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MINUTES OF THE 

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday 13th April, 2022 10:00 – 10:40am  

 Northumberland National Park Authority Headquarters, Hexham  

 In the Chair:  Cllr J Morrison-Bell, Development Management Committee Chairman  

 Present:             Ms M Fallon, Cllr Val Gibson, Cllr L Glen-Davison, Mr C Mullin, Cllr J Riddle and                   
Cllr A Sharp.  

In attendance:  Mrs S Buylla (Head of Planning & Policy); Mr C Godfrey (Planning Officer) and             
Mr T Sunter (Legal Advisor). 

 PART ONE  

 DMC01-2022  Welcome and Apologies for Absence  

 The Chairman welcomed Members, Officers and members to the meeting.   

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr S Bolam.  It was noted that there continues to be a 
vacant position on this Committee. 

DMC002-2022  Declarations of Interest:   

Cllr S Bolam had submitted a form prior to the meeting declaring a personal interest and that she is 
related to the applicant. 

 DMC003-2022  Minutes of Previous Meeting: Wednesday 28th July 2021 

 It was proposed that the Minutes of Wednesday 28th July  2021  Development Management 
Committee meeting be approved and signed by the Development Management Committee 
Chairman.  

 Proposed by Cllr A Sharp and seconded by Ms M Fallon.  

The Members who had attended the previous meeting voted to approve the minutes of the meeting 
held on Wednesday 28th July 2021 and there being no further issues Members  

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Development Management Committee meeting held on 28th 
July 2021 be approved as a correct record and will be signed by the Development Management 
Committee Chairman.  

 DMC04-2022  DETERMINATION OF APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION   

22NP0014 Proposal for a new 3 /4 bedroom principal residence at the Former Cricket 
Ground, Harbottle, Morpeth, Northumberland NE65 1DQ. 

 The applicant is related to a National Park Member 

 Planning Officer’s Report  
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Mr C Godfrey, Planning Officer, informed members that a similar scheme was approved in 2020         
and that this application meets the criteria for a principal residence in accordance with 
Northumberland National Park Authority’s Local Plan (adopted in July 2020). 

The Planning Officer provided a detailed overview of his report supported by location maps, 
photographs from a variety of aspects, aerial views demonstrating site access and boundaries, as 
well as proposed building plans.   

There is existing screening by mature planting. 

It was reported that Northumberland County Council Highways team have reviewed their objection, 
and following further information submitted by  the applicant they are happy that their concerns 
have been satisfactorily addressed.  

Public Speaking  

None. 

Questions of Fact  

Members asked: 

• If the village were concerned to lose their cricket ground, the Planning Officer replied that 
the area had been grazed land and not recently been used as a cricket field for some time.  
Mrs S Buylla, Head of Planning and Policy informed members that a site notice had been 
posted and that no residents had commented on the loss of the cricket ground amenity. 

• Could the tree planting scheme be specific?  The Planning Officer replied that the Head of 
Conservation and Management was content with the tree planting proposal. 

• What are fibre cement planks (paragraphs 1.4 and 1.5 of the Planning Officer’s report).  The 
Planning Officer replied that the that the proposal was a modern design and that Condition 4 
states that samples of materials must be submitted for approval by the Local Planning 
Authority. 

• Does the applicant own the whole field?  The Planning Officer referred members to Figure 1: 
site location showing the proposed development marked in red and the land owned by the 
applicant marked in blue. 

Mr T Sunter, Legal Advisor, reminded members that they could only consider  the application before 
them today. 

• If the Planning Officer is satisfied that the application is within the curtilage of Harbottle.  
The Planning Officer confirmed it was, and consistent with the previous approval on site. The 
Head of Planning and Policy confirmed  that any future applications would be viewed on a 
case by case basis, this application does not set a precedent. 

• What are the differences between the proposed development and the previous application?  
The Planning Officer replied that  the occupation was restricted by a local needs legal 
agreement on the previous application that was submitted before the new Local Plan came 
into effect. There are also other design changes proposed.  

• Further details were requested on the metal cladding, planks and materials that were stated 
in the application and were raising concerns on their suitability for a development within the 
National Park. 

Debate  
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A member raised their concerns on the suitability of the construction materials and that he could 
not vote on the proposal.  They continued that the Planning Officer had provided a well written and 
detailed report but that they were unable to visualise the development in the landscape. 

The Head of Planning and Policy requested a short deferral of the meeting to provide details within 
the Design Statement. 

Meeting deferred from 10:22 – 10:30. 

The Head of Planning and Policy and Planning Officer provided detail from the applicants Design 
Statement and also showed members pictures of the type of fibre cement cladding with a wooden 
appearance that was proposed for the upper elevation and explained the sheet metal  would break 
up the features of the development. 

The members were not in principle against the development but do need reassurance about the 
materials to be used in the construction. 

The Legal Advisor asked if members were content with the details of Condition 4, the Head of 
Planning and Policy replied that the condition is sufficient to allay members concerns. However she 
also offered to write to the applicant to explain member’s concerns and to have early engagement 
with officers when discharging the materials condition. Officers would take members concerns into 
account when looking to discharge the condition.  

Proposal of, and vote on, the Motion  

Cllr J Riddle proposed the motion, that was seconded by Ms M Fallon.  Members voted unanimously 
and  

RESOLVED to follow Planning Officer’s recommendation to grant planning permission with 
conditions listed in the Planning Officer’s report. 

DMC005-2022  URGENT BUSINESS 

Cllr A Sharp asked for a non-urgent update on enforcement issues.  The Head of Planning and Policy 
will provide a report to members at a subsequent meeting. 

 The meeting closed at 10:40 

 

Signed: ………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Date: …………………………………………………………………….. 
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	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr S Bolam.  It was noted that there continues to be a vacant position on this Committee.

