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DMC15-2022   APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 

Application No:  22NP0039 

Proposed Development Installation of a temporary artwork celebrating Hadrian’s Wall 1900 
Festival comprising a series of copper windchimes on a steel frame 
at Walltown Quarry, Northumberland National Park Visitor Centre, 
Greenhead, Northumberland, CA8 7JD 

Applicant Name  Mr Nicholas Kirk 

Reason for DMC Decision Development on Authority owned land where one or more written 
objections have been received. 

Recommendation  Grant planning permission subject to relevant conditions. 

1. Introduction 

1.1 An application for planning permission has been made for the erection of a temporary art 
installation of 1,900 copper chimes on a steel frame at Walltown Country Park. The 
installation would be located near the historic course of Hadrian’s Wall and would 
complement the Hadrian’s Wall 1900 Festival, a year-long festival throughout 2022 to 
commemorate the 1900 year anniversary of the first construction of the wall. Figure 1 
(below) shows the location of the site in relation to the access within the country park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 1 Location plan showing the site in relation to the car park to the 
south west and the footpath for access 
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1.2 The installation would be located adjacent to a footpath in the country park that is 
considered accessible. The artwork would be named ‘Apertura’, erected on high ground 
and would be visible from public vantage points within the country park including the 
Pennine Way and Hadrian’s Wall footpath (public right of way 2286). The applicant’s 
design and access statement says that the site was chosen due to its accessibility, to draw 
attention to a missing section of the wall and to take advantage of views and nature.  

1.3 Figure 2 (below) shows a proposed front and side elevation. The artwork would be 
attached to stone gabions and steel bearing plates. The installation would measure 
approximately 5 metres in height and 15 metres at its widest point. Copper wind chimes 
would be suspended from the steel structure. No excavation is required to undertake the 
works. 

 
Figure 2 'Apertura' front and side elevation 

1.4 The artwork proposed would be temporary to complement events of the 1900 Festival. 
The artwork would be exhibited on site between late August and early September 2022. 

1.5 The country park was formerly a working quarry before its conversion in 1976 and is 
authority owned and maintained, benefitting from a visitor centre with toilets and a 
Changing Places facility, car parking for vehicles and accessible footpaths. The country 
park’s car park is accessed by vehicles from an unclassified road. Walltown Country Park is 
known for its wildlife and dark night skies within the International Dark Sky Park. The 
country park is a Northumberland Wildlife Trust local site. 

1.6 The application site is located within the setting of Hadrian’s Wall Unesco World Heritage 
Site and in proximity to a public right of way forming the Pennine Way and Hadrian’s Wall 
national trails. Figure 3 (below) provides a view from the north of the site looking south 
west. 
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Figure 3 View of the site area looking south west 

1.7 Figure 4 (below) provides a view of the site from the Pennine Way national trail with 
Walltown Crags in the background. 

Figure 4 View of the site area looking north east from Pennine Way 

 
 

2. Planning Policy & Guidance  

2.1 National Policies 

• National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2021) and Planning Practice Guidance  

2.2 Local Policies 



  Development Management Committee 
Application 22NP0039 

 
Tuesday 12 July 2022  Report DMC 22NP0039: Page 4 of 15 
 

Northumberland National Park Local Plan 

Policy ST1      Sustainable Development  

Policy ST2      General Development Principles  

Policy ST4      Spatial Strategy  

Policy DM7     Rural Economy and Diversification  

Policy DM9     Transport and Accessibility  

Policy DM10   Habitats, Biodiversity and Geodiversity  

Policy DM11   Landscape, Tranquillity and Dark Night Skies  

Policy DM14   Historic Landscape Assets and Built Heritage  

Policy DM15   Archaeological Heritage  

2.3 Supplementary Planning Guidance 

• NNPA Landscape Supplementary Planning Document (Landscape SPD) 

3. Relevant Planning History 

3.1  14NP0080 – Alterations to existing visitor facilities to provide an improved visitor centre 
with a cafe area and outside seating, improved toilet facilities and a Tourist Information 
Centre granted planning permission November 2018. 

3.2 15NP0009 – The erection of a timber framed and clad rangers' store and a new borehole to 
be sunk west of the existing visitor centre granted planning permission March 2015. 

