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Minutes of JLAF Meeting held on 
 

Thursday 17 October 2019 1745 - 2045 
 

Bellview Centre, 33 West Street, Belford, NE70 7QB 
Attendance: 
Afternoon:  Alex MacLennan, Ian Glendinning, Moray Allan, Nick Rossiter, Sarah Radcliffe, Susan 

Rogers, Ted Liddle, Philip Cotton, Liz Bray, Rob Turner, Vic Brown. 
Others: Neil Allender (Ramblers and JLAF Observer member), Phil Bradley (NCC), Ian Robson 

(Northumberland Coast AONB), Jim Milner (Natural England) 
Apologies: Mike Bell (NPA), Violet Rook, Catherine Seymour (NCC), Steve Blake, Amanda Earnshaw 
 
Evening:  Alex MacLennan, Ian Glendinning, Moray Allan, Nick Rossiter, Sarah Radcliffe, Susan 

Rogers, Ted Liddle, Philip Cotton, Liz Bray, Rob Turner, Vic Brown. 
Others: Neil Allender (Ramblers and JLAF Observer member), Jim Milner (Natural England  
Apologies: Mike Bell, Violet Rook, Catherine Seymour, Steve Blake, Amanda Earnshaw 
 
Officers: Pete Trumper (Northumberland National Park), Lorna Lazzari (Northumberland National 

Park), Marion Hume (Northumberland National Park),  Mike Jeffrey (Northumberland 
County Council) 

 
1 Welcome and Apologies 

  
  Alex MacLennan (Vice Chairman) stood in for Amanda Earnshaw, welcomed everyone to the 

meeting and noted apologies from Mike Bell, Catherine Seymour, Steve Blake, Amanda 
Earnshaw and Violet Rook.  Members were reminded that as they received notification well in 
advance of the four JLAF full meeting dates per year, they should try to attend as many meetings 
as possible, particularly when external speakers and / or visits had been organised.  

 
2  Questions from members of the public: none received for this meeting  

 
3  Declarations of Interest: Sarah Radcliffe declared an interest in ‘Forestry Consultations’.    

 
4 Minutes of JLAF Meeting held on 18 July 2019: The Minutes were accepted as a true record 

(noting Lisa Wardlaw’s name should be spelt Wardlow) and were signed by Alex MacLennan on 
behalf of the Chairman.  

 
5 Matters arising  

 
a) Wallington rails and trails:  

 
increasing access and bringing railway heritage back to life at Wallington (April 2019): Ted 
Liddle said that a response on behalf of the JLAF had now been prepared and would be sent 
the National Trust. In essence the JLAF have requested that the National Trust consider its 
recommendation to open both arms of the disused railway track (DRT) on their land for shared 
use access as 1Greenways available for shared use including walkers, cyclists and horse 

                                                 
1
 A greenway is a trail (sometimes a wildlife corridor) found in both urban and rural settings that is frequently 

created out of a disused railway, canal towpath, utility or similar right of way, or derelict industrial land. Rail 
track trails are common forms of greenway, and they also resemble linear parks. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildlife_corridor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Towpath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utility_company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_of_way_(transportation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rail_trails
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rail_trails
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linear_park
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riders. The National Trust has around six kilometres of DRT including a section of the Wannie 
Line and the JLAF feel opening the circa six km on two arms across the Wallington Estate 
would be beneficial as it would relatively easily provide more access at Wallington using an 
existing asset to build on the success of the Dragon Cycle Trail; would provide better access 
between bridleways and quiet minor roads for users; and would provide a major contribution 
towards the aim of creating three extended cross country Greenways with Wallington at their 
heart.  
 

b) Aln Valley Greenway:  
 

c) Ted Liddle updated on progress with this following the JLAF visit in July 2018 when members 
visited the Aln Valley Railway, the shared use path adjacent to the railway, the Cumledge 
Viaduct and the shared use path at Alnmouth to Warkworth. One of the aims of the Aln Valley 
Railway Trust is to provide a safe greenway alongside the railway line for walkers and cyclists 
so they can get safely between Alnwick and Alnmouth.  
 

d) The Great North Trail:  

