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MINUTES OF THE 
 

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING  
 

Wednesday 15th May 2019 09:45 – 10:10 
 

Northumberland National Park Authority Headquarters, Eastburn, Hexham, NE46 1BS 
 
In the Chair:  Cllr S Bolam, Development Management Committee Chairman 
 
Present:   Mr M Bell, Cllr J Morrison-Bell, Cllr A Murray and Ms P Ross 
 
In attendance:  Mrs S Buylla (Head of Development Management); Ms F Glassford (Legal 

Advisor) and Ms Pauline Wall (Director of Park Management). 
   
PART ONE 
 
Welcome and Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Ms J Davidson, Cllr V Gibson and Cllr J Wilson. 
 
Following Northumberland County Council’s meeting on 1st May, 2019 Cllr J Foster has not been 
reappointed as a member of Northumberland National Park Authority  
 
DMC2019-026  Declarations of Interest:  
None 
   
DMC2019-027  Minutes of Previous Meeting: 17th April, 2019 
 
It was proposed that the Minutes of 17th April, 2019 Development Management Committee 
meeting be approved and signed by the Development Management Committee Chairman. 
 
Proposed by Mr M Bell and seconded by Cllr J Morrison-Bell. 
 
The Members who had attended the previous meeting voted to approve the minutes of the 
meeting held on 17th April, 2019 and there being no further issues Members 

 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Development Management Committee meeting held on 17th 
April, 2019 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Development Management 
Committee Chairman. 

 
 
DMC2019-028  APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
19NP0014 Demolition of existing dwelling and outbuildings and construction of a 

replacement dwelling and outbuildings at Evistones Cottage, Rochester, 
Northumberland, NE19 1RY 

 
Planning Officer’s Report 
Ms S Buylla, Head of Development Management, informed Members that she would be presenting 
Mr J Smith, Planning Officer’s report in his absence and asked members to note the shared 
supplementary report that made minor changes to conditions 5 & 7. 
 
The Head of Development Management presented the planning officers report supported by 
location and elevation plans of the proposed replacement dwelling and outbuildings. 
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Detail of the principles of the development were presented and assessed to have limited visual 
impact, to be subordinate and proportionate in context to Evistone House and to have minimal 
impact on the National Park special qualities.   Due to the specific circumstances in this case it was 
considered appropriate to recommend approval despite it being contrary to policy because of the 
lack of harm. 
 
Referring to the Historic Buildings Advisor’s comments, the Head of Development Management 
remarked that the existing dwelling is of low significance, is not listed or considered to be 
particularly important and is not mentioned in John Grundy’s report.  The request by the Historic 
Buildings Advisor for a level 2 Historic Building Record has been attached as a condition to the 
planning permission.   
 
The Head of Development Management summarised the Planning Officer’s report and 
recommended Members to approve the application subject to the planning conditions and 
informatives set out in the report. 
 
Public Speaking 
9:58 – 10:01 
Mr D Hartley (agent for the applicants, Mr and Mrs J Pritchard) thanked the Committee and praised 
the Planning Officer’s thorough assessment and production of a balanced report. 
 
Mr Hartley provided the background to the ownership and significant investment of Evistones and 
the owners’ succession planning for their sons to live and work on site.  Mr Hartley recognised that 
there is an issue of scale against the existing property and the planning application, commenting 
that the existing internal layout is not adequate and does not meet the functional needs of the 
family and farm. 
 
Questions of Fact 
A Member asked if there were any conditions for the development to be purely for residential and 
not holiday letting use. 
 
The Head of Development Management replied that the development is not restricted by 
conditions for holiday letting use this is because there are also no existing restrictions to Evistones 
Cottage. 
 
Another Member asked if the extensive outbuildings proposed would have a greater impact than 
those of the proposed dwelling. 
 
The Head of Development Managed responded that the proposed outbuildings would not impact 
beyond the courtyard. 
 
Debate 
A Member commented that if the proposed development were in the middle of the village there 
would be a different outcome but they could not see any negative impacts.  The existing building 
will be replaced with a more efficient dwelling using sympathetic materials and design. 
 
Proposal of, and vote on, the Motion 
 
Mr M Bell proposed the motion, that was seconded by Cllr J Morrison-Bell, the members voted 
unanimously and  
 

RESOLVED to grant conditional planning permission subject to the planning conditions in the 
report and two amended planning conditions 5 and 7 of the supplementary report, and informatives 
detailed within the Planning Officer’s report. 
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DMC 2019-029  URGENT BUSINESS:  
 
None. 
 
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC  
 
Members are invited to consider passing the following resolution: 
 
“That under section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the 
meeting during consideration of Items DMC 2019-030-(P) of the Agenda as they involve the likely 
disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part I of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Act”. 

 
Proposed by Cllr J Morrison-Bell and seconded by Ms P Ross, the Members voted unanimously 
and 

 
RESOLVED to move into Part II of the meeting. 
 
 
 
 