3.3 18NP0065 – Alterations to existing visitor centre granted planning permission September 
2018. 

3.4 18NP0124 – Construction of modular building with an external retractable porch canopy 
and two dark sky viewing platforms with associated access footpaths and works granted 
planning permission January 2019. 

 

4. Consultee Responses 

Public Responses 

4.1 A site notice was posted at the site to advertise the planning application on 20 June 2022. 

4.2 Five neighbours have been consulted about the application to which one representation 
was received objecting to the development and is summarised below: 

• Acoustic survey should consider Walltown Lodge as the nearest house and not Roman 
Army Museum or Carvornan House. Noise ‘may be discernible’ from nearest properties 
to the site in an area of zero noise pollution where quiet noises seem louder. 

• Noise from development would harm residential amenity and may affect guest house 
business. 

Consultees 
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4.3 Greenhead Parish Council – No objections. 

4.4 Historic England – Does not wish to comment.  

4.5 NCC Highways Authority – No issues arise from the proposal and no conditions have been 
requested. The highways authority commented in relation to parking, that there is 
sufficient parking on site to accommodate extra visitors. 

4.6 NCC Public Protection (Environmental Health Officer) – Raised an objection that could be 
overcome on submission of further information. No objection was raised on grounds of 
residential amenity. Objection on grounds of tranquillity (summarised below): 

• Development not in accordance with DM11 of Local Plan 

• Materials proposed should be changed to reduce noise impact in relation to tranquillity 
special quality 

4.7 NNPA Historic Environment Officer –No objection to the proposal on heritage grounds 
given the removal of Roman remains by quarrying and the subsequent landscaping 
removing the remains of the 19th and 20th century quarry operations. The positioning of 
the installation on the former line of the Wall yet without obvious visual intrusion makes 
the site at Walltown ideal for exploring complex ideas and interactions between past and 
present through art in the landscape. 

4.8 NNPA Access and Recreation Officer – No objection to the proposals from a public access 
perspective. 

4.9 NNPA Ecologist – No objection to the application if the timing of the installation is in late 
summer or autumn. 

4.10 NNPA Head of Conservation- No objection to this proposed temporary development. I do 
not believe that there would be any significant impacts on the landscape character or 
indeed visual implications associated with this proposed development due to its size, 
location and scale of the surrounding landscape. 

4.11 Any further representations received after the publication of the agenda will be reported 
to committee members at the meeting. 

 

5. Assessment 

Introduction 

5.1 The key material planning considerations are: 

• The principle of the development 

• Design 

• Residential amenity 

• Impact upon National Park special qualities 

• Highways and public rights of way 
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Principle of the development 

Sustainable development 

5.2 The NPPF places emphasis on a presumption in favour of sustainable development to guide 
decision making. Local Plan policy ST1 Sustainable Development adopts a similar 
assumption in favour of sustainable development and defines the qualities and criteria 
which are deemed to represent ‘sustainable development’ and parts c), d), h) and l) are of 
specific relevance to this application as proposals should ‘contribute positively to the built 
environment’, ‘protect or enhance the landscape character’, ‘improve public access to and 
enjoyment of the National Parks special qualities’ and ‘further the statutory National Park 
purposes and duty’. The degree to which the proposals accord with these qualities is 
discussed throughout the report. 

Location and nature of development 

5.3 Policy ST4 seeks to direct development to a series of settlements named within the policy. 
The application site would not fall within one of these settlements and is considered to fall 
within the open countryside. In order for development within open countryside to be 
considered suitable, the policy requires development to meet an essential need such as 
tourism or recreation, for example. 

5.4 The artwork, which forms part of the 1900 Festival throughout 2022, is intended to draw 
additional visitors to the country park and National Park more generally. The country park 
has been chosen because of its location along the line of Hadrian’s Wall and the available 
provision of visitor services. As an established visitor centre, the site provides parking, 
toilet facilities and educational resources to explore the site’s historic and ecological 
relevance.  