 
Ted Liddle updated members on the Great North Trail, a long-distance off-road trail from the 
Peak District to Cape Wrath or John o’ Groats. He said the route as a whole is designed to be 
an adventure mountain biking route, and is mainly on unsurfaced trails. However, the nature of 
the terrain varies in different areas - there are many rugged upland trails across exposed 
moorland, suitable for more experienced mountain bikers, but also shorter sections of canal 
path and disused railway.  

e) Gotracks:  

Ted Liddle introduced this new initiative which the JLAF were unaware of. Alex MacLennan 
added that this new initiative (to re-open unused DRT’s) is a Morpeth based newly formed 
charity aiming to open the Wannie Line and Border Counties line for walking and cycling – no 
mention of horse riding.  Phase 1 is Morpeth to Wallington and phase 2 is from there to 
Rothbury 

f) Parish work: Alex MacLennan advised member she was meeting Lynn Turner to discuss joint 
issues outside Bellingham relating to the disused railway track at Hesleyside and will update 
members on the discussion at the next meeting.  

6 Afternoon session  
 

The purpose of the site visit was to look at issues around the England Coast Path at Budle Bay 
and was led by Iain Robson, Access and Natural Environment Officer, Northumberland Coast 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), joined by Jim Milner, Natural England and Phil 
Bradley, Northumberland County Council (NCC).  
 
Members visited Warren Mill and Budle Bay to look at the new viewing platform and route of 
England Coast Path and discuss how the Northumberland Coast AONB communicates the 
seasonal routes choices to walkers noting seasonal diversion at Budle Bay which was only open 
July and August. Members then moved to Monk's House / Shoreston, Seahouses to look at 
routes of England Coast Path and existing promoted routes and discuss whether the promoted 
route of the Northumberland Coast Path/ St. Oswald's Way should automatically snap to the 
route of the England Coast Path.  
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During the visit members considered two questions: 
 
Question 1: How can England Coast Path communicate seasonal route choices to users? 

 
The general consensus after walking along sand dunes were a corridor with information at each 
end to guide people safely through the sand dunes but still allowing a sense of adventure, with  
alternatives e.g. walk along the beach if the tide is well out and it is safe to do so. Also, to 
manage seasonal variations of routes and how to advise people they can’t access certain areas 
without lots of signs and using positive language – Joint Local Access Forum members suggest 
an all-year-round sign saying when you can use the route rather than when you can’t use the 
route (seasonal diversion at Budle Bay – only accessible July and August) avoiding a ‘forest of 
signs’. ‘A ‘balancing message’ – balancing access and nature conservation; appropriate signage; 
the wider public communication channels 
 
Question 2: Discuss whether the promoted route of the Northumberland Coast Path / St Oswald’s 
Way should automatically snap to the route of the England Coast Path. 

 
General consensus was that both remain as is and the Joint Local Access Forum members did 
not currently see them ‘snapping’ to the England Coast Path.  

 
7 JLAF Activity & Communication Plan 2019 – 2020 (revised July 2019) 

 
All members were reminded of the requirement to keep this updated on a regular basis by 
sending in updates to the JLAF Secretary.  

 
8 JLAF Activity Plan Objective 1: to deliver physical improvements to the access network through 

advocacy and partnership working 
 

a) NCC Update 
 
Mike Jeffrey tabled the County Council’s report and he highlighted:  
 

 the new Smoutel Ford was now complete (bar signage) over the River Rede with adjacent 
stepping stones; 

 the Dilston footbridge was currently under construction; 

 National Trails: continue to lobby for core funding at current level, there were ongoing 
discussions about a national group to represent National Trails; and noting the positive 
comments about National Trails in the Glover Landscape Review report (download link to 
the Glover report here.) 

