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REPORT 8: EXTENSION OF INDEPENDENT PERSON  

1. Purpose of Report 

 
This report recommends the extension of the appointment of Jayne Phillips as 
Independent Person for the Authority up to 1st January 2021.  

 

2. Recommendations  

 
The Authority is recommended to: extend the appointment of Jayne Phillips as 
Independent Person for the Authority up to 1st January 2021. 

 

3. Implications 

 

a. Financial 
There are no financial implications of the report. The £318 annual allowance in 
relation to the Independent Member role is allowed for in the Medium Term Budget 

Plan. 
 

b. Equalities 
The term being extended results in a delayed opportunity for all interested parties 
however there are no direct equality implications. 

 

c. Link to Business Plan 
The independent member helps assure adherence to the member’s standards and in 
doing so contributes to good governance. This supports the delivery of the ‘Excellent 
organisation’ objective of the Business Plan. 

 

4. Background 
 

4.1  In order to comply with the Localism Act 2011, the Authority must appoint at 
least one Independent Person to assist the Authority in promoting and 
maintaining high standards of conduct among its Members. 

 
4.2  An Independent Person must be consulted on a decision to investigate a 

complaint and before a decision is made on a complaint made against a 
member of the Authority. An Independent Person may also be consulted on 
other Code of Conduct issues, including by the member who is the subject of a 
complaint. 

 
4.3  Northumberland National Park Authority’s Scheme of Delegation states ‘the 

Authority must have an “independent person”, who is neither a member nor co-
opted member of the Authority, will be appointed to provide advice to both the 
Standards and Appeals Committee and Monitoring Officer. The tenure of this 
appointment will be three years.’  

 
4.4  The job advert provided for the Independent Person by the Authority stated the 

Independent Person would serve for a minimum of three years.  
 

4.5  Jayne Phillips was appointed as the Independent Person for the Authority from 
1

st
 January 2017 for a minimum period of three years. 

 
4.6  At the time of the expiry of her first three year term the Independent Person was 

advising the Monitoring Officer on a member complaint. We wish to extend the 
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period of service of the Independent Person until January 2021 to allow for the 
completion of this complaint which had already started. This will provide 
continuity for the Authority and ensure that existing knowledge is not lost. 

 
4.7  The Localism Act does not state a maximum term of service for an Independent 

Person and so such an extension is allowable. 

 

5. Proposal 

 
That Jayne Phillips’ position as Independent Person is extended for a period of 12 
months until January 2021. This will allow for the current open complaint to be closed 
and the appointment procedure for a replacement Independent Person to begin in order 
to allow for the appointment to take place at the end of the year.    

 

6. Conclusions 
 

Members are asked to agree the recommendation to extend the appointment of Jayne 
Phillips as Independent Person in order to complete the current complaint and allow the 
appointment of the next Independent Person as detailed in this report.  

 

 

Contact Officer:  Rosie Thomas  

Telephone: 01434 611543                             e-mail:rosie.thomas@nnpa.org.uk 

Background papers: None 


