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MINUTES OF THE  

  

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING   

  

Wednesday 22nd January, 2020 09:45 – 10:05  

  

Northumberland National Park Authority Headquarters, Eastburn, Hexham, NE46 1BS  

  

In the Chair:   Cllr J Riddle, Development Management Committee Deputy Chairman  

  

Present:   Ms J Davidson, Cllr V Gibson, Cllr J Morrison-Bell, Mr C Mullin, Ms P Ross and Cllr J 

Wilson  

  Cllr A Murray joined the meeting at 09:57 but did not take part in item DMC 2020-

003.  

  

In attendance:  Mrs S Buylla (Interim Head of Planning); Mr C Godfrey (Planning Officer); Ms R 

Dixon (Legal Advisor) and Ms Pauline Wall (Director of Park Management).  

     

PART ONE  

  

Welcome and Apologies for Absence  

  

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr S Bolam.  

  

DMC2020-001   Declarations of Interest:   

Cllr S Bolam had submitted a Declaration of Interest ahead of the meeting.  

      

DMC2020-002   Minutes of Previous Meeting: 15th May, 2019  

  

It was proposed that the Minutes of 15th May, 2019 Development Management Committee meeting 

be approved and signed by the Development Management Committee Chairman.  

  

Proposed by Ms P Ross and seconded by Mr C Mullin.  

  

The Members who had attended the previous meeting voted to approve the minutes of the meeting 

held on 15th May, 2019 and there being no further issues Members  

  

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Development Management Committee meeting held on 

15th May, 2019 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Development 

Management Committee Deputy Chairman.  

  

   

DMC2020-003  APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION  

19NP0093  

  

Proposed construction of a detached dwelling of The Former Cricket 

Ground, Harbottle  NE65 7DQ  

Planning Officer’s Report  

Mr C Godfrey, Planning Officer, provided a detailed overview to his report supported by 

photographs that showed the position of the proposal, neighbouring woodland and boundaries, the 

proposed access and views from all aspects.  The Planning Officer’s presentation included floor 

plans, proposed elevations and 3D imagery submitted by the applicant.  
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The Planning Officer explained that one objection had been received from a neighbouring property 

relating to the height and scale of the proposal and potential noise from the pumping station.  

  

In summary, the Planning Officer stated that there had been no objections from statutory 

consultees; objection / concerns from public have been addressed through changes to scheme / 

additional information; the principle of development acceptable (Policies 5, 6, 9 & 10); there was no 

harm to National Park Special Qualities and the proposal was in accord with all other relevant 

policies.  

  

The Planning Officer recommends Members grant conditional approval subject to completion of 

Section 106 Legal Agreement.  

  

Questions of Fact  

A member asked if the Parish Council had responded, the Interim Head of Planning replied that 

they had not but this could be a quorum issue.  

  

The timing of the new Local Plan and S106 legislation was queried by a member.  The Legal 

Advisor confirmed that the application had to be determined on the basis of existing policy and 

currently this means that the Local Needs restriction should be imposed by a S106 agreement.  

However she also confirmed that a legal agreement can be varied at any time with agreement from  

the local planning authority and that in the event that the Local Plan is adopted, the S106 

agreement could be varied to replace the Local Needs with a Principal Residence restriction.    

  

A member questioned the ownership of the proposed site and its use as a cricket field.  The 

Planning Officer replied that the proposed site is owned by a member of the applicant’s family, and 

that the use as a cricket field was historic rather than current.    

  

Members queried the trees on the boundary line that the neighbouring property had noted would 

be at risk and felled.   The Planning Officer explained some of the detail of the ‘Arboricultural  

Impact Assessment’ submitted in support of the application and the recommendations of the 

Landscape and Forestry Officer for a native broadleaf hedge to be planted as well as a minimum of 

five replacement trees planted on the site.    

  

The occupier of the neighbouring property had expressed their concerns about being overlooked 

from the proposed dwelling.  The Planning Officer commented that when informed of this concern, 

the applicant had resolved the issue by revising their plans to include the use of obscured glazing 

in windows to the west elevation of the proposal.  

  

Debate  

Members discussed the merits of the application stating that it was a very good design and a 

sustainable scheme.  Continuing that it was a welcomed, different design using different materials 

that took consideration of climate change and renewable energy.  

  

Members also thanked the Planning Officer for a clear report that made mention of the new Local 

Plan that was being devised.  

  

The Legal Advisor confirmed that any S106 agreement was binding in perpetuity unless it was 

varied.  

  

Proposal of, and vote on, the Motion  

Cllr J Morrison-Bell proposed the motion that was seconded by Cllr J Wilson.  The Members voted 

unanimously and   
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RESOLVED to grant conditional permission subject to the conditions stated in the Planning  

Officer’s report and also subject to the applicant entering into a legal agreement to ensure 

that occupation of the dwelling is restricted to people demonstrating a ‘local housing need’ 

in perpetuity.  

  

  

DMC 2020-004    URGENT BUSINESS:   

  

None.  
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