 England Coast Path: Jim Milner (England Coast Path Senior Adviser Natural England) 
provided an update on routes in the North East of England, particularly those with no 
objections, advised the RDPE funding bid had been submitted and said the Bamburgh to 

the Border report is due to be published in November.    
 

b) National Park update 
 
The report was taken as read. Lorna Lazzari explained further about the National Trails bid for 
funding including match funding and the encouraging comments in the Glover Review on 
National Trails. Mrs Lazzari reported that the e-bike tours were doing well and discussions 
were underway on the next steps and a member suggested that the JLAF could look at e-

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833726/landscapes-review-final-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833726/landscapes-review-final-report.pdf
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bikes at their April 2020 meeting in Kielder. Mrs Lazzari spoke about the development work at 
Walltown which was now open for business, the toilet facilities at Cawfields were being 
refurbished and the carbon capture project in the Cheviots. 
 
Sue Rogers mentioned the Cheviot Memorial site (download link to Cheviot Memorial Site 
here) and an approach made to the National Park regarding the possibility of organising walks 
to this memorial area. Mrs Lazzari was unaware of this and said she would liaise with Chris 
Jones, National Park Archaeologist in this regard. 
 

c) Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) updates 
 

 Northumberland Coast AONB: Vic Brown said the report from the meeting on 16 October 
would be sent round along with an update from the new Management Plan consultation. 
 

 North Pennines AONB: Ted Liddle said the reports summarised the main access-related 
issues from the Pennine National Trails Northern Working Group and the Access & 
Recreation Working Group meetings held on 7 June. 

 
d) Updates from other partner organisations and/or meetings 

 

 The Great North Trail:  

Ted Liddle explained this was an 800-mile trail linking the Pennine Bridleway with the 
northern tips of mainland Scotland with plans to extend the Pennine Bridleway into Scotland 
which were proposed in 1999. Cycling UK decided to take on the challenge and develop an 
alternative route which will continue to evolve to bring opportunities for adventures by bike 
within reach of everyone. Jim Milner spoke about ‘gravel’ bikes and the upsurge in gravel 
bike routes. 

 Our Way – Walking and Cycling in Northumberland’:  

Alex MacLennan updated members on this Northumberland County Council vision 
(September 2019), advised he sat on the Board and would send through a link to the draft 
prospectus which sets out Northumberland’s ambition to encourage more people of all ages 
and circumstances to walk and cycle more often, to help the economy, create jobs, improve 
health and wellbeing promote social inclusion and improve the environment.  

JLAF members were disappointed they had not been made aware of this prospectus or 
asked to comment and the JLAF Secretary was asked to contact Cllr C Homer, Chair of the 
Board on their behalf, in this regard.  

e) Community involvement 
 

o Members were keen that five topics/actions were identified as a starter for increased 
community involvement and the following were suggested: Glendale area, south of Wooler; 
Alnwick area; Aln Valley Greenway; Chipchase Estate; and Ray Estate (section of disused 
railway track) that is permissive and has potential access opportunities. 

 
o A Community Action working group (Ted Liddle, Alex MacLennan and Phillip Cotton) was 

appointed to work up evidence to support these actions and write to relevant parishes.   
 

https://www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/places-to-visit/the-cheviots/the-cheviot-memorial/
https://www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/places-to-visit/the-cheviots/the-cheviot-memorial/
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o Liz Bray was nominated as the area Local Access Forum (LAF) representative on the 
Executive of the North East of England Nature Partnership and Ted Liddle agreed to attend 
meeting of Community Action Northumberland (CAN).  

 
9 JLAF Activity Plan: Objective 2: to offer provision of advice and information on issues relating 

to access to the countryside 
 

a) Items for discussion  
 

i. Problems Facing horse-riders:  
 

Sue Rogers’ report was noted and she demonstrated the difficulties horse riders found when 
opening some types of gates and the elements of danger present. She also spoke about the 
dangers horse riders faced when out on the road and members noted a new sign being used 
by Northumberland County Council alerting road users to horses on the road. Pete Trumper 
tabled a report ‘Update on Improvements to Bridleways’ and explained what the National Park 
was doing with regard to improving e.g. gate catches and specific routes.  
 
A suggestion was made that if there were county-wide resource issues then perhaps a few 
key gates could be targeted in the first instance and could volunteers help by reporting issues 
to bot the County Council and National Park on a regular basis as they came across them.  
 