5.5 The proposed development is considered to meet an essential need because the 
installation would encourage tourism and recreation in accordance with policy ST4. The 
open countryside location is considered appropriate for the development because the site 
benefits from being an existing visitor attraction and educational resource. It is also 
considered essential that the installation is located along Hadrian’s Wall. I am satisfied that 
the development would comply with the essential need requirements of policy ST4. 

Tourism and recreation 

5.6 The proposal is also assessed against Local Plan policy DM7 Rural Economy and 
Diversification because the installation would constitute tourism and recreation 
development. Recreational development is required to meet the needs of the following 
criteria: 

• They conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife, tranquillity and cultural 
heritage of the National Park. 

• They provide and protect opportunities for people to increase their awareness, 
understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the National Park in a manner 
that will not undermine the enjoyment of those qualities by other visitors or the quality 
of life of residents. 

• They are of a quality, scale and design that takes into account and reflects the sensitivity 
of the local landscape. 
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• They do not lead to unacceptable harm in terms of noise and activity (including traffic). 

5.7 In relation to the above criteria, the design of the development, its impact on residential 
amenity and the National Park’s special qualities (including the impact on the local 
landscape) will be considered in later sections of this report. 

5.8 The proposal would encourage additional visitors to the country park to view the 
installation and would broaden its cultural offering and that of the National Park. 
Additionally, the 1900 Festival would foster public participation along Hadrian’s Wall and 
would provide opportunities for visitors to engage with cultural heritage and landscape. 
The country park is also a Wildlife Trust reserve and may encourage interaction by wider 
groups with existing biodiversity at the site.  

5.9 I am satisfied that the scheme meets the requirements of policy DM7 regarding 
opportunities for visitors to increase their awareness of the National Park special qualities. 

5.10 Overall the principle of the development is acceptable and would not conflict with Local 
Plan policies. 

 

Design 

5.11 Local Plan policy ST2 requires development to maintain and enhance the distinctive 
character of the National Park. Policy ST1 requires high quality design that improves public 
access to, and enjoyment of, National Park special qualities. 

5.12 The artwork, named ‘Apertura’ has been designed with the quarry site in mind, where 
there is a hidden section of the wall. The applicant’s design and access statement says, 
“The work is conceived as a sculptural intervention responding to a visual fissure in the 
landscape, bridging multiple points at the site, and creating a physical opening that acts as 
a catalyst for social interaction and collaboration.” The design is the result of a 
consultation and selection process involving public bodies NCC, English Heritage and NNPA 
for the 1900 Festival and is funded by the North of Tyne Combined Authority. 

5.13 The proposed temporary development would use high quality materials of copper and 
steel. The suspended chimes would be bespoke to the project. The structure appears to be 
designed to limit bulk. Stone gabions would secure the structure. 

5.14 The installation would be a striking landscape feature. As a work of contemporary art it 
would naturally evoke a mixture of opinions. From a planning perspective, the artwork has 
been conceived in accordance with the site context and is a bespoke design which 
proposes quality materials. Moreover, the installation would form a temporary exhibition 
and would not become a permanent landscape feature. 

5.15 The site benefits from an existing recreational use and I would not consider the nature of 
the development incongruous in this context. The prominent nature of the proposal would 
attract visitors to the scheme, would likely provoke discussion around contemporary art 
and would encourage community engagement with the cultural heritage of the historic 
landscape. Overall, I am satisfied that the scheme would accord with the requirements of 
Local Plan policies ST1 and ST2 in respect of high quality design. 

 

Residential amenity 
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5.16 Given the siting of the development within an existing visitor centre, its remoteness from 
neighbouring buildings, and the additional capacity of the car park compared to predicted 
visitor numbers (see ‘Highways and public rights of way’ section of this report), I am 
satisfied that the development would result in no undue harm to its neighbours in terms of 
visitor traffic movements and visitors’ enjoyment of the country park when the structure 
has been erected. 

5.17 The design of the scheme would involve the suspension of chimes from a metal frame. In 
accordance with informal pre-application advice, a noise impact assessment was prepared 
by a qualified acoustician and submitted in support of the scheme.  

5.18 Copper chimes of varying lengths were tested in the assessment and the calculation uses a 
worst case impact by calculating the expected noise levels associated with 1,900 chimes 
under extreme weather conditions. 

