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       Its a steady climb up to the trig point
on the top of Winshield Crags, the highest
point on Hadrian’s Wall at 1,132 ft / 345m. 
For a longer walk continue on to D
OR retrace your steps back to your start
point.

       Follow the path as it goes up and down
alongside Hadrian’s Wall. Head down the
stone steps to the minor road at Caw Gap.

       Cross the road, go through the kissing
gate and follow the path signed ‘National
Trails /Cawfields Quarry’. Continue along-
side the Wall, up and down to Turret 41a,
Thorny Doors, Cawfields Crags and then
Milecastle 42. Milecastles were small forts 
built every Roman mile along Hadrian’s 
Wall.
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Route:

Grade: Moderate

Distance: 6 miles / 9.6 km

Time: 3 hours - 3 hours 30 mins

Map: OS OL43 Explorer 1:25000  
Hadrian’s Wall

Start & Parking: Steel Rigg Car Park or
The Sill: National Landscape Discovery Centre
Please note that car parking charges
apply at both sites

Terrain: Footpaths, road, stiles, gates, 
stone steps, and short but steep slopes

Description: A walk along some of the best
preserved sections of Hadrian’s Wall, the
path does goes up and down quite a bit, 
stunning views along the way

Toilets: The Sill and Cawfields Car Park

Local Services: Haltwhistle & Bardon Mill

Please keep dogs on a lead, livestock
(sheep and cattle) graze the fields 
along Hadrian’s Wall

Winshield Crags & Cawfields, Hadrian’s Wall
From The Sill or Steel Rigg Car Park 

       STARTING FROM OUTSIDE THE SILL.
Facing the main entrance follow the path
around the right hand side of the building 
to the wicket gate by the main road. Cross 
the road into the small woodland, and turn
left up the footpath that runs alongside the
road heading uphill.
      
       Take the footpath through the kissing
gate on the left, signed ‘National Trails/
Caw Gap’. Follow the grassy path straight 
on, Hadrian’s Wall is on your right.

       STARTING FROM STEEL RIGG CAR
PARK. Turn left along the road and take 
the footpath through the kissing gate, on 
the right signed ‘National Trails /Caw Gap’.
Follow the grassy path straight on to C.

       A short there and back detour up the
crag ahead gives great views over Cawfields
lake, which was a Whinstone quarry for road-
stone from 1902 until 1952, long before
Hadrian’s Wall was given World Heritage
Site status! 

       From Milecastle 42 take the path
through the gate and head down to
Cawfields where there are toilets and 
a picnic area by the lake. After visiting
retrace your steps back up to Milecastle 42.

From Milecastle 42 return the way 
you came, back to your start point.

NOTE: The Hadrian’s Wall Bus AD122
stops at the Milecastle Inn and The Sill
(Summer only).
www.gonortheast.co.uk/timesfares/ad122
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Directions to the walk start point
From Newcastle: Follow the A69 west, just
after Hexham take the A6079 (Acomb).
Turn left onto the B6318 (Military Road) for
approx 12 miles, to The Sill: National
Landscape Discovery Centre. Turn right 
up to Steel Rigg Car Park which is on the
right.

From Carlisle: Follow the A69 east for
approx 18 miles. Turn left onto the B6318
(Military Road) at Greenhead. After approx
5 miles at The Sill: National Landscape
Discovery Centre turn left up to Steel Rigg
Car Park, which is on the right.

Public Transport 
T: 0871 2002233   
www.traveline.org.uk

Hadrian’s Wall Bus AD122 - Summer only.
www.gonortheast.co.uk/timesfares/ad122
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A little bit of history 
The Emperor Hadrian gave orders for the
Wall to be built in AD122, as part of a
grand design to fix the frontiers of the
Roman Empire. It is 73 miles (117 km)
long, or 80 Roman miles, and took
about six years to build!

The Vallum runs parallel to the south side
of Hadrian’s Wall, and is a flat-bottomed
ditch (in some places a double ditch) with
a mound either side. Originally it could
only be crossed at a Roman Fort.

The Military Road (B6318) was built after
the Jacobite Rebellion of 1745, when the
poor condition of the roads between
Newcastle and Carlisle prevented General
George Wade moving his troops to stop
Bonnie Prince Charlie’s march south from
Scotland. A new road was built and has
been known ever since as the Military
Road.

Wildlife to look out for
This area is dominated by the dramatic
whin sill ridge along which Hadrian’s
Wall is built. This rock was here 295
million years before the Romans! 

Rare whin grassland plants such as thyme,
wild chive, biting stonecrop, rockrose 
and mountain pansy grow on this hard
rock along Hadrian’s Wall.

Birds such as snipe, curlew and skylark
can be seen over the moorland, whilst
kestrel regularly fly above the crags on
Hadrian’s Wall.

Pipistrelle and other bats use the local
farmhouses and barns as roosts. Look
out for them flying around The Sill at
dusk.

Winshield Crags 
& Cawfields Walk

Elsdon Tower (pele) - a private house, no public access

Photos ©: David Taylor, Laurie Campbell, NNPA.

CurlewThe Sill, National Landscape Discovery Centre

Caw Gap, Hadrian’s Wall Cawfields

Local facilities
Drop in to The Sill: National Landscape
Discovery Centre for information on 
what to do and where to go. Explore our 
interactive exhibition explaining how land-
scapes have changed over thousands of
years. Relax in the café and savour the
local food, and visit the whin grassland
rooftop for a view of Hadrian’s Wall. The
YHA next door offers high spec hostel
accommodation perfect for exploring
Hadrian's Wall World Heritage site.

The Milecastle Inn near Cawfields offers
a range of refreshments, and The Twice
Brewed Inn near The Sill has it’s own
micro-brewery.

Bardon Mill, 4 miles south has a village
shop and cafe, a pub, pottery and petrol. 
The small town of Haltwhistle, 4 miles
west has cafés, hotels, supermarkets,
petrol, and train station. In the summer 
it has an open air swimming pool too!

Biting stonecrop
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