It was agreed to keep this topic on the agenda for the new few meetings and that an 
Equestrian Working Group was agreed of Sue Rogers, Sarah Radcliffe, Liz Bray and Pete 
Trumper. A further update will be provided at the next meeting.   
 

ii. The Glover Landscape Review: Members noted Ted Liddle’s summary of mainly access-
related points from the final report (September 2019) mainly from Points 7, 10, 12, 15 and 16 
which considers expanding open access rights in national landscapes. It was agreed to keep 
this topic on future agendas and see what happens with current or future government appetite 
for the content of the report.  
 

iii.  Climate Change: Ian Glendinning’s draft report ‘Climate Change and the impact on Access’ 
was noted. Mr Glendinning said that rising sea levels had been omitted from his report as 
currently they were on par but this was no reflection on the future bearing in mind tidal surges, 
ice melt and coastal erosion; members also noted the England Coast Path 2rollback.  
 
Mr Glendinning suggested it would be useful to know what other similar organisations’ climate 
change strategies were and what they were doing, especially re access, this information taken 
into account and proposed a more cohesive approach and reporting-back system. In this 
regards Mr Gelndinning said he would try and investigate other Climate Change strategies,  
 
It was agreed the January 2020 meeting would focus on Climate Change. Robert Mayhew and 
Duncan Wise from the National Park Authority would be invited to attend the afternoon 
session. Members noted the County Council’s Climate Change emergency and an update on 
that would be useful at this session.  
 

                                                 
2
 England Coast Path rollback: Previously if a coastal path fell into the sea due to coastal erosion it was lost. Now if a 

section of coast erodes or slips the path isn't lost, it simply moves (rolls) back with the new coastline. 
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iv.  Anti-social behaviour issues: members were keen to see progress with message about anti-
social behaviour issues e.g. dog mess and litter and were keen that messages sent out were 
positive and helpful ones – the New Forest leaflet ‘Enjoying the New Forest with your Dog’ 
was cited as a good example (see link to Enjoying the New Forest with your dog). Alex 
MacLennan agreed to consider this, particularly around dogs to tie in with the Influencing Dog 
Owner behaviours’ Position Statement.  

 
v. Rothbury Riverside Path: Ted Liddle updated members on this matter which was noted by 

members and the County Council.  
 

b)  Consultations: Sarah Radcliffe agreed to prepare a pro-forma for returning JLAF forestry 
consultation comments. Members were reminded of the need to send in comments on time so 
that the Chairman could pull together the response to be sent to meet the deadline. It was 
noted the response for Shiel Dyke was due on 21 October.  
 

c) Position Statements: it was agreed to carry forward this item to the next meeting when the 
new Position Statements would be sign-off for publication and further consideration given to 
updating as required, the current position statements. Members were keen to agree on an 
alternative name to ‘position statements’  

 
10 Items to be considered for inclusion in JLAF Activity & Comms : carried to next meeting.  

 
11 Working Groups 

 
It was agreed that in future rather than members being allocated to Working Group One or Two 
there would be more topic-specific working groups. These are the current working groups and all 
JLAF members should be a member of at least one working group (numbers are indicative only).  
 
Working groups meet between meetings as required. Members are welcome to join other working 
group meetings if the topic being discussed is of interest or if they have relevant experience and 
knowledge to inform discussions and actions. 
 
a) The Sill Working Group (4): Nick Rossiter, Moray Allan, Ted Liddle, Violet Rook 
b) Volunteering Working Group (4): Liz Bray, Sue Rogers, Alex MacLennan, Nick Rossiter   
c) Communications Working Group (3): Chairman and the two vice chairmen 
d) Community Action Working Group (3): Alex MacLennan, Ted Liddle, Phillip Cotton 
e) Climate Change Working Group (3): Iain Glendinning, Liz Bray, Rob Turner 

f) Equestrian Working Group (4): Sue Rogers, Sarah Radcliffe, Liz Bray, Pete Trumper.  
 

12 Items for information only 
 

13 Any other business:  Members were reminded of dates of 2020 meetings: 30 January 2020    
(Hexham); 23 April 2020 (venue tbc); 15 July (venue tbc); and 15 October (venue tbc). 

 
The meeting ended at 2045. 

   

https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/app/uploads/2018/01/Enjoy-the-NF-with-your-dog.pdf