5.19 The noise impact assessment concludes that that the worst case calculated impact would 
be 34 dBA which would likely be indiscernible at the nearest noise sensitive location. 34 
dbA is considered below lowest observed adverse effect level (LOAEL) which aligns with 
the aims of the Noise Policy Statement for England (NPSE).  

5.20 A neighbour to the site raised that the nearest residential occupiers to the proposal would 
be at Walltown Lodge and not the Roman Army Museum as identified in the report. The 
acoustician responded that the calculation applies to both properties and provided clarity 
that “a difference of around 40 metres would be required to change the result by 1 dB 
which is inconsequential”. With this in mind, I consider the report’s conclusion to also 
apply to residents at Walltown Lodge.  

5.21 When considering noise impact arising from proposals, the NPPF (para 185) requires 
planning decisions to take into account the potential sensitivity of the site or wider area 
impact. Potential adverse impacts from noise should be avoided, particularly those that 
give rise to significant adverse impacts on health and quality of life.  

5.22 Noise impact arising from this development has not been assessed to result in a significant 
adverse impact at a worst case scenario, but rather below the LOAEL (lowest observed 
adverse effect level in accordance with NPSE). The NPPF requires development that leads 
to significant adverse effects (also in accordance with the NPSE) to be avoided. The 
development proposed has been assessed to not have a significant adverse effect, with 
regard to noise.  

5.23 The agent has confirmed that noise could be assessed on site when the installation opens 
and provide sound mitigation if necessary to reduce volume. This could take the form of 
foam pads strategically placed in the cluster of chimes to prevent excessive impact. A 
suitably worded condition has been attached to enable a noise survey to be undertaken on 
first installation to determine whether sound mitigation may be required.  

5.24 Also limiting the installation’s impact, the artwork would only be at site for a limited time, 
in accordance with the festival, and would be removed from site in its entirety at the end 
of its exhibition. This requirement would be secured by an appropriately worded planning 
condition.  

5.25 Finally, statutory consultees with the environmental health remit, NCC Public Protection, 
raise no objection to the proposal on grounds of residential amenity due to the distance, 
topography and soft landscaping in place. 
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5.26 While neighbour concerns are noted, in relation to the noise impact of the proposal, I am 
satisfied that the scheme would not significantly harm residential amenity. This finding is 
consistent with the views of NCC Public Protection, and I am therefore satisfied that the 
proposal accords with the requirements of Local Plan policies ST2 and DM7 and chapter 15 
of the NPPF in relation to residential amenity. 

 

Impact on National Park special qualities 

Landscape 

5.27 As previously considered, the proposed design is deliberately prominent but should be 
considered within its context as a piece of public art. The work would be temporary as part 
of the ongoing 1900 Festival throughout 2022 and would be removed from site in its 
entirety by the end of September. 

5.28  When considering the proposal’s impact on landscape special quality, policy DM11 
requires development to be assessed in terms of impact on views and sensitivity and states 
“development which would adversely affect the quality and character of the landscape will 
not be permitted”. 

5.29 The proposal would be located on higher ground within the country park and would sit in a 
prominent position. From the south, the proposal would be a focal point and viewed in 
relation to Walltown Crags in the distance (see figure 4 above). In the context of the crags, 
the development would not be the highest landscape feature. In this landscape setting the 
crags would dominate. The artwork intends to respond to this missing part of Hadrian’s 
Wall. 

5.30 While the striking nature of the proposal has been acknowledged, the proposal would be a 
prominent man-made landscape feature but would not dominate. When considering 
schemes that would have a landscape impact, the duration and reversibility of the 
landscape effects should also be considered. Material to the development, is the fact that 
the proposal is temporary and reversible in nature. The duration of the development 
would be short term because the artwork would be installed between the end of August 
and early September of this year. The artwork would also be constructed and 
deconstructed quickly and without having a lasting impact on the landscape. This is 
because the construction would result in no ground penetration. The quality of the 
landscape would revert to its usual character once the temporary exhibition has ceased. 

5.31 In light of the above assessment, the scheme would result in a prominent landscape 
feature for a short time period. The installation would be located on higher ground within 
the country park but would be viewed in relation to the more dominant Walltown Crags. 

