The meeting ended at 2055. 

  
 