5.32 Overall, the scheme is man-made and therefore unnatural however would result in no 
harm considering its short term and reversible impact. I find the proposal is compliant with 
the requirements of policy DM11 in relation to landscape special quality.   

Cultural heritage 

5.33 The proposal would be located within the setting of the Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage 
Site. Historic England were consulted on the scheme but made no comment. When 
considering cultural heritage the proposal would be located within a sensitive area. In 
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accordance with policy DM14, proposals would not be permitted that would unacceptably 
harm the setting of the World Heritage Site. 

5.34 The basis for considering whether harm to the setting of a World Heritage Site would be 
acceptable is set out in the NPPF. It is identified that any proposed harm to a heritage asset 
should have provided clear and convincing justification (para 200), and that less than 
substantial harm should be weighed against the public benefits of the proposal (para 202). 
Finally, authorities should look to enhance or better reveal the significance of World 
Heritage Sites (para 206). 

5.35 By virtue of its short term landscape impact, in an area where Hadrian’s Wall has not been 
restored since quarrying activity into the 1970s, I would not consider the development to 
harm the setting of the World Heritage Site. The development would not detract from the 
significance of the heritage designation and the development at Walltown Country Park 
would encourage visitors to the National Park who may appreciate its cultural heritage 
special quality. I find that the proposal would not harm cultural heritage and would accord 
with the requirements of policy DM14.  

5.36 No archaeology would be affected by the proposal which uses no ground penetration. I am 
satisfied of no harm to archaeology in accordance with policy DM15. 

Tranquillity  

5.37 Concerning noise, NCC Public Protection had no objection to the proposal on grounds of 
residential amenity but raised an objection to the proposal on harm to the National Park’s 
tranquillity special quality. While this objection is noted, I will consider from a planning 
perspective whether any harm would be caused to tranquillity in accordance with National 
Park Local Plan policy and the NPPF.  

 
5.38 The NPPF states that, “Tranquil areas prized for their recreational and amenity value 

should be protected and remain relatively undisturbed by noise” (para 185). When 
considering the NPPF requirement, the noise impact would not reach a significant adverse 
effect level even at poor weather conditions. As discussed in an earlier section of this 
report (see ‘Residential amenity’), the scheme is considered to have no adverse impact on 
residential amenity (a view consistent with NCC Public Protection).  

 
5.39 Visitors are encouraged to the area around Hadrian’s Wall which includes Walltown 

Country Park and the Pennine Way and Hadrian’s Wall national trails. The existing 
tranquillity of the site needs to be considered within this context, which is one of the more 
popular areas of the National Park among tourists. 

5.40 The above visitor attractions appeal to wide audiences and the sites benefit from seasonal 
footfall. The application site has been chosen because of its good transport links and 
existing visitor facilities. The site is considered acceptable in principle within the context of 
policy ST4 and can accommodate a number of visitors. 

5.41 While the noise assessment acknowledges a level of noise egress from the site, the noise 
impact is found not to cause residential harm in accordance with Local Plan policy and the 
NPPF. I therefore note that the noise impact would be localised and would not affect a 
significant area of the National Park. Furthermore, traffic can be suitably accommodated at 
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the site. Unacceptable levels of visitors would not be anticipated in relation to the 
installation. 

5.42 I find that the existing level of tranquillity afforded in this area of the National Park would 
not be harmed by the proposal. The noise element would be localised to the areas around 
the country park which is an established visitor attraction and neighbouring uses would not 
be subject to undue residential harm.  

5.43 I note the comments made by NCC Public Protection in relation to tranquillity.  Local Plan 
policy does not require that no noise is generated from a development. NCC’s conclusion 
that the development would harm tranquillity, is formed on the basis that some noise 
would be emitted from the proposal. I do not consider however that the production of any 
noise would be harmful as a matter of principle. 

5.44 Part 2 of Local Plan policy DM11 (concerning tranquillity) requires the quiet enjoyment of 
the landscape. I consider that the quiet enjoyment of the landscape would be maintained 
because the proposal would result in only localised noise. From the noise assessment it has 
been concluded that the development would not result in undue harm to neighbouring 
uses. This is a view to which NCC agree. While a suggestion has been made to alter the 
design of the proposal so that no or minimal noise is made, I consider such a request 
disproportionate because the artwork is designed to produce noise and is designed as a 
work of contemporary art to attract visitors on this basis. 

5.45 Any alteration to the noise element would go against the main design aspect of the 
proposed installation and would change the proposal substantially in a way that would 
depart from its intended design. 

5.46 Overall, the proposal would not significantly harm the tranquillity of the areas in proximity 
to the site and would have no area wide impact, and therefore I do not consider 
modification of the chosen materials required. In light of the above, I do not consider the 
proposal to conflict with the requirement of DM11 of quiet countryside enjoyment. 

5.47 Next, no lighting is proposed in relation to the proposal. The country park benefits from 
dark night skies and therefore any light pollution would be harmful. An appropriately 
worded planning condition would be attached to any permission granted to ensure that 
should any future lighting proposals by proposed they are approved by the authority prior 
to first use, in order to protect against any negative impact on tranquillity or biodiversity. 

5.48 I am satisfied that the proposal would accord with Local Plan policy DM11 regarding 
tranquillity. 

Biodiversity 

5.49 Turning to ecology, the NNPA’s Ecologist was consulted on the ecological impact of the 
scheme and raised no objection to the proposal due to its installation outside of the main 
bird breeding season and away from the site’s trees with bat population potential. In 
addition, no significant harm was identified which would affect the existing site’s flora. 

5.50 Given the temporary nature of the proposal, no biodiversity net gain would be required. 

5.51 Walltown Country Park is a Wildlife Trust reserve and therefore encourages visitors to 
experience the National Park’s biodiversity special quality. The nature of the installation 
could introduce an appreciation of the National Park’s biodiversity special quality. 
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5.52 I consider the proposal would not harm ecology and would accord with Local Plan policy 
DM10. 

Highways and public rights of way 

5.53 Walltown Country Park benefits from an existing access and public car park which is owned 
and managed by NNPA. The site also benefits from cycle parking provision and the AD122 
bus during the summer months. No alterations are proposed to the car park or access to 
facilitate the development. 

5.54 NCC Highways have considered the proposals, raised no objection and have indicated that 
sufficient parking on site would accommodate any extra visitors.  

5.55 I am satisfied that existing car parking provision would accommodate visitor numbers and 
there are no arising highway safety issues, in accordance with policy DM9. 

5.56 Turning to public rights of way, the construction would be adjacent to the existing public 
footpath that forms the Hadrian’s Wall and Pennine Way national trails.  

5.57 NNPA’s access officer raised no objection to the scheme and the development would not 
preclude access to the footpath. I am satisfied that the proposal can be accommodated 
without interference with the constraints of the public right of way, in accordance with 
Local Plan policy DM9. 

6. Conclusion 

6.1 The principle of the development is considered acceptable, with a clear essential 
justification for such development within the open countryside. The proposed installation 
would meet an essential need of tourism and recreation. Being located within an existing 
visitor attraction, appropriate infrastructure and expected levels of community 
engagement would support the development. 

6.2 In terms of design and landscape, the scheme would be of high quality and would not 
detract from landscape special quality. When considering residential amenity, no objection 
was raised from NCC Public Protection and the findings of the noise assessment conclude 
only a likely indiscernible impact below lowest observed adverse effect level.  

6.3 On tranquillity, the local plan policies do not require developments to make no noise and I 
consider the impact of the proposal for a temporary period would be acceptable. 
Moreover, no significant harm would result from the development in terms of cultural 
heritage or biodiversity. Finally, levels of parking can accommodate the additional visitor 
numbers to the country park. I am satisfied that the development, which is temporary and 
reversible in nature, would comply with the requirements of Local Plan policy and the 
NPPF more generally. 

7. Recommendation 

7.1 It is recommended that members grant planning permission subject to the following 
conditions. 

Conditions 
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1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the 
date of this permission.  

  
Reason: To ensure that the development is commenced within a reasonable period of time 
from the date of this permission, as required by Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990 (as amended by Section 51 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004).  

 

2. The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the following 
approved plans and documents:   

• Apertura Layout drawing number 158-GA002 received 12 May 2022 

• Apertura Layout drawing number 158-GA003 received 12 May 2022 

• Apertura Perspective Views drawing number 158-GA004 received 12 May 2022 

• Design and Access Statement received 27 May 2022 

• Apertura Elevations drawing number 158-GA005 received 27 May 2022 

• Site location plan received 27 May 2022 

• Tyne Ecology Ecological Impact Assessment dated 10 May 2022 received 12 May 
2022 

• Apex Acoustics Noise Impact Assessment 10019.1B rev B received 8 June 2022 

• Email from applicant received 17 June 2022 relating to noise considerations 

Reason: For the avoidance of doubt, to enable the Local Planning Authority to adequately 
manage the development and to ensure the proposal accords with Northumberland National 
Park Local Plan policies ST1, ST2, ST4, DM7, DM9, DM10, DM11, DM14, DM15 and the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

3. Should any external lighting be proposed, prior to the fixing of any external lighting associated 
with the development, details of the external lighting shall be submitted to and agreed in 
writing with the Local Planning Authority. Details should include:  

• The specific location of all external lighting units;  

• Design of all lighting units;  

• Details of beam orientation and lux levels; and  

• Any proposed measures such as motion sensors and timers that will be used on 
lighting units.  

The approved lighting scheme shall be installed in accordance with the approved details and 
shall be maintained as such during the operation of the development, unless removed.  

Reason: In order to ensure that there is no harmful impact upon the tranquillity and intrinsically 
dark character of Northumberland National Park and the Northumberland International Dark 
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Sky Park through excessive light pollution, in accordance with Northumberland National Park 
Local Plan Policies ST2 and DM11 and paragraph 180 of the NPPF. 

4. The development hereby approved is a temporary structure and shall be removed from site in 
its entirety by 23 December 2022. 

Reason: The proposal is a temporary structure which would be inappropriate for permanent 
retention as it would be incompatible with the surrounding landscape character, in accordance 
with Northumberland National Park Local Plan policy DM11. 

5. On first installation on site, a noise survey shall be undertaken by a suitably qualified 
acoustician, to determine the noise levels of the structure on site. In the event that the noise 
levels exceed the 40 dBA at the nearest residence, then sound mitigation shall be installed to 
reduce the sound impact to below 40 dBA, in accordance with details that are first submitted 
and approved by the Local Planning Authority.  

Reason: To ensure that no harmful levels of noise are heard beyond the site boundary, in 
accordance with Local Plan policies ST2 and DM11.    

Informative Notes 

1. This planning permission is granted in strict accordance with the approved plans.  It 
should be noted however that:  

(a) Any variation from the approved plans following commencement of the 
development, irrespective of the degree of variation, may constitute unauthorised 
development and may be liable to enforcement action.  

(b) You, your agent, or any other person responsible for implementing this permission 
should inform the Local Planning Authority immediately of any proposed variation from 
the approved plans and ask to be advised as to the best method to resolve the matter.  
Most proposals for variation to the approved plans will require the submission of a new 
application.  

2. This permission is granted subject to conditions and it is the owner and the person 
responsible for the implementation of the development who will be fully responsible for 
their compliance throughout the development and beyond.  Some conditions may 
require work to be carried out, or details to be approved prior to the commencement of 
the development.  

Where pre-commencement conditions are not complied with, the whole of the 
development could be unauthorised, and you may be liable to enforcement action. In 
some circumstances, the only way to rectify the situation may be through the 
submission of a new application.  If any other type of condition is breached then you 
may be liable to a breach of condition notice. 

3. The proposed works must have no effect on accessing footpath 2286, a designated 
public right of way. No action should be undertaken to disturb the surface of the path, 
obstruct the path or in any way prevent or deter public use of the path without the 
necessary legal diversion or closure order having been made. 

4. In accordance with the Highways Act 1980 mud, debris or rubbish shall not be deposited 
on the highway. 
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Contact Officer:  For further information contact: William McKane, planning officer on 01434 
611552 or William.mckane@nnpa.org.uk  
 
Background papers:  22NP0039, EIA. 
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